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Bas-relief of Will Rogers 
Work of Local Sculptress 
Shawn in Business District 
Newspaper Article Inspired 

Mrs. Laura Sutton to Cre
ate Likeness of Beloved 
American Humorist 

A bas-relief of the late Will Rog 
ers made modeleld by Mrs. Laura 
Sutton, noted local sculptress, is 
on display in downtown Beaumont. 

The head of the famed comedian 
as created in plaster by Mrs. Sut
ton offers that pose of him which 
an adoring world knew best; chin 
down, eyes sidewise, mischievous, 
smiling. 

Mrs. Sutton was inspired to create 
a likeness of Rogers during the past 
summer when she happened on an 
unusually pertinent newspaper story 
that was topped by a picture of 
the inimitable American who was 
a composite writer-actor-humorist
philanthropist. The story related 
an instance whenthe University of 
Oklahoma wished to confer upon 
Rogers the degree of doctor of hu
manity. The great humorist's re
sponse was, "Make it doctor of ap
plesauce." 

Desire to Model Created 
It was irresistible, Mrs. Sutton 

explains. That picture created an 
artistic gnawing for the sculptress 
that finally forced itself out 
through her fingertips onto clay 
in the same manner in which all 
creative interpretation is produced. 

Mrs. Sutton who is affectionatr
ly known as Beaumont's sculptor
ing grandmother, ca1'ne into artistic 
prominence less thl},n a dozen years 
ago. After half a century of quiet, 
faithful service to her family, Mrs. 
Sutton began a career of her own 
when a bit of modeline'. clay as
sumed an \interesting shape in her 
hands with almost no effort at all. 
She began a study of the art in 
earnest, and today . she is famed 
for her fine talent and sincerity 
of application. 

Death Delayed Work 
The local sculptress had planned 

to finish the study of Will Rogers 
for display at the fair. But her 
work was interrupted by news of 
the death of her subject, and she 
was unable to bring herself to the 
completion of the head until re
cently. It was the first year since 
Mrs. Sutton has been modeling 
that she had nothing on exhibit at 
the fait. 

Mrs. Sutton's model • of the be 
loved humorist has already been 
purchased by the Jefferson Amuse
ment company and by several in
dividuals in and out of Beaumont. 
The plaque may be seen on display 
at Rosenthal's, J. C. Penney's, 
Thames store No. 1, White House 
and the Beaumont Floral company. 

Mrs. Sutton is giving a generous 
donation to the Rogers fund from 
all orders that she receives before 
contnbutions close on Thanksgrv
ing. 


