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(Editor's Note---,.'I'he following 
story was written exclusively for 

· the Associated Press by Jeff Grif• 
fin, Oklahoma City Times re
porter, and younger brother of 
Bennett Griffin, flying around 
the world with Jimmy Mattern in 
an attempt to set a time record.) 

Attired once more in the trappings 
of a . cowboy, Will Rogers, political 
wiseacre and champion of Democra
cy's bid for the White House, mount• 
ed a mustang of the air here Wednes
day morning and headed for Wichita 
Fa!Is, where he will make a brief BY JEFF GRIFFIN 
stop before going to W. T . Waggo-
ner's Three-D Ranch for a rest. Copyright, 1932, by Associated Press. 

Rogers arrived here Tuesday :eight OKLAHOMA CIT.Y, July 6.-1,ike 
on a Bowen Airlines plane from Clare- a person sickened by . some bitter ex
more, Okla .. his old home town, where perience, Bennett Griffin, my older 
he went for a short visit as soon. as brother, · who, with Jimmie Mattern, 
the Democratic 'National Convention is attempting a globe-circling flight, 
adjourned. He was met at the Mu• returned from the World War de
'nicipal , Airport by Railroad Commis• termined to forget he ever had flown 
sioner E. 0. Thompson of Amarillo, an airplane. · 
Dr. Webb Walker and Amon G. Car· Wtihin -a fortnight, at his home in 
ter, and escorted to the River Crest Norman, Okla., he had changed ibis 
home of Waggoner for a visit with mind. He realize'd that "flying blood" 
the veteran cattleman and capitalist. , throbbed through his body and he 

He was the guest of Carter Tues- swayed to its beckoning. 
day night at the Fort Worth Club He has flown ever since. He calls 
and . left Wednesday at 8 .:40 a. m. in aviation his "business," and once he 
a chartered' Bowen Airlines plane advised me, - like all older brothers 
with A. B. Hatch, chief mechanic for like to do, that "to make . a greater 
the company, at -the controls. Before success in any business you get in

. leaving Rogers was presented with a try to do soll)ething out of the ordi• 
pair of cowboy boots, ducking pan ts nary." 
and a Shady Oak Farm 10-gallon hat. · And in true fashion, I have seen 

Rogers was met in Wirhita Fans· sinee, he has tried to practice the 
same creed he imparted to me. Not 

(TURN TO PAGE 2, C_ OLUMN 3) that he has yet gained the distinc
tion he wants-but -he has tried. 



HOGEASMOUNTS 

MUSTANG or AIR 
(C9NTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

by Charles H. Featherston, the Texas 
delegate who carried the biggest Gar• 
ner-for-President banner in the dem
.on,stra tlons staged in the Chicago Sta
dium, and they motored to. Zasa- . 
weis-ta, headquarters of the Waggoner ; 
Ram~ • 

"I sorta hope tne cowhands have : 
not heard about the national conven• , 
tions for I want to forget politics for 
a few .days and really enjoy the old 
range life again," Rogers commented. 
"I've wanted to visit Mr. Waggo
ner's ranch· for a long· ti1' e. All I'm 
askin' is a chance to rid the range 
again, rope a few \calves n,d eat out 
ol. the chuck , wagpn." 

Two national politiCJll conventions 
in tile last 'three weeks ap.d a hurry 
Up trip · ba:ck to California between 
conventions for work on a new pic
ture had not rubbed the wide grin 
off Rogers' face nor thinned the hait 
in his unruly forelock when he drop
ped in here Tuesday · night. He 
looked nattier than usual, dressed in 
a fine-checked double-breasted Summer 
suit, blue polka-clot tie ·and sailor 

·straw, but he voluntarily doffed the 
"glad rags" for the range· regalia. 

Waggoner was seaJed on the porch 
of his home when Rogers arrived 
there. With Carter by his side, Rog
ers was quick to explain, ''don't wor

. ry, l\fr. Waggoner, this is one time 
I'll guarantee that Amon Carter 

· won't ask you for money." 
Rogers praised the co-operati,e spir

it · of Waggoner in g}ving $1(),000 to 
the Texas Garner-for-President fund 
and making it possible for the Texas 
delegation to p1,1t on the big show it 
did in Chicago. His contribution also 
made it possible to take along the 
Old Gray Mare Band, one of the 
few bands able to get back frbm the 
convention without asking for help. 
Rogers asked about the band when ·he 
first arrived and spoke of the im
pression it ·made at the convention. 
The Three-D Farm emblems worn by 
the bandsmen on their uniforms were 
the objects of much curiosity. 

Rogers told Waggoner he expected 
to return here in the Fall for the 
opening of the racing season ·at Ar
lington Downs. He praised th" 
downs as "one of the finest plants 
of its kind in the country, a credit 
to Texas and a tribute to fine 
horses." 

In discussing the Democratic tick• 
et, 'Rogers said that "the Democrats 
should not have any trouble winning 
if nil members of the party are loy• 
al and do not become entangled in 
trivial things." A Democratic vie, 
tory is nli@ded to revive and reunite 
the country, he declared. 

"'l'he Democrats have a platform 
that is honest, frank and courageous," 
Rogers continued, "and is a marked 
contrast to the Republican platform, 
which· is moderately damp on om, 
side, mildewed on the other and full 
of splinters." 

He expressed the view that "Texas 
was pretty lucky" in the final re
sults of the Democratic convention. 

"Of course; Texas wanted Garner 
for President," he said, "and you can 
not blame 'em. I hope everyhocty 
down here knows it was that Cali
fornia gang of lemon squeezers that 
sold out and climbeq on the band 
wagon and not -Texas. The troublt! 
with you, Amon, and the other Tex
ans, you fellows meant what you 
said when you nominated Garner. 
But shucks, at that you're pretty 
lucky. You got a Vice President. 
There's a1ways been serious doubt be
fore about giving you representation. 
It's the best ticket the Democrats 
ever had. They've got a couple of 
guys that everybody's heard of. Es· 
pecially the Vice President. It's a 
sort of innovation to have a Vice 
President the people know something 
about. He will be a new thing in 
Vice Presidents, too, and will more 
than likely take a very active part 
as a Cabinet member. llou betcha, 
Garner won't be no ordinary Vice 
President. You're liable to hear of 
that bird every once in a while." 

Rogers had nothin3, but praise for 
Roosevelt, citing especially the nom
inee's precedent in flying to Chicago 
to accept the nomination and save 
expense as an example of courage, 
activity and serious concern over the 
party's welfare. 

He would not comment at length 
on his part in the Democratic con'l"en• 
tion. dlsmi111iJ!1 the fact that he re
leased the 22- votes Oklahoma ten-



dered him on the third ballot with 
the remark that "It was the only 
thing to do. I just haven 't got time 
to take the job." 


