
Statue of Will Rogers 
Unveiled al Texas Tech 

BY ROBERT WEAR. 
Star-Telegram Staff Writer. 

LUBBOCK, Feb. 17.-An eques
trian statue of Will Rogers was 
unveiled on the campus of Texas 
Technological College here Thurs
day in an impressive ceremony 
honoring the humorist-philoso
pher, the sta,tue's donor and its 
scwptor. , , 

');ha,rles A. Guy, 'publisher of 
tlie' Lubbo,;:k Avalanche-Journal, 
presented the heroic-sized image 
of Rogers on horseback to the 
school on behalf of the Amon G. 
Carter Foundation through Amon 
Carter of Fort Worth and paid 
tribute to its j creator, Electra 
Waggoner Big~ of Vernon, after 
a telegram from Carter was read 
by Tech President D. M. Wiggins. 

Carter's Message. 
Explaining that a business en

gagement in New York prevented 
his· attending the ceremony, Car
ter's message jjlt)ntinued:. 

"This statue will fit into the 
traditions and scenery of our 
great. western country. Will Rog
ers felt at home in this Lubbock 
section. He punched cattle not far 
from this site. His statue is a be
fitting monument on the Texas 
Tech campus. Accept it with my 
compliments. May it be an inspi
ration to your students and fac
ulty, and may it draw to Tech an 
increasing enrollment." 

In the unveiling presentation, 
Guy said: 

"Any college would and should 
be glad and proud to have upon 
its campus a statue of Will Rog
ers. The greatest humorist and 
philosopher of our times, Will 
Rogers walked with kings, yet 
never lost the common touch. 

Among the Greatest. 
"With pithy simplicity, he put 

his finger on our national tri
umphs and disasters; he unstuffed 
the stuffed shirts and he showed 
up even the humblest of us in our 
foibles. Will Rogers for almost 
two decades was the voice of our 
American democracy. He was 
truly among the greatest of our 
countrymen throughout the na
tion's history; intellectually as 
well as morally honest, wise and 
kind." 

Texas Tech had reason to be 
prouder of the Amon G. Carter 
Foundation gift, Guy said, refer-

ring to the sculptor, because "it 
is the , work of another great 
American, another great South
westerner whose sympathies and 
sentiments are as closely tied to 
Texas Tech as those of Will Rog
ers always were tied to this one-
time open cow country." · 

"And the . statu_e's donor, Amon 
Carter of FQ.t Worth," he con
tinued, "was · piirt and parcel of 
Texas Tech-a.s he has been part 

Tm·n ti.) Statue on Page 4. 

Smithwick 
Is 'Denied 
New Trial 

BELTON, Feb. 17 (.lP).-Judge 
Wesley Dice Friday overruled a 
motion for a new trial for Sam 
Smithwick, convicted of murder 
in the slaying of W. H. (Bill) 
Mason, Alice radio commentator. 

In a five-minute hearing in 
27th District Court Friday morn- · 
ing, the motion was turned down 
and defense attorneys for the 62· 
year-old former Jim Wells Coun
ty deputy sheriff filed notice of 
appeal. 

The appeal will be to the Court 
of Criminal Appeals in Austin. 
Defense attorneys asked, and 
were granted, 90 days in which 
to prepare that appeal. 

Judge Dice formally pro
nounced the life sentence which 
the jury had recommended for 
Smithwick. But defense attorneys 
asked that his transfer to the 
state prison be held up pending 
outcome of the appeal. This 
Judge Dice also granted. Smith
wick will be held in the county 
jail here. 

Mason, a veteran newspaper 
man and radio commentator, was 
shot down on an Alice street last 
year shortly after a broadcast in 
which he was critical of Smith
wick. 

The appeal to the Court of 
Criminal Appeals is based prin
cipally on the fact the jury was 
drawn from poll tax rolls rather 
than_assessment roll. AJ thA_d_,,,, 
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and parcel of West Texas for 40 
years-even before the college 
was located here and a single 
brick was laid." He referred to 
Carter's membership on the 
school's first directors' board and 
his work as first board chairman. 
Guy then pulled the cord, un
covering the sc;u.lpture of Rogers 
astride his favorite horse, Soap
suds, "riding into the sunset." 

Wiggins Responds. 
In accepting the monument for 

the school, President Wiggins 
said: 

"Will Rogers typified the dom
inant spirit of West Texas and 
Texas Tech-above everything 
else he was an individualist. 
Wherever he went, he spread the 
gospel of individualism, free en
terprise and initiative. It is fitting 
that a monument should be erect
ed on this campus to a man who 
gave his life in service to that 
concept, and I hope this statue 
will be a constant reminder to 
students in this college of that 
philosophy which represents, with 
sincerity yet with kindly humor, 
the great way of life in which 
we believe. We are greatly in-
debted to Amon Carter for mak
ing this gift possible to the col
lege ," 

Marshall Gettys of Ama1illo, 
president of the Texas Tech Stu
dents Association, made a brief 
speech of acceptance on behalf 
of the students, recalling that 
Rogers was one of the first dig
nitaries the college entertained 
and that he returned a school 
check for his expenses, uncashed. 

"Home On the Range.'' 
Dr. D. 0. Wiley led the col

lege band in "Home On the 
Range,"· 'Rogers' favorite song, 
after Tech's four ROTC units · 
paraded a color guard to the site 
of the statue. Dean James G. 
Allen was master of ceremonies. 

Mrs. Will Rogers' sister, Mrs. 
W. L. Marshall, and her daugh
ter, Mrs. M. M. Dickinson, both • 
of Lubbock, were honor guests. 



-Lubbock Avalanche-Journal Photo. 

HOME ON HIS OLD RANGE-Will Rogers' likeness, astride his horse Soapsuds in 
the bronze equestrian statue by Electra Waggoner Biggs, was unveiled Thursday on 
the Texas Technological College campus, the gift of the Amon G. Carter Foundation 
through Amon Carter. Left to right are Marshall Gettys, student body president; Dr. 
D. M. Wiggins, Tech president; Charles A. Guy, Lubbock publisher who made the 
presentation for Carter; Mrs. W. L. Marshall, sister-in-law of the famous humorist
philosopher, and her daughter, Mrs. M. M. Dickinson, both of Lubbock; Dr. E. N. 
Jones, Tech vice president; and James G. Allen, dean of men. 


