
Plainview , Texas , Feb . 23rd , 1950 • 

. Hon Anon G Carter , 

.Clo .!!'Ort ,1ori;h ;JtA. :r. TG l egr am 
art ;1orth , Texa s 

Dear ~ r . Carter, 
The unveiling of t he magnifici en t monument to Will 

Rogers at Texas '.r'ech Colleg e in Lubbock would h v e b e en 
complete if 1Jrs . L A }Cnj_gh t who is critic ally ill at Seo tt 
& ,:hi te Sanitarium , Temple , Texas c ould hav8 a ttend.ed , and she 
would h ~v e b e en t h ere if h e r condit i on would h ave permi t t ed . 

i\'ill Rodgers always visited Mr a.nd Mrs Knight ·.1h en ever in this 
s ection, an cc had them as his guests in various parts of the 
oou.n t ry when they chanced to b e t.h 0r e at the same timG. 
A warm f r ie.11d ship exis t ed between '1dll Rogers and this 
f a mily o 

}Jay I give you a story t old me by Mr . Knight during his 
life time:2 about ,Hll Rog ers . 

Mr Kni ght was man".ger of the Circle Ranch on Running 
i1ater Draw for Rw1ningwater Cattle Company • • Ranch of about 
200 sections of Land . Mr Henry Sla t on was Assis te .... "l t Han a g er . 
Ama.rillo was the n earest railway shipping point, over 100 
mile s d istan t . 

: r. Kni ght and Mr . Slaton had 4000 h ead of yearling 
at eers t o be loAded for Hontfl.nna grazing g ounds. mhese steers 
wgr e b e ing h eld at a place 3 or 4 miles out of Amarillo at 
a p lac e called Big Lake, on account of wa t er and g !'azing 
facili ti e s , awa iting for railway c ar s for ship!Jlen t of the 
c at t leo 

:Mr • .r...night was a t the old Amarillo 'Io tel, an old land 
mark standing where the present magnificien t hote l now stands, 
which was being run by Mr . H P Can ode. 

,..:r . Knight had just finish ed b r eakfast, when a stragling 
youth about 18 years of a g e came up to him and introduced 
h.iinself as Will Rog ers , and asked for a job :punching cattle. 
ur . Knigh t 'the big h earted fellow that he was said, I don t know 
ho~lvwe are fixed for cow boys , but I' 11 send you out to see 
11enry Slaton . So he wrote Mr , Slat on a note, .U . .ke this . 
nGive this kid a job if' y ou can use him, give him a gentle 
horse, I don t .know how good he can ride . " He handed the note 
to 'i , ill Rog ers, and asked him if he had had breakfast . 
Will said no, wi t h that lir. Knight hand ed him a silver dollar:s: 
and to l d him t o ge t br eakf ast b e fo r e g oing to t he herd. 

1Vill Hoge r s r ode his own paint horse out t o th e h e rd 
a nd ~1f'ye-~ n t>rt;e t_oi '1,lr . ::5 la t on, wh o SAn t h im t o the Remuda b oss 
to get a fr3sh horse . 



,lill wd.gers soon showed. tne o ther c ow b oy-s he W8.S not as green 

as he looked. . After looking the bun ch of horses ov er , he 
singled out a grey , and giv ing his rope a whirl dropped the 
loop over his head , nanuvcrec1 hin to +,he snubb1ng post , took 
off his bridle , and saddle off his own horse and put it on 
t~e new horse . Ile was not exactly a bronc , but he did giva 
two or three nasty jumps , that v, ould t9st a seasoned rider out . 

·,/ill [{ogers kept his seat in the saddlr; without "Grabbing leather . 
}t'rom then on he was one of t.10 rrnoys ll .tie s tuiu. wi tn tn0 nerd 
until the cattle were loaded and shipped , then returned to the 
:s.anch on Running water Draw with Mr . Knight and 1 r Slaton and 
worked several months . This was his first job , after leaving 
Kemper Military College . 

one time ,iill Rogers was ridj_ng the rFnge , looking after 
t e fences and cattle, wind-mills etc , he sav,r a swarm of bees 
flying , he fol..1.owed them until they settled. on a small cotton 
wooQ tree , on the draw . vvill d )Cid ,)d he would take them back 
to camp , so he took a tow sack from unere his saddl e b l anket 
and broke the bruncn off and :put tne bees in the tm,; sack and 
and carriecl thmm back to can:p . 

Thousands of stories could be told about tnis wondcn·f1.1l 
yersonali ty . It was a great loss to humanity v1hen he was takened b 
by his untimely death . J,, r . Knight is dead , also :Mr . Sla i:on , 
as many others vvho ehlped make the ranhandle tho g:r mt country 
it is, 

It is a geat JJeed that Lr . Amon G Cartor erected the 
statue Jo ,1111 Ro!igars as he BY1tlbolized the Great Viest 
and tne characters who oadc it Great . ,..., 
As the stua.en ts of 'Te ch College end others who gaze on tn.is 
beautif'ul merr:oriA.l, may thes3 t.::1ought~be in t.hAir rojnds 

....,_,,.... 

The ~asso of Tim9 is falling 
As we come to the end of the trail 
The camp fire is slowly dying , , 
1,i t'l tne C;ro te' s lonsome vrn 11 . 

G-one is ,1il..L Hogers , for eve:r . 
But memories will always l ive , 
Of the Peaceful days on the prairies , 
And the hard.shills pioneers had. to give . 

GDd , looking down from rieaven , 
c'miled beca:a a e what he saw was good . 
~e saw'cities , with the i r ell.arches a.nu scnools 
on the :pr11.iri3s , where bu:t·tal.o and cattle stood . 

But now their day is ended , 
iv .. ost of ~hem have answered t:n.~ call 
~f the P.ound Up Boss in .i:Ieaven 
Life ' s long shadows fall . . 

.. ill Rogers we salute you , a man who nev3r said 
to or about anybody. TrulyJF, , J,.,merica ' s emba ssact.or 

Very truly 

a mean word 
of Good-will. 

l . 

~d . T Coleman, 
804 Denver:.-:;+. PlainviAw, ~~xas 
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