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YOU KNOW SOME ONE CARES: that's what American prisoners of war held by the 
Germans say when they get a chance to talk to a visiting Y.M.C.A. worker such as Henry 
Soederberg (left) pictured as he brought word from home to a Yankee at Stalag Luft 
III. When they visit prisoner of war camps, the "Y" workers always try to talk per
sonally with as many men as possible, both to learn their needs and to give their morale 
the lift that always comes from the chance to talk with someone from the outside world. 

Thirty Men Pass College Entrance Exams 
At Offag 64; 40 Courses Are Offered 

Three hundred American officers <@> 

·---"'-' · :.tld- av0flag 64- are· attending 40 dif -=- -
ferent educational courses running a 
12-hour day starting at 8:40 a.m. , 
Henry Soederberg, neutral Y.M.C.A. 
worker, reported following a visit he 
made to the camp on November 20, 
traveling by automobile over bad roads 
and through heavy snow and rain 
storms. 

New school rooms have greatly 
helped the holdin:s of formal classes 
at the camp, and 30 students recently 
passed college entrance examinations. 
The faculty, under the direction of 
Captain H. D. Eldridge of Denver, Col., 
consists of 35 well qualified teachers, 
Soederberg said. Among the courses 
offered are three in law, seven foreign 
languages, six in mathematics, five in 
English grammar, four in social science 
and three in science. 

The hospital attached to the camp 
has received consignments of plates 

an_g. c9o_ktr1g utep.JliJ§,.from _tbeY.M.C.A., 
and the patients are very pleased with 
them, it was stated. A large shipment 
of lumber, a precious item in prison 
camps, has arrived from the "Y" in 
Sweden. The men use lumber to build 
chapels, school rooms, theatrical 
stages, furniture , book shelves and 
many other things they otherwise 
might do without. 

There was great excitement for some 
of the officers when Soederberg pre
sented them with a hare that had just 
been shot in the fields outside the 
camp. The Y.M.C.A. worker had lunch 
with Col. Schaefer and Capt. Floyd 
Burgeson, and brought a new pair of 
eyeglasses to Col. Paul Goode, the Sen
ior American Officer who has replaced 
Col. Thomas Drake, repatriated with 
the last exchange of prisoners. 

Morale at the camp is good, Soeder
berg said, adding that he had a long 
conference with the six chaplains. 
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Prisoners Sent 
Books and Games 
By the Millions 

No. 1 

Millions of books, games, musical in
struments and sports articles were 

--shipped to Europe - from the- Uaited -
States by War Prisoners Aid of the 
Y.M.C.A. during 1943 and 1944. 

In addition, shipments of materials 
were made from South America, while 
huge quantities of goods were pur
chased in Europe for distribution to 
the prisoners of war there. Shipments 
from the United States showed a great 
increase in 1944 over the previous year, 
in some cases being five times as large. 

The compilation reveals that 244,232 
musical instruments, plus $1,272 worth 
of accessories were sent from theUnited 
States in the period covered by the 
survey. 

Books totalled 1,280,146 volumes, to
gether with 21,955 pounds ·of bookbind
ing materials and 33,200 yards of book
binding cloth. Books wear out rapidly 
under the continuous use they receive 
in prison camps, and the bookbinding 
materials are necessary to extend their 
lives. Prisoners who are skilled at 
bookbinding et up repair shops to 
put the books back into shape 

Sports Lead Shipments 

_ By far the_ Jgg_e§_t ».m:ount_pf m_a:.. 
terials sent was in sports equipment, 
reflecting the interest of the prisoners 
in athletics and games of all kinds. A 
total of 1,754,254 sports articles, in
cluding baseballs, footballs, basket
balls, clothing, ice skates, boxing gloves 
and indoor games was shipped from 
the United States. Chess, checkers, 
cards and similar games totalled 
101,249. 

Nearly 4,000 gallons of gasoline was 
sent to Germany to enable the 
Y.M.C.A. workers there to use gasoline 
instead of charcoal in their automo
biles. The gasoline has permitted them 
to double their efficiency in visiting 
the camps, the workers report, one 
saying that it was the best thing the 
"Y" has done since the beginning of 
the war. Charcoal-operated cars are 
slow, and the driver must stop fre
quently to "stoke up" with the bags of 

(Continued on page 4) 



Report from Stalag Luft IV, Camp for Airmen: 

Needs Are Great, but Sports and Music Boost Morale 
Morale of Americans at Stalag Luft /•" 

IV, a German war prison camp for 
airmen to which men from Stalag Luft 
VI have been sent, is somewhat better 
since recreational supplies from the 
Y.M.C.A. have started to arrive, ac
cording to a report cabled from Stock
holm by Hugo Cedergren, Swedish 
associate dirnctor of War Prisoners Aid 
of the Y.M.C.A. 

"Although Luft IV is still under con
struction and the needs are still great, 
the camp is steadily improving, leisure
time activities are in full swing, and 
morale is rising," he said. 

"Y.M.C.A. workers Christian Chris
tiansen and Henry Soederberg recently 
visited Stalag Luft IV, and met there 
many friends fTom Stalag Luft VI. 
There are now four compounds in Luft 
IV, each with its own sports field . They 
saw afternoon theater performances 
and variety shows. The camp now has 
an American jazz orchestra, British 
and American symphony orchestras 
and a male choir, using instruments 
supplied by the Y.M.C.A. 

"After long conferences with Amer
ican spokesman, Sgt. Frank Paules, 
and leaders of camp activities, they 
visited the camp hospital in the com
pany of two American physicians. 
'Camp spirit is high,' they report. " 

Pictures Life in Camp 

Previous to the visit described above, 
Mr. Christiansen had been the first 
outsider to arrive at the new camp. 
His report of that earlier trip clearly 
paints the depressing life led by war 
prisoners when they have no construc
tive activities to fill their long· hours 
of enforced idleness. 

"It is not difficult to report on the 
needs of Stalag Luft IV, made up of 
aviators, some of whom have been 
transfen·ed from Stalag Luft VI," Mr. 
Christiansen said. "There is not a 

~--- singie book, no balls, musical in.stru
ments, handicraft materials, or any 
other supplies for entertainment and 
occupation. In addition, the men have 
not had any news from their families, 
and consequently, morale is very low. 

"Although I sent a large telegraphic 
order to our Geneva office, and asked 
the Sagan office (Y.M.C.A. headquar
ters in Germany) to send over some 
things as quickly as possible, it was 
extremely difficult to point out to the 
men that deliveries take time, and 
much patience is needed. 

"However, the men are not entirely 
inactive, for I saw them play football. 
They made a ball out of old socks 
wrapped in bits of leather from worn
out shoes. A cricket ball was made in 
the same manner. These two articles 
are the only sports gear Stalag Luft 
IV possesses at present. When nothing 
else is available one has to get along 

Y. M. C. A. Does Not 
Report on Prison 
Camp Conditions 

It is not the responsibility of 
War Prisoners Aid of the Y.M.C.A. 
to make reports on conditions 
within prisoner of war camps. 
This is the task of the protecting 
powers and the Red Cross. Re
ports of the Y.M.C.A. generally 
describe the educational, recrea
tional and religious needs and 
activities of the prisoners, and do 
not necessarily reflect living con
ditions, food, sanitation or other 
physical aspects of prison camp 
life. Further, the needs of the 
men are so great that the com
bined efforts of all organizations 
concerned with prisoners of war 
are not sufficient to meet them 
fully. 

with such makeshift methods. 
"After my talks with the Command

ant, Chief Man of Confidence and his 
assistants, I said I would like to give 
a concert for the men, and I shall 
never forget the afternoon that fol-

lowed. I had broug·ht along 30 gramo
phone records, for which I borrowed a 
gramophone from the Commandant. 
Soon word got around that 'A Y .M.C.A. 
concert is to be given.' On the large, 
grassy plot between the barracks, I 
started the gramophone, completely 
surrounded by the entire population 
of the camp. 

"The weather was glorious, and 
never have I seen a more appreciative 
audience than this one. For the first 
time in many weeks they were given 
some entertainment, and they crowd
ed eagerly around me so that not a 
single note would be lost. Now that I 
know what such a concert means to 
prisoners of war, I shall never be with
out my gramophone and records." 

Assured of a supply of free-time 
materials from the Y.M.C.A., the Man 
of Confidence immediately appointed 
a librarian, educational officer, musical 
director and sports leader, said Mr. 
Christiansen, so that a regular pro
gram of activities could be started 
when the materials arrive. 

"Before I left the camp accompanied 
to the gates by several hundred men," 
the report concluded, "I had time to 
visit the sick bay and say a few words 
to each patient. They, too, eagerly 
await some means of filling in the long 
hours of imprisonment." 

Boxing Gloves and Watch Repair Outfits 
Included in 1944 Shipments to XVII B 

The list of articles ranging from ~ 
boxing gloves to watch repair kits that 
have been sent by the Y.M.C.A. during 
1944 to the 4,400 American non-com
missioned officers at Stalag XVII B 
has been received from the "Y's" head
quarters in Geneva. 

The shipments include 4,400 ''war 
time logs,'' a combination diary, photo 
album and sketch book; three com
plete dance orchestras supplied by the 
U. S. Army ; 15 musical k:ts for work
ing detachments; a quantity of other 
musical instruments including flutes, 
mouth organs and ocarinas; two the
atrical kits ; $750 worth of Christmas 
decorations and lights; four handicraft 
outfits; 2,400 pairs each of gym shoes, 
shorts and shirts; 626 baseballs, 112 
bats and 80 sets of baseball suits; 45 
footballs , 130 pairs of boxing gloves; 
75 sets of water colors, 30 of oil colors 
and 4,000 pencils. 

Four thousand bridge decks. 600 
games, eight spot lights for the theater, 
363 yards of Mexican cloth for book 
binding, watch repair kits and a wrest-

ling mat. From Sweden the following 
materials were sent to the camp: 250 
ice skates, equipment for six hockey 
teams, a public address system and 
four electric phonographs supplied by 
the United States Army. 

To help ease the first months of 
capture, the "Y" sends a special rec
reational kit to American prisoners in 
Germany as soon as possible after a 
man is taken prisoner. The materials. 
packed in a box d esigned to serve as 
a portable locker, include notebooks, 
pocket Testament, sports articles. 
games, pencils, mouth organs and sim
ilar supplies. Twenty-three hundr~d 
of tnese kits were sent to Stalag XVII 
B during 1944. 

Recreational needs at the camp are 
very great, and the Y.M.C.A. is not 
able to meet all of them. Present main 
needs were said to be all kinds of foot
balls and football clothing. 

Correspondence in regard to United • 
States Armed Forces Institute courses 
(see War Prisoners Aid News, August, 
1944) has been started. 

Scenes as "Y" Workers Visit Stalag Luft III 

The staff at Stalag Luft III poses with the 
workers, Gosta Lundin and Henry Soederberg. 

Left: Lt, Col. Saltsman thanks Henry Soederherg as General 
Vanaman looks on. Center: Col. Goodrich, Lt. Col. Klocko and 
Lt. Col, McNichell get their picture snapped, Right: Henry 

the "Y" men as their guests for lunch. Mr. Lundin, director of 
Y.M.C.A. services in Germany, is seated in the left foreground. 

Soederherg and Col. Delmar T. Spivey. Bottom, left: Mr, Soed
erherg and Col. Goodrich. Bottom, right: The boys try a few 
musical instruments that have just arrived from the Y.M.C.A. 



St-alag Luft I Continues to Grow: 

Books, Athletic Articles • 1n Demand 
Stalag Luft I, where American and ,,i 

British airmen are interned, is rapidly 
expanding and now c·omprises two sec
Uons, North Camp and West Camp, 
while a third, South Camp, is in proc
ess of ,being organized, according to 
Christian Christiansen, who reported 
a visit to the camp in a wireless mes
sage to the New York headquarters of 
War Prisoners Atd of the Y.M.C.A. 

"This means that all requests will 
have to be met in triplicate," said Mr. 
Christiansen, who was accompanied by 
Hugo Cedergren, associate director of 
War Prisoners Aid. "For instance, we 
{urnished some time ago a sound film 

,·projector to West Camp. This will have 
to be done for the other two sections, 
and the same applies to the library, 
sports equipment and musical instru
ments. 

Camp Has Difficulties 

"Many difficulties at Stalag Luft I 
have not yet been overcome. One no
tices that the camp is being reorgan
ized, and that most of the prisoners 
have been in captivity only a short 
time and have not yet become ad
justed to camp life. However, in the 
last two weeks many shipments have 
arrived from the Y.M.C.A. and this has 
greatly improved the general morale." 

Mr. Cedergren was able to inform 
the American prisoners of the Armed 
Forces Institute courses available 

through the Y.M.C.A.,and they showed 
much interest. Up until now all study 
has been done in conjunction with the 
British program. About 20 classes are 
running in each section. However, lack 
of room is an unfortunate handicap. 
In the North Camp, for instance, the 
dining· room must be used--one study 
group in each corner. Note paper, 
books, pencils and textbooks arrive 
regularly from Stockholm. 

Prisoners Empty Library 
"Although since my last visit new 

shipments of books have arrived, li
braries in both sections are still inade
quate. There is not even one book per 
man, and if within the next fortnight 
another thousand prisoners should ar
rive, the situation will be still worse. 
For the time being we cannot send too 
many books to Stalag Luft I. We saw 
only empty shelves in the library, with 
all available books loaned out. Book
binding materials are urgently needed, 
and we are ordering them at once." 

In order to show their appreciation 
for Y.M.C.A. services, the American 
prisoners prepared a program of en
tertainment during the two-day visit 
of the ';Y" representatives, which Mr. 
Christiansen said was "excellent." 
There were sports events, concerts and 
dramatic performances. American 
swing and jazz music alternated with 
classical music by the British sym-

JVeight of Long Captivity Bears 
11 eavily on Men, Report States 

The deteriorating effects of long $ 

confinement on prisoners of war, 
which War Prisoners Aid of the 
Y.M.C.A. endeavors to prevent and 
correct by supplying recreational, edu
cational and religious materials, are 
vividly described in a report about 
Italian camps in England received 
from a visiting "Y" secretary. 

"The life in the camps appears to 
progress," he said. "Those in the old 
established camps add this and that 
for their comfort or their entertain
ment. The newcomers work at their 
huts, their water towers, their gardens 
anci their playing fields. Confusion 
gradually subsides into order like the 
sediment in a bottle. 

"Yet life in a war prison camp does 
not really progress. Not because of 
its rigidity. Not because of the truck 
loads of men who drive off in the 
mornings and return in the evenings 
day after day to work in the fields. 
After all, most normal lives are sub
ject to routine and without it would 
disintegrate. But because prison life 
is superimposed and artificial , it re-

mains static. 
"On some of the men long captivity 

is having its effect, which one hopes 
will not be disastrous. Sometimes it 
is the actual symbols of imprisonment 
which become intolerable. The un
compromising symmetry of the huts. 
The daily walks to and fro between 
them which can be measured, exactly, 
in paces. The barbed wire is a token 
only, but a token of something immit
igable. The views beyond it of woods 
and hills become too familiar, however 
they may change with the seasons and 
passing hours, and however they may 
fling their shadows-familiar and yet 
infinitely remote . 

"War prison life is a vacuum, which, 
one is told, nature abhors, and that is 
why it is so important for us to intro
duce, even as mere palliatives, what 
we can to mitigate it. Fortunately, 
most of the men realize this, and can, 
as a rule , find some outlet. 

"The camp leader savagely plans his 
garden, the teachers work feverishly 
in the interests of their classes, the 
camp captain grimly inspects his flaw-

by Allied Fliers 
phony orchestra. On the second day a 
religious service commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Y.M.C.A. was 
held at West Camp. 

"In between the many and varied 
items of the entertainment program," 
said Mr. Christiansen, "we had a few 
minutes in which to talk to individual 
prisoners-chaplains, librarians, sports 
leaders, choir and orchestra conduc
tors and education directors-and to 
discuss with them their various prob
lems." 

Mr. Christiansen reported that the 
150-page, cloth bound, Wartime Log 
books supplied to American prisoners 
of war by the Y.M.C.A. are very popu
lar, and that a new shipment of about 
300 copies had just arrived. "Enter
tainment is well organized," he said. 
"Both sections have several orchestras 
and theater groups, and most all the 
men actively pursue various sports. 
Y.M.C.A. materials make it possible for 
them to follow their particular hob
bies, too." 

Camp Built in 1942 

Stalag Luft I, located near Barth on 
the Baltic Sea, was established in 1942 
for men from the British air force . 
During the summer of 1943 Americans 
began to arrive in the camp. In Oc
tober 1943, new buildings were put up 
to accommodate the ever-increasing 
population. 

less barracks and the chaplain his 
beautiful chapel on which no money 
or effort is too great to expend. They 
become obsessed. It is their k,rm of 
escape." 

Overseas Shipments 
(Continued :from pag·e 1) 

charcoal carried on the top of the car. 
It frequently is difficult to obtain even 
charcoal in Europe, so the gasoline 
must indeed be a boon to the men who 
must visit the camps. 

One hundred bicycles also have been 
sent to Europe, to be used for the most 
part to permit chaplains and camp 
leaders to visit working detachments. 

Blind prisoners were not forgotten. 
They were sent 22 special phonographs. 
and large supplies of the "talking 
book" type of records. 

Art supplies included 17,756 yards of 
cloth, 11,675 lithographs, 4,000 pounds 
of miscellaneous paint supplies such 
as oils, varnish and water colors. 

Over 200 Hollywood feature motion 
pictures and 50 sound projectors were 
sent. Prisoners are eager to obtain 
films as they bring them a glimpse of 
the outside world, and a touch of home. 


