Mr Carter: Relative .t0 your inqulry regarding “1ll
Rogersa' stuff last night: | |
I think we were one of the first pﬂp'5a i~»+he country
to buy his stuff. My recollection is thct + bought lt
in the early part of 1921 before he went w1th the
McNaught syndioate.Tbe 01d New York “erald had a .
syndlcate that never had amounted to anything run by
axX man named Davidsqn.,és put out an offer on Rogers
stuf fel had met Rogers when he played here at the
Majesticshis act then was mostly a roplng act_though
he sanﬁwichedVin'som§7Wisseracks and humor( belleve that
was about I9+2 0T,I9iz» and had seen Als flrst atte mpt at
syndlcate writing, which I believe washaniled by the NEA.

“hen the Herald put out its geheral offer,The Ptar

Telegram oo\ the ¥ichita Falls times bought it. The

offer.covered only an article once a week, elther for
Baturday o5 PSuniay felease.HOwévar, the gervice never
3tnrtcd. aviison wrote in later that he could not get

enough papers interested. T&

over he 1ist from the Hsar

Mo“augnt took 1t up;took
and the gervige started.‘
Moﬁaught told us at the time that the service badzbeen
s0ld in Texas to us -and #1chita Fal1s which aocoﬁhts for
the fact that “ichlta Fallsg has the Suniay now.Later
Rbgers pﬁi out a dally feature under the title "Today 8
Worst story". We Dbought that.W¥e 413 not OOEEGn on the
wire feature for several months after it had started and

after 1t got gdihg g0 well the “Worst'story" was dropped «

L think we have used him on every convention and bouvht

evnry other, service of his since. 1 do not recall L 4



“a time when we hwve not.

I algo recall along about 1912 or 1913 ®hen he was

playing the Magestic tHak T wdTeed all over town with

him early one mqrning trying to find some tamales for him
and that fallling he flneliy ncmpromiseé on a bowl ofiohili
,atbReid's 0ld ¢hili -parlor on Maln. “180 ;n the files of
that fime is a half page story I wrote on him, which probably
ﬁ:inwgrth a rap but fcfimportant because\it' wag the longest

we 4 ever run any actor up to that time ZRIXXBXRNRPMRERXIXX

L e
or sinces i wl] :
We were alsollnstrumental in ringing about the syndlcat

‘lon of Y33 Melntyre. It came about 1in this way: Joe Glags,

former AP manager at “allas, ﬁad gons té Ohlo ags editorial
dlrector for the GOVQPQD” Cox papers. On a visit tolths'state
he told me of the luck he wag having with tne V3g Melntyre

: feature; I had never h@arﬂ gf A%t wasn t syndicated.He
t013 me to write to Odd at the o0lA Majestlc hqtel, I believe,
that he would gell it for little or nofhing, that he was

a press agent and the column was a side llne. & 5id;sm&x
U33 quoted the feature at $20 per mon+h and we bought it.

A few weeks later, Charlie McAdam, whom I had known when
with MbClure‘but ﬁho wag then with McNéughﬁ blew,;n, He saw
McihtYfe'ruﬂning, asked how it was going Ans ph il Dad wan -
a frienﬁ of his. Thét night at dinner hewasked me if I
thoﬁght he coﬁlﬂ be Synﬁicétedoléter in New York he told
‘me Odd was making $400 per week out of his press agent

angd other actlvities; that he would have to give these up

Af he started syndlcating and that the syndlcate naturally

would'hgve to pay him that much. Qdd's list at the time



3 .
ghowed ' a gross revenue of §168.Gharlie gald he would take
hin on if he could get the $400 guar&nted.ﬂe asked me toO
stand a r‘*aise to $I0 per week, which I gig .“’e askeﬁ the
others on the list to do the same and got within shooting
distance of the $400+Then Y34 felt sorry for him and agreed
to do a Sunﬁay.articlé, letting Charlle take all the gross
revenue from 1t.From that he has gons up to where'l think
his guarantee isv%2750 weekly; ahﬂ this from about I922.
. JuN '



