
MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF AMERICA. INC. 
28 WEST 44TH STREET 

WILL H , HAYS 
PRESIDENT 

CARL E. MILLIKEN 
SECRETARY 
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Texas. 

Dear Amon: 

NEW y ORK CITY 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

February 27, 1939 

When in California last I received from here a 
copy of the press release which was to be used in connection 
with the gift from the Will Rogers Memorial Commission to 
the Infantile Paralysis Cause. I forwarded copy of this 
release to Mr. Lawler and Mrs. Rogers, and sometime later, 
on my return, I received a letter from Mr. Lawler relative 
thereto. A copy of that letter is enclosed. 

Because of Mr. Lawler's interest and importance 
in the whole matter, and our desire that he be acquainted 
with everything, I have written him fully, copy of which 
is also enclosed. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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y LAWLER, FELIX & HALL 

Standard Oil Building 
Los Angeles , Cal . 

February 13, 1939 . 

Honorable Will H. Hays , 
28 West 44th Street, · 
New York , .New York . 

Dear Willa 

Thanks f or yours of February 9 enclosing COpY of 
letter to .Mrs •. Rogers of even date and memorandum approved 
by Mr. Hartfield concerning allocation of $1001 000 . 00 by 
the Will Rogers J4emoria:l Commi ssion as contribution to the 
National Infantile Paralysis Foundation. 

Abs ence from the office prevented my telephoning and 
t his letter is addressed t o you at New York , anticipating 
your early arrival there. 

With reference to the contribution to the Infantile 
Paralysis Foun ation, o you not thin1 that it is a departure 
establishing a precedent which will plague the Commission 
hereafter? Should not the use of the memorial funds be con
fined strictly to •ill Rogers Memorial purposes? Are not 
contributions to the Infantile Paralysis Foundation, or any 
other equally worthy charity, so general in their nat ure as 
t o entirely submerge any sugges tion of memorial? Once the 
Commission departs from the memorial principle, wi ll it not 
ther¢by be cast adrift and required to respo.nd to appl ications 
for contributions upon the abstract basis of rorthiness r a ther 
than a ssociation with the Will Rogers emorial? 

At the conference at the Rogers ranch attended by Mr . 
J ones, there were many suggestions for the allocatbn of the 
memorial funds . Kost of these were considered not distinctive 
and the Will Rogers Memorial fea ture would be entirely sub
mer ged. Mr . J ones' suggestion for Will Rogers scholarships 
at the Univer sities. of Oklahoma , Texas , and California re
ceived most favorable considerati on and met the unqualified 
approval of Mrs . Rogers, largely, I think , because these 
s cholarships are perpetual and the respective funds susaep~i
ble of augumenta t i on, the Wi l l Rogers Memorial feature being 
always maint ained . 



I appreciate how difficult it is f or the members of 
the . Commission to withstand the urgent appeals from all 
sor~s of worthy charities; it seem to me, however, that 
hewing to the line of the Will ogers Memorial feature 
will save much discussion and possible tribulation. 

It was kind of you to ask an expression of my views. 
Liberty has been taken of communicating them to Mrs . Rogers , 
whose confidence I believe is not violated in saying t hat 
she is in accord therewith. 

lt was anticipated that meeting of the Regents of the 
University of California would be held on Friday last, and 
that ,the agreement concerning the Will Rogers Kemo .. rial 
Schol arship Fund at the University of California at Los 
Angeles would be then executed; inabili.ty of several of the 

egents to attend forced a postponement until next Friday, 
February 17 , at which time Mr . Calkins e.ssurt?s me the meet
ing will be held and the agreement executed. 

11th best wishes , I remain 

OL: HM 

(ce- Mrs. Rogers) 

Sincerely yours,, 

(sgd) Oscar Lawler 














