
The late· humorist's words 

en how we pitk presidents 

are surprisingly up-to-date 

the men they were nominating. I know they had 
not from the way they talked about them. 

(June 27, 1924) 

Corruption has supplanted the Tariff, as a 
National issue. But its awful hard to get people 
interested in corruption unless they can get some 
of it. You take a fellow that hasenl received~ 
corruption, and its kinder like the fellow th~.s 
never drank Sour Kraut Juice, he aint much inter
ested in whether its good or bad. People just figure 
"Well there couldent be so much corruption, or 
some of it would have come my way." And the 
fellow that has received any of it naturally he is 
in favor of a continuation of the policy. · 

( April 22, 1928) 

There is a big demand for a return t<;> "nor
malcy." But there is no two people that can agree 
just when "normalcy" was. Normalcy with the 
Republicans was when they were in; normalcy with 
the Democrats are these glorious days we are 
going through. (January 1, 19351 

The Conventions Are On Us As for the platform, it will be the same one 
they have read for forty years but have never used . . 
And the · speeches ·the same ones delivered for forty 
years but never listened to. (A,rll 20, 19321 

ROGERS 
Frem the book, "H- We Elect Our President,," by Will Repro, selected and edited by Oonald Oay, ,ublished by Little, Brown &, Co. 

Of all the "Trades" and "Deals" and "Under 
Cover" happenings that go on during one of those 
conventions! Its just human nature to string with 
a winner. Thats what they call getting on the Band 
Wagon. They know they cant get any Post Offices 
out of the loser, so they quit him so ql.ikk there is 
nothing left but the campaign buttons. EDITOR'S NOTE: On April 28, 1932, the belot.-ed 

_Will Rogers wrote: "Conventions are on us now. 
They are like the locusts. They come every few 
years. Will meet you all there, at one or the other 
of 'em. It wi)l be good Conventions this year for 
both sides are in doubt." 

Will Rogers died in 1935, so he couldn't report 
in person on the recent Republican and current 
Democratic conventions in Chicago. But-through 
these excerpts from his astute, witty and timeless 
ob8ervation8 on ·politics, ea:actZy as he wrote toom-
including misspellings-The American Weekly is 
honored to help WiU keep his 20-year-old promise 
to "meet you all there." 

'llhey say practice makes perfect at anything. But 
t I tell you, Taint so. , No nation that was ever 
invented under the sun does as ~uch practicing 
"Talking " as we do, and if you think we are perfect 
at it, you just listen to the speeches at these Po
litical Conventions. (July 14, 11281 

Lincoln made a wonderful speech one time: 
"That this. nation under God shall have a new 

OIJll COVE I 
There aren't any 
t<:1bles showing in 
Wendell Kling'scover 
drawing . this week, 
but they're being 
turned, just the same. 
This young fellow is 
· usually on the receiv
ing end of impatient 

-orders to "Give it 
back," "Put it down," 
"Don't do that," etc., 
and you can tell by the way he's imitating 
Daddy that he's learned his lessons well. 

H's the old Army Game, really. The general 
bawls out the colonel, who tells off the major, 
and so on down to fftt! coi,poral who blasts away 
at the private. The "private" in this case being 
the poor pup, who hasn't anybody to take it out 
on. Just the same, he'll make out all right. After 
all, he's still got the shoe-and they say posses
sion is nine-tenths of the law! 

Birth of Freedom, and · that Government of the 
People, by the People, for the ];>eople shall not 
perish from this earth." Now Lin~ln meant well 
but he only succeeded in supplying ah applause line 
for every Political . Speaker who was stuck for 
a finish. (Mareh 16, 19231 

These delegates are like prisoners in a way. 
They have got to listen to everyone who gets up 
there and takes up their time. Can you imagine a 
theatre audience sitting there listening to the same 
old hokum over and over again? Now I never 
propose ·a thing unless I have a solution to it. 
Make every speaker, as soon as he tells all he 
knows, . sit down. You will be out by lunch time 
every day. Or not allow one man to repeat what 
some other man had already said. That would cut 
it down to just one speech at each convention. 

(June 28, 19241 

Talk about Presidential Timber, why, Man, they 
had whole Lumber Yards of it here. There was so 
many being Nominated that some of the men mak
ing the nominating Speeches had never even met 

Its the Fourth of July celebration of national 
politics. Its a clam bake of big politicians. If they 
cant get on the deligation they come as mere 
spectators. Then its becoming a great trip for the 
women. (July 9, 19321 

You see the first idea of giving them (the 
women) the vote was just to use the vote. But 
they started to take this equ.a.lity thine: serious. L 
They figured "While -we may not be as g.ood as 
Man, we are at least as good as a Politician." 
the Scamps commenced to want to get in on 
loot. Women that used to wouldent think of 
siping anywhere but over a back fence now 
say a word about you till the meeting has 
duly called to order. <March 31, 1929) 

But its a show that no American should 
· Its entertainment ' and its enlightening, As bad .:.:s>~ 
we are, and as funny as we do things, we are better 
off than the other Countries, so bring on more con
ventions. The bigger, the noisier, the crazyier, the 
better. No nation likes noise and "Hooey" like we do. 

We are all cuckoo, but we are happy uuty 9. 19321 
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