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* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(MR. F.ARLEY 1 S ACKl~OWLEDGHTG REMAEKS:) 

It seems to me, gentlemen, that the Red Cross ought to give me an extra 

button or somet h ing for t11is assignment. In my time, I have talked. to p ri ze 

fight ers a-bout prize fighting, and to postmasters about running th0ir post offices-

and yes, I seem to r ecc~ll tha t I have even mads remarks to the delegates 2,t a 

national 1Jolitical convention rega.rding the busin2ss upnermost in their minds--but 

this is something new in my experience, this bus in ,3ss of t a lking to several thous-

and doctors about--of all things--the Red Cross. 

For what can I t e ll you, of all "')eon le, that you do not already know far 

b ett er than I, about the work of t h is great organization? Why, most of you, ac

cording to an article I saw in the uaper the other day, must b a working for the 

organization yourselves, teaching first aid to something like 150 ,000 air raid 

wardens--wi.th, the a1°ticle said,---I quote---" full apuroval of the Nev, York Acgdemy 

of Medicine 11 --our good host of the evening. 

But we all l<...now the medical profession and the Red Cross a re mutually 

int er-dependent. The Red Cross cannot do without t he medical nrofession, and the 

medical profession looks to the Red Cross for assistance. Continuance of this 

inter-depei1dence is 'vital to both. But as a r:1atter of f act , t he vrn rk of the P..ed 

Cross go es far beyond its medical and surgical aspects, as I am sure you all know. 

Take De cember 7th and the days follo 1,cring at Hawaii and the Philippines, for eXc'.mcl'?!., 

I am reading now from a r e1Jort handed me by those who have condens ed it from the 

more volurninous records of the eventful events that took place at the time of the 

infamous attacks and thereafter: 

action when the Japan ese attacked Pearl Harbor and Honolulu. Even while the init .. 

ial ,:,,ttack wp,_,s in progress, the }:Je,vy sent out an emergency call for more ?.ed Cross 

nurses, and it was answered vrithin a feY.r short rnome,1ts . What's more~ the v-rork the 

nurses did that day won a special acclaim from the 1fa~' Department. A..11d even v::hile 

the bombs were still falling, the Red Cross Iviotor Corps vms busy evacuating nhole 

danger zones. The ir first aiders worked skillfully all over the attacked areas---

and many Canteen Corps volunteers labored for as lorg as 23 hours at a stretch 

fe eding the evacuees and defense ,,,orkers--for as the attack CBJ:,e on a Sunday, 

r estaurants \7ere closed and the only public eqting places -,7ere the Canteen field 



kitchens hastily nut into operation. 

A week ai'ter the first attack, Washingt on ?.ed Cross headquarters re

ceived a cable from the Philiprdnes i:rhich I think will int e rest you. "Our emer •-· 

gency services 11 --I am quotiI¥?;-- 11 have stood the t est. Our staff are showing dis-~ 

cipline, loyalty, and courage. Svaouat ion of Manila and other areas is proceeding 

under our administration. Feeding and public µEalth present a major problem. We 

are using our entire resources regardless of budgetary arrangements for r e lief and 

can carry on for a short time . You should sencl us R substantial apurouriati on 

soon, and if possible, a UJ1it of your best disaster personnel, please. Cullens, 

Williams, and Graybeal a~0 e giving themselves unstintingl;ir . Pl ease notify my 

dc1.ughter we are all well. (Signed) Charles Forster, Philippine Red Cross 11 ----

end of quote. 

~ell, gentlemen, the latest word from the Philipnines is that the ?ed 

Cross still is feeding half a million evacuees some-,,here in the inte:dor of Luzon. 

Evacuation centers, you see, hr1.d been set up by the Red Cross long before the 

attack came. It was ready with trained vrorkers to meet these emergencies • 

.And I suppose there are stories quite ?S heroic t• be told about Wake, 

and Guam, and Midway--or will be, once we get the su:rvivors lack among us. Yes, 

6 entlemen, out there in the Pacific new annals of heroism have beer... added. to our 

historic tradition. Wake Island will live in memory vrith the Alamo; and the stP.nd 

of MacATthur and his men will be told our children's children's children. Where-

ever bravery and skill in the aTt of vmr find rsady listeners, these:: 'cal es 1.dll oe 

retold. But remember that not all the hc:;roes a:-·e in the Arrey a,1d th8 EoVJ' and the 

Earines. Hot all of them are soldiers and sailo1's /:',nd flie1°s. Some of therci. m·e 

in the American Red Crosst 

I afil v ery proud in the belief that our Red Cross is a tynff-cally .American 

ins ti tut ion. I 1m not talking now about mar-ble columns ru1d boards of directors--

that' s not what I meEm. I I m talkii1e; at out ArQ2-rican L1st i tut ions like the Fourt h of 

July and corn-huskL1g bees nnci Congress--all of these things that don't exist any

where else in the world exactly as \78 know them here. 'I'he Red Cross--our .Americ!:m 

Reel Cross--is ac; .An1eric:.o.n as apple pie and baseball and the nation&l indoor pastLnr 

of blaming the politician. And what malces these things so peculiarlJ' .Americnn? 

Hot simply that v,e find them ir. the 48 statas; head colds and mosquitoes we 2,lwaJrs 

have vrith us, but we dignify neither ·o;y claiming them as tynically .American. But 

I Cal'-'t imagine a truly American organization that vras inefficient, can you? From 

the filling station that sells gas only as a side.line to the free distribution of 

air for your tires, Y!indshield v!i~Jing, w2,terirg the radiator, and rest-rooming the 

driver--from that marvel of efficiency to a cleM tripl e play in the seventh gc1..rne 

Anc. thctt Is one 



of the things we have come to exnect of our Red Cross. 

As a busin es:::; --t l1at is, on the ous in ,:-,s s s id e of its tremendous orgcmiza-

tion--it is as bard-headed and tVJo-fisted. as the toug:nes t ;:irofit-making coruora.tion 

in the country. In the hands of the American business men in cha rge of this part 

of its activities, the American ideal of efficiency doesn't suffer for a minute of 

ti'le day at the Red Cross . 

:But 11 getting on with the jobtt isn't the only earmark of a truly .American 

institution. We like to do things in a big way. It's in our -blood, 'l'here's 

noth.ing small about our country, no matter how you look at it. uur p rairies reach 

be;yond the horizon, our mounte.ins reach above the clouds; vre h9,ve the bigges t 

buildin6 s end the biggest p1anes; we suffer the dee:oest depressions and put on the 

most colossal boo~ in the whole vrnrld. Here too, in this feeling of bigness, 

your Red Cross fits perfectly into the Americp,n pattern. With its millions of 

members, its thousands of chapters and branches, and its tremendous e:x:pencHtures of 

money and effort for the relief of snffering, the P.ed Cross is as gigantic as 

America herself. 

And what is the final earmark of e_ characteristicc>.lly _Ar11e:0 ican organ-

ization--of this Academy of yours, for ex2,,"Ilnle? The answer to thc.t isn't very 

hard to find_, suTely. It is a des ire to help others, is it not? A des ire to serve 

someone else, to le rrl a hand when a fellow's down. Call it what you will--gen-

eros i t;y, altruism, compassion---none of them fits exactly. '!:'hey all sClmd a littl e 

pompous and self-complacent, which we, as a p eople, definitely are not. Nor are 

vrn moved by the purely negative quality of doing our duty. We actua.lly like 

helping people; we like the feeling it gives us inside. We get a kick out of b e ing 

neighborly and decent. Call that what you will: I call it .American. 

A business head, millions of willing and able hands in the service of a 

heart that wants to help--that, I think, is a ty,)ically .American orga nization--

and it describes our largest privp,te hTu-uanitA.riM organ i zation, t he AmericD,n 

Red Cross. 

And novf our Red Cro s s is asking for our help. So vastly have its obli

gations increased th;:,,t I rr:iarvel that it does not require a l a rger sum for i ttl W9,r 

Fund than $65,000,000 . For you know, you who are d_octors, how huge the 3.ed Cross 

needs will be. It cmmot operate on good-will and spirit alone, t hough it has 

more than enough of both, its job tRkes a stror.g army ef wo rkers--and it talrns 

money. Today we have more than 2, 000 ,000 volunt ee r vrorkers, who in the next year 

will contribute hundreds of millions of hours of their time to the work of the Red 

Cross. We already have 24,000 Red Cross nurses---there ,;-;ere only about 20,000 in 

the las t v1ar, but t he Army and Navy authorities are seeking 50 , 000 more now. We 
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n i ght 1 e t t h er.1 down. 

lfo ; t he Red Cr oss h'.:'.,S c', j ob t o :lo---but i t i s fo r us , b3r giving now , 

ui1animous l ;,/ , ,'1ith l".lOr,~ th"..11 jus t genero s ity--i t i s fo r us to -cut our shoul ders to 

C1e ·:rhe0l. It i s fo r u s to do our "Dar t in t h i s essent ial c1,ct i vi.ty t orr,ci,rcts 

VTJ_j:ni.ng thi s vrar. 

Th i s i s ou r obli6 2t io:1, · gentl er.'!en : but no r e th"'n thnt . E :is our 

oppo rt un ity . You hav e seen t h e slogccn comc.tl ess ti:-ces , but I corn~1f::Y:1c': it t o ;you 

again now---

IF YOU CAN'T GO----------GIV~! 

THE El-ID. 


