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I AM ENCLOSING HEREWITH A COPY OF A LETTER WHICH 

I HAVE SENT TO MR. JONES, 

AM ALSO ENCLOSING A WAIVER OF NOTICE OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WHICH WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JuNE 22, 

WHICH I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR SIGNING AND RETURNING TO 

ME • 

VERY TRULY YOURS, 

OHN W. [7:!,,,0D~ 



JUNE 2J, 19.3 

MR , JESSE H, JONES 
RECONSTRUCTION F INANCE CORPORAT I ON 

WASHING TON , 0 , C, 

0!:A R, JONES; 

I DON 11 RE CALL WH ETHER OR NOT YOU WERE IN THE ROOM 

YESTERDAY WH EN MAJOR THOMPSON MAOE THE UGGtSTION TO MR , HAYS TH AT 
THt REPRESENTATI VES OF T HE F IVE CIROUl TS IN NEW YORK MI GHT BE THE 

BE ST ONES TO ~RK OUT ANO ADMI NI STER THE OISTRt BU T ION OF THE 

$50 ,000 , OR $1,000 I N EACH STATE;FOR THf; AI D OF HAND ICAPP£D 
CH ILDREN , THE PO INT TH AT HE MADE WAS THAT IF THE THEATRE CIRCUJ TS 
WORKI NG WI TH THE INDEPENDENT THE ATRES ADMINI STERED THI S MONEY AND 
GOT THE PUBLI CITY F'OR IT THAT IT WO UL D HEL P TO MAKE TH£ IND!P[ND[NT 
THE ATR!: OPERATORS AND THE 0 1 ROU IT$ MORE: COOPERATIVE IN THt NE XT 
TWO DR IVU, 

THINK THERE I S A GREAT DEAL I N THE POI NT WH IOH MAJOR 
THO MPSON MAK U BUT I DO HOPE THAT THE EXEOUT IVI: COMMITTEE AND THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF' TH~ COMMI S S I ON WILL GI VE VERY SE RIOUS OONSIO£R
AT I ON TO THE PROBLEM OF THE AL I-OCAT I ON AND THE DI &TR l BUT I ON Of TH 11 
MONEY. 

Al YOU KNOW MR . HAYS HAS INFERRED THAT THE THltATRE OIRCU ITS 
WI LL. NOT CONTI NUE T HE I R ANNUAL. WILL ROGERS Wfl'.K AF' Te:R THE EXT TWO 

YEARS, ASIUMING, AS J THINK WE MUST , THAT THEY WILL NOT, 11' SUMS 
TO ME THAT IN OUR DISTRIBUTI ON OF THE $50,000, WE MUST 00 EVtR YTHI NG POSS• 
IBLE NOT ONLY TO KEEP AL IVE THE NAM£ OF WILL ROGER$ BUT TO BU l,1- D UP 
THE NAME OF WILL ROGtRS ANO THE CH AR I TABLE PURPOSES FOR :VH ICH THE 
COMMI SS I ON WAS FORMED IN ORO!R TO HAV[ AN ANCHOR TO WINOWA~O. 

FE!L THAT THE D I STR I BUT I ON OF THES E MONE YS SH OUL D SE IN 
THE HAND S Of' A LOCAL COMM ITTEE COMPOSED OF A LEAD I NG DOCTOR , A ltADI NG 
CHURCHMAN , A LE ADI NG THE ATR! OPERATOR AND THE PUBL !SHER OF THE LOCAL 
NEWSPA,ER . EVERY TI ME AN AWARD OF MONEY II MADE TO A CH l~D, IT SHOULD 
BE MADE FA.OM NEW YORK HE ADQUARTER$ AND WH &:N THE AWARD IS MADE 

AP PROPRIATE UBLIC ITY SHOULD GO TO THE LOC AL NEWSPAPER AND TH£ NAMES OF 
THE PEOPL[ 'N-10 WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR TH[ RE COMM(NO AT IONS TO THE CO MMISS ION 
SHOUL D OF' COURSE BE PUBLISHED IN THE RELEASE. 
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'T HE MOTI ON P t CTUR CIRCU ITS HAVE DON AN EXTRAORDINARY 
J O IN THEI R OWN FIELD UNDER MAJOR THOMPSON 1S DIRECTION ,_ BUT I FE.EL 
THAT T HC Co MISSION HAS OVERLOOKED THE PO IB IL. ITY Of O[VtLOPING A 
WELL ROUNDED OONTINUOUS PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN, 

IT IS EMBARRASSI NG FOR ME EOAU E OF' MY RELATI ONSHIP TO 
M • YOUNG TO INJ ECT MYSELF INTO THIS S ITUAT ION BUT l WO ULD LIKE: TO 

HAVE THE OPPORTUNI TY OF WORK ING OUT A COM LET£ PUBL ICITY ANO FUND 
RAISI N LAN FOR TH£ COMMISSI O!lf ANO IF' I 0 10 SO , I WO ULD LIKE TO 
PART ICIPATE I N ITS ADMINl$TRATI ON , 

WH ETHlR OR NOT THfS SUGGEST I ON IS CONS IDERIIll, I WANT TO 
ASSURE YOU AS A.LWAYS Ofl' MY CO NTINUED INTE REST IN KE!!:P I NG T HE: WORKS , 

LIFE ANO PHILOSOPHY OF WILL ROGERS ALlVE, 

WITH KI NDE ST P[ RSONAL REGARDS , 

COPY TO% MAJ OR L. E, T HO PSON 
PATR I CK J . HURLEY 
AMONG. CARTER 
WILL H. HAYS 
ULRtC BELL 
OWEN D. Yo N 
JOHN A. GlFFORO 
W.C . COSTELLO 

SINC(RELY YOURS , 

JOHN W. ELWOOD 



I, THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING A MEMBER OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL COMMISSION 

DO HEREBY WAIVE NOTICE OF A SPEC I AL MEETING OF SAID EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE TO BE HELD ON JUNE 22, 1938 AT 4 P.M, IN THE OFFICE 

OF MR , OWEN D. YOUNG, FORTY-SEVENTH FLOOR, 570 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 

NEW YORK CITY AND DO CONSENT TO THE TRANSACTION OF ALL BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE PLACED BEFORE SAID MEETING, 


