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Thc::.•e are nany hills, but only here and there a great 
towering Mr . Shasta ; 

'.i'},_ero are nany strenns, but only here and there a great 
llississippi ; 

There are rnmy trees , but onl~r here and. there a great 
Sequoia giganta ; 

Ther e are nari:, echoes, but o::-ily now and then an original 
voice; 

There are ''Dny nusicians , but only now and then a 
Mendelssohn or a Mozart; 

Thero are nany politicians, but only now and then a 
cor.manding statesnan ; 

Ther e are rn.rn.y people , but only now and then an out­
standing individual . 

• 

When a great pe r sonality suddenly appears, the world stops in its 

busy rush to look and. listen . The nonotony of life is broken for a 

nonent . A naJ1 who is 11 different 11 has nttracted the attention of all. 

He soon becoDos a ho r o , for nen and vronen bow before a strong and nag-

netic personality . Such has b een tho 1111ique and cor.manding positi on 

of Will Ro6 ers during the last quart0r of 2 century. He has been the 

one figure in the life of our nat i on vrho has dravm to hinself the ad-

::.1iration and the love of all classes of people . 

It is no exagger at i on to say that no nan has been so universally 

appreciated and loved ns Will Rogers . 



.. 

Henc e , t oday nQ t onl y a::1 e:::1tire nG. ti on , but people of al l na ti ons 

nr ound t he vro r ld. uour n his sudd.en ancl. t r c:-,gic going fr ,y1 ou.r nidst . 

Mo;-,sur ed_ by any 'me of o.. hn.lf do zun s t andnrds , one of the ve r y 

gr oc,t 0s t nen Ane r i ca has ev er p r oduc ed has g '.m e on a littl e while ahead 

of us i ::ito t h['.,t li fe of tr,r e c>.t or o:pp ortun i t y nnd servic e tha t Chr is t ho.,s 

:p:..· opar od f o r the:::1 who l ove Hin . 

Wi ll R)gcrs was a r.10..:-1 v1i th the hi ghos t s e:::1 so o f honor. He di d no t 

s t oop t o li t tl e tr i cks to win tho f avor of non . Ho vras n.bs olute ly 

g0mui no r.nd sinc er e. Tho word ns incere 11 nean s v1i t hr:mt 11 putty11 or 11 paint 11 • 

Een u se putty ~ d v eneer t J stop up tr.o cr a c!::s and give the apporir ance o f 

hn,r d vrood t rJ t hat r.·hich i s no t go:r..ui ne . But Will R0 g or s never na de ri:..;y 

pre t ense , Eo r.·-,;:: j us t nnturctlly hone st , s i nc e r e Ecnd genuine . 

Ho wns pur e ni:1.ded nnd cl ean i n h is t h i nki ng . Like a rubbe r ball 

bounding on [', cl oa r. r·n.11 , he t hr ow out his t hough ts 8,::1.0. they r eb ounde d t 0 

you rri t :10ut t[cin t or soi l upon y ,')ur he rtr t lend souJ. . He or.phn.si zed the 

t or,.ching of t ho c;rent Apo stl e Paul vrho s,,id : 11 Whct soovc r t hings nr o true , 

,:hnt soovor things rro hmest , r hnt s oov or t hinc;s o..re jus t , nhntsoov or things 

a r e pur o , TThat soevor t hings a r e l ov oly , 1·:h:,tsoev ur thi ngs c1.rc 'J f good 

r eport , i f there 'oe ,my v L·tuo n:1a. i f thoro be o,ny ::-i r n i S 8 , thi nk on 

I t ,··as upon such t:~1: '-_~s a s those tha t Will Rogers thought, 

and he int e r p r ot ocl t hc;:1 in t e r::1s of v:i t a::1.d hun::i r which :on.de then attr nc-

tive ~nd wi nso~o . Tho o:1l y tine I ev e r honrci h i n s n.y n r[-tthor shnr p and 

cm s tic t hi :1g ,.-rns wh en a s-peakor ['., t n k \nque t t old n r n.ther d.ou';) tful s t or y 

and when Wil l lmd h i s t u r n , he s ;:.id 11 My fr i end ' s nind is like a rnce hor s e . 

It soe::1S t o r un bes t on n. di r t y t r nck . 11 Hi s ovm s oul p r e f e rre d t h o 

t hings tlm t 1ro r o clean a nd br i ch t nnd :1ol p ful and ho found it e .'.:1.sy t o Of, chev: 

goss i p ['.nd s c n.ndnl ncid spenk v.,o:rds of he lpfulne ss and good cheer. 



He was o., ::mn o f synpr>,t ho t i c kindness . He underst ood hunan 

nn tur e . He knew it s rreaknes s es and its str uggles . 

our sins nhile he nadc us 12-ugh at our nistnkes . 

He could f orgive 

So□e tines a great 

['.Dd str ong churact er stands aloof fr or.1 nankind. He is as cold as pu r e ice 

and as unsynpathe tic as a nountnin of snow . But Wil l Roger s was vrisely 

hunan and natrually kind . He had the synpathy of a nothor for her child 

and the k inclness of a friend fo r a friend . 

11 0h , for t he subtle touch of his art ~ 

Oh , f or the g ift of his pen 

Oh , for his snile , just onc e in [\, while, 

Oh , f or his ways n,7ong nen ! 

Oh , for the gentl e charn of his speech ~ 

Oh, for the powers of 1 , 
ill S nind -

But , nos tly zre :pray 

On this deep-shadovred dny , 

J ust fo r h is gr a c e t o be kind ~" 

Will Rogers was a l oyal fri end and bro ther . He understood hunan 

na t-1J.r e so well thn t he did no t nisjudce nen nnd nonen . He v1as so 

thoughtful ancl c onsiderate of othe r s the. t he vJOuld not per ni t hir.1self to 

b e 1u1jus t or unkind or unfri encn y . 

11 I t el l ;you one t hing pleases ::1e about this friendly nan, 

He ah.rays says t he kindest things about folks that he can , 

Pe r hap s t· ·0y 1 r e gnarled a nd crooked as a twisted stick o I vmod , 

But Will, he seens t o think that t hey 1 d be bette r if they c ould . 

An 1 s onehow he just 1:.1akes you f ee l you 1 d like t o take his hand, 

An 1 try an ' walk along o 1 hin towards the Be tte r 18_11.d. 

Ye knovr he I d not be hnrd on ye if ye stu::1bl ed now and then 

Perhaps he ' s had tr oubl e s o 1 his o,;m that r.1akes hin fe e l for nen . 11 



He did not have a shadon o f int oler ance or pre j u dice in his nake-

up . He TTns n br other to all ,mnkind . Like his Mns tor, he 11 vren t about 

doing r:;ood 11 t o r.Lll classes and r ace s o f nen . 

s or.1e huI1'ble service f or the eood of other s. 

He rras never above doi ng 

Tho l ns t tr,o tir.10s tho..t I had the great pleasur e and privi l ege o f 

o,ppe[\,ring ,7i th hin on thcl pla t f or n , I nns introducing hin t o do his shar e 

f or tho McKinley Orphan Eoys 1 Hone . And after that , for the r aising of 

:1oney for tho colored people in one of ou r 'big :Baptist chur ches in Souther n 

California . When drought or flo od or ear thquake or stor :.1 brought suf-

f or ing and star vnti on t o his fel l o':"r nen , he gave his service vri tl1out 

thought of h inself to ;~1iniste:r thr ough t:1e Red Cross and other <"-gencies 

t o thoce nho \'!G r o s ick [lJld disconsolate nnd b ereft . His place in t he 

hearts of t he people of our nntion is secure, because of his sacrificing 

spirit ancl helpful :Jinistry t o tho va ri ous ne e ds of ~1,cnkind . 

Will Rogers vms p reeminently the apostle of go od hur-1or. He was 

a hur1orist ,,-,,h:i nnde fun thnt vm.s good n.ntured vri thout the sting of acid 

or the bn.ro of spite . At first ,-re laugl10d at tho best stor y ho had to 

tel l us . Then \7e chuckled and s::1il od , n.nd sonetines l,mghed hila r iously 

at tho r 1iso cra cks he t ook at poli ticiEcns £'.nd statesnen, sinne r and saint .• 

His oright nnd nit ty saying s i7ill bo r cpeo.tod throughout the year s t o cone 

and tho vro r ld will con tinue t o laugh at his repartee and keen , but kindly 

phil osophy of life. He proved to nll ,1en that good hu:r1or and 1:i t nnd 

s:.1il es nnd 1nughte r ne r e no t out of hnrr:iony with the p r ofoundest sinceri ty , 

the cleanest c '.mduct and the noblest living. He also denonstr nt ed that 

n c: rri;::ient 6oes v:ith Chr istianity , be en.use t o b e Chr istlike is t o o e hnppy 

and kindly , t o seek: the ,;·elfare nnd hap:;:-J iness of o ther s and t o s:iile r:hil e 

y0u ;mke o ther [-:·1i le . Will Rogers Y1n.s the r.mster ::1n,gicin.n 17110 vri th n 

si:.1ple phr r,,se could turn lnu6hter in t o t ears /end ten.rs intJ lnughter. 
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Hr. Vinr nock , n, p r o,·1inen t ner1spnper 7 D..YJ. , h[ls ,7el l snid : 

11 J.3 . . :) Ved ,·1onri..rch of al l ,rho l e s o::1e nirth 

High pri est of j oy , apostle of good cheer, 

Lover of life, defender of true uorth , 

Todp,y the rmrl cl s tand_s silent nt your bi er. 

So brnvo you vre re, s o noole , good ['.,nd trud 

Your gl adness svree t e:vied c~l l our "bitt er ye2"rs ; 

You s:1ilod and [1,11 the no rl cL s~1iled r,,ft e r you , 

We lnughed ni th you , till 12.ught e r d i ed in t en.r s . 

M:-,_;y [:,11 the t e.'7..rs y ,Jur fri ends l e t fall t od[:.y , 

Uni to in one gro'.'..t silve r str Gl"'o:1 of light 

To ben,r ~/ '.)Ur gentl e s oul upon its nny 

To t hnt fnir hmd y our s,·1ile shnll rmJrn r:o r e bright. 11 



Lnst of rcl l , he hacl a g enius f or l ov e . He l oved people . He l ov ed 

t he t hings t Lut peopl e l ov ed . He l oved to ,1o.ke peopl e happy . He 

l oved t .'.) help be[U' t he burC.ons of h i s bro t her . No nond.e r peopl e g l ndly 

ho rcr d nrnI r ond i7l10.t he lwd t o sny . No TTondor they fl ocked in crornls t o 

s oe h i n ,,hon ho [1.:ppeo.,r ed upon t ho s t nge or pl c1,tfor,1 f or t hey Y: 1:',n t od t o 

kn'.)U ,1or e int i ~:n t oly t he 1 1nn ,.,,hose v oice o.,nci. ,:r i tings lmd cheer ed t hen out 

of t h e i r c!_e1Jr e ss i on nncl inspircct t ho: 1 ,:ith h i gher hope s and i dc;-,l c . Ho 

not onl y l ov e d_ tho people and. l ove d his f ri on cls , but he l oyed his h o:-1e . 

Here ,.~ns found tho f ines t ;met tho hi ghest expr e ssion of his l oynl ty nnd 

c.ovo ti on t o v,ifo nnd_ ch i l dren nnd h o·w idenl s . Ho nondor he lms gai ned 

cc:.1.cl held t:;.e affec ti on of nll ri e;l1 t-ninde cl an.cl n -:Jbl o ;1en a nd. vro :-1en. 

Children l ov ed h in . The boys end girl s l oved h ic:1; young nen o.:'.ld y 1m ng 

no:-1en l oved l: i:1 , nncl the ol cl peopl e l ovec'.. lli :-1 . He m,s of us all nnd for 

us nll, Rnd so i n t u r 21 no '17ore e,ll f •Jr h i :-.1 , nnd h is pas s ing on nr onche s 

t he cho r d s of ev er y ho crt . 

But , yre do n '.) t :-1ou r n ns t h o se ,,ho a r e v,ithout hope . J e su e a ncl the 

s r oD,t Apostle P n . .- 1 hn.ve g i von t o us a bsolute f'.. ssur,mco t hnt den t h doe s 

no t end lifo . It i s o:ily n tro.ns i ti ,)n . Wil l l ov ed t o ven tur o rrhor e 

nen things C-:Julcl b e l oa r n e c_ and t;reo.,tor pr ogross be a tto.,i nod. . If ue 

c :Juld s eo b oyoc1d t he a zure sky in t 0 1::,ic:: he love c1. t o fl y , I expect t hat we 

noul c1 kn -:J '\7 novr thr.:.t he is r oo,l i z inc his fonc1e st c1ronns t o knon and t o do 

s onc t lling untr i e d rmd. ne ',7. 

Wheu t he Apos t l0 P o..ul appr oo,ched. t he t ine :if h i s deat h , he 

11 The t i:-10 0f ;_,y C~epnrtur e ho.,s c o:-10 • 11 The ,;·:or d 11 C.ep['.,r ture 11 hor o s i cnifi es 

t h e l nuncLinc -'.) f n sh ip . Paul r enlly sni d, 11 Tho t ine has c o:-1e f or ;1y 

ship t o bo l nunchod i:1to t h o s ea f or 1.:hich i t ,ms creat e d. 11 He nlso 

snicl , 11 I t is f[l,I' b e t t e r t o bo nbsen t fr on t ::10 body a:1c, t ,J be n t ho~10 

,::i t h t he Lo r d . 11 He c:.i cl Y1o t 1 001: upon c1..onth a s n de f 0at , but r on.lly a s 

a nerr vent u r e <'-nc:_ n hiGh n ttn.i nnen t . 
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The no r d 11 s l eep 11 is usod. o;;,r J esus 2.nc7_ t ho Ne ·:: Tes k non t rrr i t e rs 

Lns t nich t et t riid...11.i cht I ,·:e:1t t o sloop . 

d.o:-i,d t ,) t ho \7•) rl d u..c"1.t il sovon t l1i s '.1~J r n i ng . Eu t I uns li vine e:,nd cni ni ng 

non s tre::.c t ll ;,.,nc'. nev: p,)Yro r f or t he duti es of t his d.:::.y . So our l oved 

ones l ie d.onn in clent h nnd o ec ·J,10 u nc onscious t o t lle t hincs t h:, t h i nder 

nnd hurt .'.encl hetr :1 t o live on in nei;; power o.,nd s tronct h i n 2. life :1or e 

O CC}J. t i ful o oy'.nC. the [:r [cVO. 

A fem yer,,rs [',g0 o. fri end. novocl fr on Nov: Yor k stn. t o t o Los Ancol os . 

Ho cli c:. nc, t o r in.g h i s vrifo CL."1d ch ild.r on with h i,:, ou t l eft t he :-1 i n t l-w enst 

so t ho.. t t ho c~1.ildl· on c oul d c onti nu e ni t hout in t errupti on in s choo l. A 

f e,7 ::1ont hs lnter , Le shoi-:oc'~ !JG n t enutiful ouncal ow vrhich he lmd ouil t 

[,nc1.. hnc. fur :1is!10d ni th a ll t ho c )nvenionces nnd c o,1forts t hat l ov e and 

cood t t'.s t o ni::c1.. ,-.,en.l t h could. suppl y . Then he sni d , 11 1 ru, co i n[,' novr t o 

Non Yo r l: t o 1:;ct ny vrifc P-nc. chilclren [:met "br ine t hen out her e t o o e ni th 

:-.10 in t his DG[\U t i ful hcne . 11 It vms in l 2.n010,co j us t n.s si~1:9l e n.nd pl nin 

11 I D ,w Fr. t her ' s :b.•Juse :..i· e ,mny ~1nns i ons : I 6 0 

And if I co n:1c. p r epnrc n p l ace f or you, 

yo ,,ny oc nl so . 11 

shri,11 ;~oo t :1i·1 ".c;rci:i vnd abide vri t h llin a nd. our Lor d. f or e•,c;r and. f or ev er. 
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