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Miss K. Deakins,Secretary to Hon. Am.on G. Carter, 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Dear Miss Deakins:-

Reference your letter of October 17th.we have no 
means to submit an approximate cost of compiling the clippings 
pertaining to the Will Rogers collection until we are advised 
as to the approximate number of clippings you have on hand. 

It is suggested that you forward to this office the 
entire accumulation and we will be able to then determine the 
number of clippings and the cost. The volumes we 
prepared in the Will Rogers memorial were extracted from a 
collection of approximately 70,000 clippings. These volumes 
are now in the possession of Mrs. Rogers at Beverly Hills. 

If you will advise us promptly ins tructions will be 
issued to begin the preparation of the compilation after we 
receive your authorization to proceed. We have directed our 
Distributing Department to forward to you a few copies of the 
article ffl't¼eh in the New York Post under date of October 5,19401 

in regard to the Eddie Cantor article. In the meantime,we 
enclose herewith a comment which appeared in the North Carolina 
Christian Advocate and the editorial entitled "Will Rogers Noble 
Embodiment of our Common Humanity" is one of the finest tributes 
we have ever read concerning Will Rogers. 

CAC/P 
Incls 

PARIS . 
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God Set Eternity in the Heart of 
Will Rogers 

[m ORN at Oologah on the vast open spaces of the 
Im Indian Territory, Will Rogers roamed afar over 

land and sea until that fateful day in Alaska, 
when a grief-stricken world received the news of his 
tragic death. Too soon, it seemed to most of us, had he 
come to the end of the trail. Equally at home in all 
lands under every sun, this marvelous man, whether 
in the upper air or on the long, lonely trails of his In
dian £ ore bears, moved on the co min on level of our or
dinary humanity. The elements of time and of eter
nity, of earth and of heaven, blended into a wonderful 
unity in the soul of Will Rogers. 

Could a more appropriate setting be found for the 
"vVill Rogers shrine of the sun" than that on the r ange 
of the Rocky Mountains near the base of Pike's Peak? 
Built on the famous Cheyenne mountain of material 
that will endure, it must be suggestive evermore of 
both the earthly and the eternal. 

Most appropriate at the base of the one hundred 
foot shaft is the Will Rogers Chapel. Significantly is 
it written, "This will be open to all mankind." We like 
to think of this chapel as the "Holy Place" of this me
morial, since the heart of Will Rogers was ever open 
to all mankind. 

Under the open heavens of those empty Colorado 
skies, with their pulsing stars, this chapel, done to 
cherish thE! memory of a man the true embodiment of 
our common humanity, has a fit setting. Well may its 
door stand wide open, inviting all mankind to wait and 
worship in this "Shrine of the Sun," built to the honor 
of one in whose heart God had set eternity. 

M . T . P . 
(See page twelve ) 
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Rogers Shrine of the Sun 
A little chapel is to be a part of the Will Rogers Shrine 

of the Sun which is nearing completion on a promon
tory of famous Cheyenne mountain above Broadmoor hotel, 
just south of Colorado Springs, Colorado. The Will Rog
ers chapel and shrine will be everlasting as the mountains 
and as steadfast as the sun. 

This beautiful silver shaft stands out-like the man 
it honors. Its base is imbedded in the backbone of the na
tion, on the front range of the Rocky Mountains.. Its 
spire kisses the Colorado sky. It is away from the busy 
world; it affords peace an quiet; it is almost part of 
God's great mountains; it commands meditation; it is 
dignified and picturesque, seemingly a link between the 
earthly imprints of the famous humorist, and his celes
tial home. 

The granite tower, resembling a feudal castle, was con
ceived and entirely financed by Spencer Penrose, Colo
rado Springs pioneer and friend of Mr. Rogers. It was 
designed by Charles E. ';rhomas and built by Milton J. 
Strong. 

The spire is a genuine castle in the air, reached by the 
"ladder-to the-sky" Broadmoor-Cheyene highway which 
zigzags up the face of Cheyene mountain. It contains 
only materials that will endure. There are no nails and no 
wood in the construction. More than, 5000 cubic yards of 
light pink granite was taken from a large single boulder 
near the memorial to make the tower walls. 

By night the shrine will be flood-lighted as a spark
ling gem studded against the velvet of night. From the 
pinnacle will burn a sodium light,with provision for it to 
shine perpetually. There are four rooms in tier inside the 
shrine, connected by ~· ~iral stairs leading to an observa
tion alcove on the top.- At the base of the 100-foot shaft 
will be the Will Rogers chapel, open to all mankind. 

- Another of the rooms will be the Will Rogers Memo
rial room. To Davidson, American sculptor who was a 

· close friend of Mr. Rogers, is now completing an over
size bust of Mr. Rogers, in his Paris studio for the memo
rial room. 

Randall Davy, noted Santa Fe artist, is painting the 
history of the West on the interior walls. The frescoes 
are arranged so that visitors may follow the history chro
nologically by ascending the stairs. Davey will probably 
do the religious paintings in the chapel before the memo
rial is dedicated next summer. Thousands have already 
visited the shrine, under construction for 28 months. 

Around the shrine is a five-acre sanctuary filled with 
native Colorado flowers and evergreens. 

Mr. ,Rogers had stood on the knoll where the memorial 
has been built at the 9,000-foot elevation. Just two miles 
from the shrine is the base of Pike's Peak, the snow-capped 
mountain sighted in 1806 by Lieut. Zebulon M. Pike as 
he camped with his troops at Fort Pueblo, 42 miles to the 
southeast. Pike and a handful of followers tried to scale 
the high peak, but they unsuspectingly ascended Chey
enne mounatin, discovering their error ,vhen they rested 
on the promontory now marked by the Rogers shrine. 

Pike told his exhausted troopers that the peak which 
.took his name could never he scaled by man. Its rugged 
crown raised above timherline to 14,109 feet. Pike was 
wrong, because Spencer Penrose, the same man who built 
the Will Rogers Shrine of the Sun, built t~e famous cog 

railroad and the world's automobile highway to the sum
mit of Pike's Peak. 

The shrine was named '' Will Rogers Shrine of the 
Sun" because it often is shut off from the world when 
tufts of white clouds float between it and the plains half 
a mile below. The sharp angles catch the suns, especially 
in the late afternoon as the sun drops behind the lofty 
peak, which break the sunlight into spears of crimson 
which play upon the granite memorial and chapel. 

Note of Explanation 

Following the tragic going of Will Rogers an editorial 
appreciation of him appeared on the front page of the 
North Carolina Christian Advocate, August 22, 1935, 
b_earing the caption, "Will Rogers Noble Embodiment of 
Our Common Humanity." "\Vith the recent announce
ment of the memorial, "Will Rogers Shrine of the Sun," 
on the backbone of the continent in Colorado, another ed
itorial appears on the front page of this week's issue of 
the paper on the theme, '' God Set Eternity in the Heart 
of Will Rogers." 

On the opposite page of this issue appears the tribute 
paid Will Rogers at his death and also a copy of a letter 
of appreciation of this editorial utterance. This is one of 
the many commendations of the North Carolina Christian 
Advocate-a number of which pronounced it "a classic." 

Our Convictions Remain 

The week following the death of Will Rogers this ed
itorial note appeared in this Advocate: 

"Will ;Rogers Cared Little for Finery" is a big head
line in a daily paper. Is that news f How could such a 
great soul be taken up with tinsel f Will Rogers did not 
drink or smoke or play the market or divorce his wife. 
To many these facts would be news. He kept above the 
dirt, had a tender concern for the love affairs of youth 
and had faith in God and man. 'The incidentals of life 
were not first with Will Rogers." 

During the long weary months since he passed from 
us, leaving multitudes of men longing for the sound of a 
voice that is still, we have found no occasion to revise our 
former estimate of the man. Proud of his Cherokee blood, 
but more-a lover of mankind-he did much to enrich 
the land of the Mayflower and make better the '' descend
ants "-objects of his jests and the butt of his ridicule. 

The Early Cherokee Indians 

They were usually friendly to the English colonists, 
recognized the king's supremacy 1730, ceded part of their 
territory and allowed the erection of forts 1735, and after 
some disturbances made peace 1761. They sided with the 
British in the Revolutionary War, and lost their lauds 
south of the Sav~nnah and east of the Chattahoochee, but 
were confirmed in possession of the remainder of the trea
ty of Hopewell, 1785, November 28, where they acknowl
edge,d the United States as independent and sovereign. 
After this they were gradually crowded out by the ad
vance of immigration and the rapacious injustice of the 
whites. lviore of their territory was surrendered by tra
ties of 1791 and 1798, and many of the tribe went beyond 
the Mississippi; there were 3000 on the Arkansas, 1817. 
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Will Rogers Noble 
Common 

Embodiment of Our 
Humanity 

DHE press in announcing his death said: "A cowboy's drawl, a shy grin and a 
mirthful tongue that convulsed king and commoner alike made Will Rogers 
an international favorite." Men high in statecraft, aviation, dramatics and sports 
pronounced him humorist, entertainer, philosopher, friend and typical American. 

But none of these nor all of them explain Will Rogers any more than does the declara
tion that Washington was the first American, Lincoln, the typical American, or Shakes
peare, an Elizabethian Englishman, explains the Father of his Country, the Great Eman
cipator or the Bard of Avon. 

Something more than a drawl, a grin and a mithful tongue made this Oklahoma 
cowboy, pro0ud of his Cherokee blood, the intimate friend of presidents, monarchs, dictators, 
captains of industry and statesmen, to say nothing of millions in every walk of life who 
never laid eyes on him or felt the touch of his friendly hand. Will Rogers knew not the 
limits of land or clime. In him was embodied the soul of our common humanity that 
made appeal to the universal soul, enabling him to say in the epitaph he suggested for 
his tomb, "I never met a man I didn't like." Such a soul gave to our universal humanity 
a man the whole world claims for its own. 

The Christian world says of the Man of Galilee that in him dwelt all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily. We love to think of this man of the western plains, so wonder
fully human and wholly natural in all he said and did, that in him dwelt the best of our 
ordinary humanity. This gave Will Rogers the universal touch and disclosed to the aver
age man that which is above crowns and royal blood, a simple faith and a kind heart. In 
the words of his dear friend, Fred Stone, loving him, missing him, we give him to the ages. 

Front page editorial of North Carolina Christian Advocate, August 22, 1935. 

Dr. M. T. Plyler, Editor 

WALTER HYAMS & COMPANY 
Newspaper Clippings 

From United States & Foreign Papers 
NEW YORK 

The North Carolina Christian Advocate, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Dear Doctor Plyler: 

October 18, 1935. 

We are in receipt of your esteemed letter of October 17th, and appreciate your kindness in for
warding to this office two copies of the issue containing the editorial tribute in memory of Will 
Rogers. 

We do not know whether you are aware that we are arranging for Fred Stone the complete 
record in compilation form of the clippings and editorials which have appeared since Will Rogers' 
death. This comprises to date more than 2000 pages and we think so much of your editorial that 
we take pleasure in letting you know that your editorial in the "North Carolina Christian Advocate" 
will be on the opening page. It really is a classic and our purpose in asking .for two additional co
pies is because we would like to retain one in this office and the other we will frame and forward 
to Fred Stone. We are sorry indeed that we did not observe it when the paper came out because 
we would have sent it immediately to the "Daily Oklahoman" at Oklahoma City and the Clare
more Oklahoma Progress, and if you have any more in card form we would like to receive a few 
and we will forward them to several of the leading newspapers. It may perhaps be a little too 
late but at any rate it is worth preserving. May we suggest that you send one of the cards to the 
Hon. Jesse H. Jones, the chairman of the Rogers Memorial Committee in Washington, D. C. In 
the meantime we will await the receipt of the two copies and with keen appreciation for your 
courtesy, we beg to remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

WALTER HYAMS & CO. 




