Rogers Re’étsAftér Receiving H Lghest |
| Tnbute Ever Oifered a Prwate Citizen

Later His Body Will Bes
Moved To His Beloved
Okl a homa

By United Press.
HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 23 —Will
Rogers, having received the high—
est tribute ever ottered a private
citizen, rested today in a ‘stone
vault in Forest ‘Lawn. Memorial
Park awa.iting the tlme wh

ncrete evidence that his
wish was 2 command. 1

' This was illustrated during
ceremonies yesterday . when his
coffin remained closed despite: ‘the
desire of 50,000 people, who filed
past it whue it lay in state, and
of close friends who attended the|
last rites at the Wee Kirk o’ the
Heather at Korest Lawn, to have
a last glimpse at the kindly face
of the actor.

Rogers had requested that none
but relatives see his body after
death and that request was carried,
out.

His widow, Mrs, Betty Blake
Rogers, his children, Mary, Will
Jr., and Jim, were expected to de-
cide within the next. few days
‘when the body will be retyrned to-
the state where he was born and

(Turn to Pago 10)

FOR PICKS SOCIAL
SEGURITY DIRECTORS

New Hamoshlre. Arkansas. |-

MAN CHARGED
IN GIRL'S DEATH

‘Farmer of Near Grapevme

Says He Doesn’t Remem-
‘ber Shooting. Woman

to the sheriff
Miss Rodden, shot in the side
at 4:30 a. m. yesterday ‘at 510
Kast Third St., where she room-
ed, died in City-County Hospital
late yesterday.

o1 guess 1 must have shot her,
but I don’t remember it Harrell
told e¢ity and county officers who
arrested him at his farm home
seven miles southeast of Grape-
vine early today.

Known as ‘Harold.’

Harrell was arrested after in-
genious investigation by detectives
who were told that the man with
Miss Rodden was known as ‘‘Har-
old” and was a “left-handed pool

shooter.” This description led the

officers to Harrell, who has quite
a reputation at Gra.pevine as a

left-handed pool shooter.

,City detectives took him:'to the
home of a brother ' in Dallas
where Harrell admitted conceal-
ing a gun, Fe turned the gun

over to officers, who returned him |

here. J

Harrell sald he met Miss Rod-
den for the first time early yes-
terday at a beer tavern at 13th
and Jones .Sts., where -the girl
was employed. Miss Rodden, he
said asked him to take her home

‘friends, were consoled in t

25 000 Resndents of Post’
Adopted State Pay
Him Final Honor

OKLAHOMA CITY, Aug. 23.
The body of Wﬂey Eost. adven

y wa
; the  First
Church here. Thousands
homans had taken their
at the body a few hours:
ag it lay in state in the
of the State Capitol.
Friénds and neighbors
one-eyed aviator, who was
with Will Rogers in an a

attended funeral services
nesday afternoon at Post’
town of Maysville.

SEeWEER R oat:
parents, and other relativ

reavement by the  full -
praise in eulogies .and serm
yesterday’s services.

Gov. E. W. Marland of @kl:
homa praised the aviator’s
domitable will, his courage
science which took him a

(Turn to Page 10)

WITT GETS U. S. P
WASHINGTON, Aug.
President Roosevelt today N
three members on the ]
Mexican - claims commissi
follows:” Former Lieutenant
ernor Edgar E. Witt, Texas
man; James H. Sineclair,
Dakota; Darrell T. Lane, Ut




the sene& being wntten by Rob-

Tlong-time studw assoczate Wzll
- Rogers. :
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By ROBERT BURKHARDT

(Copyright, 1935, by United Press)

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 23.—Will
Rogers might have been one of
the greatest political figures in
the world, had he chosen to' sub-
jugate his sense of humor and
become a serious man of affairs.
- At various times he was sug-
gested by thousands of people who
|recognized his qualities beneath
his jesting - exterior for offices
ranging from President of the
United States down to city coun-
cilman. But these he always
laughed off.

Once when the demand that
Will campaign for the United
States Senate became insistent, -he
halted the campaign with a vig-

orous ‘“No
‘““There’s already too many
comedians in Congress,” he ex-

plained. ‘‘Competition would be
too keen for me.”
A Life-Long Democrat

Although he tried to maintain
a semblance of neutrality in pol-
itiecs, and slammed Republicans
and Democrats with strict impar-
tiality when he thought they rated
it, Rogers was a life-lohg Demo-
crat.

However, -he studiously avoided
partisanship and was as often
called into consultation by lead-
ers of the G. O. P. as he was by
his own organization for campaign
advice.

In introducing the late Gov.
‘James Rolph at a movie premiere
‘once, Rogers mentioned that “Jim-
my has the Republicans jumpine
through hoops in this state,” and
added, ‘‘Personally T'mi‘notiia
member of any organized party
—I'm a Democrat.”

Contributed to Demos

Rogers contributed liberally,
but anonymously, to the campaign
coffers of the Democrats, but on
numerous occasions he appeared
on Republican programs when
benefits were being staged to
raise funds for that party’s war
chest. )

He was a shrewd observer of
political trends and was in con-
stant touch with all sections. of
the @ country = by correspondence
and personal contact.

*Many people still believe that
the humoristipnce was mayor of
Beverly Hills, \Calif. He rejoiced
in that title fo‘r several years and
had a‘ World,of fun pretendmg

‘ert Burkhardt on the hfe of his

#On the set’” .. . Will Ilogers
that he was the political boss.
However:™he never was more than
“honorary mayor.”

One of the comedian’s greatest
delights were the national con-
ventions of the two principal po-
litical partiesand Wwhen Demo-
crats and Republicans get to-
gether next summer to name their
standard bearers for the following
four years, there will be a terrific
gap'in the press ranks with Will’s
grinning face :absent.

Fertile Flield for Gags

Rogers found politics a fertile

studies one of his appealing parts.

field for his gags, and he worked
in many a sly comment on na-
tional and world affairs _in his
pictures. §

One of the funniest of his
stunts concerned the ‘late Calvin
Coolidge, whom Rogers later eame
to love like a brother and who, in
turn, admired the comedian al-
most as much as any other man
he ever met.

Shortly after Mr. Coolidge wa
nominated for vice president. som
of the special writers coverilg the
convention were commenting o

ian old

demanded later
he sald

icture, he always could
!be found after work galloping
labout he small field at his ranch,
;swinging a mallet at the white
‘ball, or practicing with some of
‘his friends at the Uplifters Field
‘nearby. He almost always wore

‘leather jacket, cowboy
boots and slouch hat.

J. A. Wigmore, Cleveland, 0.,
capitalist and polo enthusmst in-
troduced Rogers to the game some
15 years ago.

Started Polo Craze 5

Rogers was the original player
among ‘Hollywood actors, and
through him Hal Roach, Darryl
Zanuek, Frank Borzage, Spencer
Tracey and many others took up
the game until it now is the prin-
cipal Sunday afternoon sport of
the colony.

Not so long ago Rogers met the
Mdivani brothers, Prince David
and Serge at the polo field, and
wag introduced to them for the
first time. !

“eWell, i boys,”. ' hel said,  “I'm
happy to meet you—but don’t ask
me | to marry you.”

the purchase of polo ponies, and
as he was a hard, swashbuckling
player, he wore them out rapidly.
As he never would sell a horse
once he bought it, the problem of

became so acute that Mrs. Rogers
put her foot down when her hus-
band planned to buy a whole
string of Argentina ponies.

Without putting up an argu-
ment, Rogers turned up for a big
game with two of the worst old
plugs he could find. The con-
trast with the sleek, thorough-
breds was so apparent, that Mrs.
Rogers capitulated and begged
Will to get himself some decent
\mounts.

2( Tomorroin;—Philanthropy) 5

1azed to see the stern- |
10nte suddenly burst

S he, gag, B111 2 they

it
“I

'screen, HBddie CantorpBﬂl Hart

His greatest extravagance was |

taking care of so many animals|

the humorist’s favorite song.
~ Fred Stone, i ¢

Spencer Tracy and Irvin Cobb

were among those who*wept with- |

out shame in the Wee Klrk o’ the M

Heather.

- Never before ha.d there been

such a turn-out of notables for’ al

public citizen.

The list included Charlie Chap~
lin, Mary Pickford, Norma Shear-
er, Will Hays, Joe H. Brown and

scores of others connected with :

the film industry.
Farley Attends Rites

Notables outside the film World i

included Postmaster General
James Farley, Amelia Earhart and
Cornelius Vanderbilt Jr,.

In direct contrast and in per-
fect keeping with the cross section |
of friends Will Rogers made, were
Stepin Fetchit, the negro com




