Jenuary <8, 194d.

Washington, D, C.

Doar Ysmi

inclosed, herewith, you will find & copy
of & letter I sm writing to Seeretary Prank Knox

regarding Ceptain Thad 4, Thomsom, the Commandsnt
of the Zighth Ravel Distriet of miah Texas is &

parts

feam, =1l the meum I beve sbout
Captadn Thowson is thet he ie & cspable, effiscient,
hardeboiled officer, tough as & boot, has besn in the
Navy thirty-nine years end is still ouly fifty-four
years old., He is & Texsn by birth snd cwns a rench
negr 8sn Angelo. !

It would seem from 2ll the information I heve
that he may heve inourred enmity of some of the high
Havy offlielisls on secount of hie herd-boiled sttitude
in zeeping his cowmand whether on lund or gzes on its
toes.snd ready to shool first if necasssry. Ve cer-
tednly @oudd not heve too mumy men of this kind and,
as steted in my letter to fecretary Znox, it ls &
ghese we did not have gome Capteln Thomsons in Pearl
Harbor.

I sm interested in seelng thet Ceptain Thomsen
gets & sgquare deel and thet he ig not discriminsted
sgeingt through polities, or for uny other resson.

I do not personsily kmow Csptuin Thomsen, but I sm

ratior fopilisy with the ﬁﬁm%&m ag it exists.

Incidentually and CONFIDEITTALLY 1 o writing
Senstor Commnelly, o per the eaclosed copy, snd if

- the opportunity presents ltseif shereain you cun dis-

euss this metter persomslly with the Seeretury and
you feel it advisable, under the circumstences, I
would appreciate having you do so., In other words,

1 hove written the Seorstary & personsl letter snd

asced Jsnstor Conmslly to see him znd I do not went
to try to stuspede him in any way, bui I do want to



Fesiliarize you with the faects snd you ecuid say

%o the fecrsiary, if you would permit me to seke

& puggection, that I disoussed this metter with you
snd that you sre interested in seeing that everybody
geie a sousre desl and espeecisily & Texsa, Jo, use
your own judgment (es L kaow you sre going to snywey),

Thiz is no time for interpolitios or petty
jeelousieg to interfere with Uncle Lem having the
 best end most cepable officers eveilebls,
Thenks very moshl
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