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Speaker Sam Rayburn 

Aga i n i. t i s Spesker Sam Raybur n . Tnere v as no s ur pr ise in t h e 

e lection of the ve t era n Texa s c ongr e s sman to pr eside over t he Hou ue i n 

the 62nd Congr ess , but none t h e l es s h is ch o i c e f or tha t h igh a nd re ­

s ponsib l e . pos i tion make s his tor y . Mr . Raybur n be c omes _onl y t he s e c ond 

me mber of Congr e s s i n t h e na t i on ' s h i s t ory to be e l e c t ed to the speaker-

sh i p six t ime s , e qua l i ng t he r e cord se t by t he ciagne t i c Henry Cl ay of 

en t u c ky in t he firs t ha lf of t he 1 9th Ce n t ury . lf he s er ves ou t h i s 

· / t v. o- year t e r m h e wi l l ho ve clear ti tle to t he d i s t inc t ion of h nv i ng 

s .111 r,1u1ri occupied t he s peaker s .::dp l onger t han a ny · other man . 

I t i s not , of c ourse, 1e·ng t h of s e r v i c e wh i ch c ounts, un l e s s 

t h at servi ce has bee n of h igh order a nd ren de r e d fu l l y in b ehalf of 

h is s ta te a n d h i a na tion . \~ JI Mr. Rayburn1 e long tenure as· s peaker 

an1 pr eviously a s minority leader 1n t he House attests t ne high caliber 

of t hat service to h i s na tion and state. 

The speaker of t he House has be en a member or Congress ~um 

since 1913, a nd previously he wa s & •Dn renreeentative tor six years 

in t he Texas Legisl ature a nd speaker of i t s house for t wo years. In 

1949, h! a~d/enator Vandenberg were t he recipients of t he Collier 

magazin~ dist i nguished cong-rees1onal service in t he prior year. 

, An 1mpa r t1a l a p nraisal or Sa m Rayburn's statesmanship was 

given by Republica n Minority Leader Martin upon t he Te.xan 1 s election 

as speaker Wednesday . Rep r esenta tiveM Mar tin decla red t hat t he nat1on 
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1n a time of pe~11 was most fortunate 1n hav1n~ 1n responsible position 

a man who has 11 t he courage, t he integrity, t he ability and t he fa irness 

-;, 
tha t he (Mr. Rayburn) bas.• He pointed out that election six time; as 

speaker would no t have been possible without Mr .• Rayburn's being a man 

. 
ot t i ne character and extraord~nary ability. 

The House affirmed this appraisal in a tribu t e ot standing 

applause as Mr. Rayburn took t he gavel and t he office of speaker. In 

t hat role, he will serve his nation and sta te with the sam, selfless 

devotion, capacity and zea l that have · marked his almost tour deca des 

or service in Congress . 
...__~ 

Texas takes pride in this •.,.._e son who . 

rreasuree up fully lo t he sta ndard of out standing Amer1can1sm. The 

humility and t1rm resolve with whioh Sam Bayburn a ccepted a stern 

responsib1111ty again is a measure of hi s ca l i ber a s a servant or 

a ·free people. 


