er
wb%ahdgiﬂsdtmwisto

know Will LRogers, the world's best kngmandbest loved cowboy. The
framework of his life was forged #n the anvil in the open range country
. 5\. as he spwn his rope a8 a bogy. With the hope of presenting this beloved sa ge
; of sagebrush land) I have ryead all that I ean find that has been written
by end about this great American who was born and grew to manhood on fie
range. I wanted the reaction and information from the plainsmen of the

-(\'@sﬁ » W/étﬁers%%%e ﬁ nge,

&%,

R“/ e grassland who rode herd, worked, plgiyed and joked with Will ogers while he
<ms a compuncher on the lains of Texas and Oklahima, I habe sought

§] ~ ‘these old comrades out in person and by letter. These sons of the soil
{ K’hmapomﬂ.th dnpaffmumerwmnogwsanamwofdlgz. These

links of the past will be broken all too scon, if somebody did not record
these srtories in permanent foom. With the help of many, many pioneers,
this is being dome with the great hope that much joy will also be given to
those aprroaching the sunset.

Will Rogers and his way of 1life vanished from the Old West but as Irving

g : Cobb said on the dgy of Will's funeral,"They can never bury Will Rogers."
0 Long may he be enshrined in the hearts of al® people. |
§ In reviewing his experience as a cowboy, many may perbaps get a true

pleture of the cowbo at his bests  The struggle for his life in the open
developed strength, endurance, self reliance, cowrage, self mastery and
perhyps most of all, a deep mdmafthe'otherfallwamm

courageous efforts to swrvive the dofsuanddiscmmgmtsthntometo

all who have broken dreams. Will was "tops,"
He lmew the heart and soul of man can be seared and branded as ecalves

could be, but he wanted none of that. Noenewhohasmarmptintho
Opﬂl‘l under a m—ltuddndskyomﬂ.dpuﬁbhlmtha range country and
its people as he did, Iis first and lasting ambition seemed to have been
to be a real cowboy who oould rope well,  So well did he succeed that
ke RERb oD Rewels beatis eyl andidieduioydl "The Foet of the Lariat."



From the place where I fivet odeked up Will Reger's iwall on the
Maihs of Texas, I have found him to be a warn-hearbed fun-loving eowboy
who loved his Sellow-tvewellew- ocompamlons,  So mary have sald that
his semse of lumer and wise oracking was as much o part of Will Rogers
a8 the ecoler of his halr, "Sometimes we would be dead tived ap we swug from
ouwr saddle, but Wil would come upﬁﬁamuamkmmdmouto
lovgh and welmx,"

/Y, (8. som11, ifvem Dimdts, Tesas vho worked with W11 sald," One day
gome of wus bare came in mwbasmmmmmmwam“m
dom with oub heods under the chuck wegon for o short rest in the shade.
" Ve soon fell aslesps I kmev nothing move wntdl I heard (ko trece chaing
rattle and & voice calling Whos — there, Fhod now,'

Sleeping cowbays Jumed to get to our foot and oub of U way of
ths run-guay team, but ve bumed oub hoads an awful crebk on the chuck
wagemef?  That old bay, Will Rogers Mled to kill himeelf o alughin!, Is
was always doin' somethin! like thet, I wes holed wp with hinm end some other
bays e timo durlog a velny week ot the old lewth Camp gor the S Ranch oa
Runnin' Vater Iraw, Do vos clommin' all tho time, Will and I were
younger than the other bays but we wanted to learn to play cards with the
boys, Theve vasn't anything else to do when we wasm't rjdin's They spread
a ‘blonket dom on the floor en an envenin' and hod a lentern and & candle
settin' apound for light, He and I soon lost our little wed of maoney
vwhen W11l said,' Cuess it's about time for me o Llew out the candlo and
sftart again,

"1l Just wanted & fellow %o sing a song over ond ober again until
he couwld learn i, 1f ho likod the song., I nevew heowd kim use a cuss word
as long as I lmew Mum, le always wanted olean fum, but be sure wes full
of funand kept ovewybody laughin' around hime  We called him the'little
ol! vindjmmer from Oklahoma.fe sure did like him and hated to see hin
leave. lio body ever got a better welcome that Will Rogers did later whem

ever he came back to wvisit in later years. lio ome ever thought of him
ever gotting to e sc famous when we kuew hin as aW'



&

he roped even Mh'am He was known as the"Poet of the Lariat,"
lary Austin wrotes "The land of the Sun expands the soul.”

when Will left the cow range to work on the entertainment range,
he took part of this yange with hin in kis personality, appearance, honesty,
and wholesomeness, With always a great yearning to return whenever possible, , -
if but for a fewr hours,

Sharlotte Hall, the poet of Arisona writes so very beautifully pf
those days: :

. life and death and love and fear—

Each one had its moment here.

liow those first-come men arve gone

And the old house stands alone,

Filled with wiispering memories—

launting, half heard melodies——

A shrine beside the bust way

To the Soul of Yesterday.

It seems that mbglwﬁWRowwdtmmhadmllEﬂem
in uidd when he Wrote"The men should have youth mmd strength who seeks advemt~
ture in the wide, wast ppeces of earth.... He mst greatly long far lonely
winds that blow across the wilderness, and for sunrise and sunset over the
empty world, . His heart mst tthrill to the saddle and not for the hearth-

"Bu:t much, wery much more, remains for the mon who has' warmed both hands
before the fire of life.) and who, although he loves the great ecities, loves
even mwom fenceless grassland, and the forest-elad hills,..

Huvill take pleasure in the companionship of the men of the opense.”

"Po me Oven Wister is the writer I wish when I am lungry with the memories
of lonely mountains, of vast sumy plains with seas of wind-rippled grass, of
cpriminguildm%miliﬂmm—t&madmwmmnthutmm
mmoemd.wmmm"

. Teddy Roosevelt loved the West, the cowbays and the sagebrush and he wanted
mmﬂ&anchmugommmuwxmumbﬁmmorm :



went the way of the "L9ers".  He urged Owen Wister to write of this epoch
in American histary befbre it was too late.  Since he too was a eabay at one tii
intho West that he loved so wen,wmaammmawonfwm
men ofthe open range. Will Rogers mmtwwalyftﬁlorhﬁm
Another pioneer who had & great desir e for the preservatio u of the
spirit of those pioneers was J, T. Griswold,



When I went to BAll Borland, Hemsger of Halseills Nanch wkore 111
Rogers worked so mch and speat 9o < mawy of his short vacailons Lelping o
vope and Lrand cabtle he gave me the names and oddrosses of several
people Who knew VALl even bébter tham Le did, Vo are also indebted to
him for the followings"Yes, the wranch wear Iigplus, Tesas was operated
by the scume Rlsell's who have the lashed U Hench vheve Will warked longer

the son of W I, Holgell,

then be . didatiﬂmim. wing Halselld was Mimmmﬂwm
Wil and they became life-long friends, Dwing’s father and ¥l had gush
a great uderstanding and asveciation for vach ollier, I vemsber cne
day ap the Ranch where Will had been yoping and lLelping the boys brand,
just like be was being raid for warking like Whe boys instead of being on
a vacation,ill came past Iy Hawsell at the close of Ube day's work and
Mo, Halgell said' Well did you geb oome good repial today?! WALl
wepliod- emded iwe  veplied® I gob some good misein' ! and that was all
et veoselbaidy all thet was eaid,d |

idle the boys were wowking some cabile one dgy come bankers and business
men came and sab wabching them for a long time, EWM@@%N&
‘said, '‘Where could we find W11 Rogers? Ve wani to see hin, ' He was
amazod when bo heand,'Uell you've Ween lookin! o kin @ll day.  There he
18 workin' with the vest of ©he boyss'

a*mm.zlcwid have a fow dgys or sometines a few hours off to
- gpend abt the Ranch he would get & texl driver in Amarille vio was free to
welt wniil he bad to go back to Anerille, (f course he made him take the
‘Paxi! pign off his car and bo cowld slesp and eab with the boys wntdl
ished , I heve seen U1l walk awy fras his rope and go
to the car and iake oub his Wypewritor and peck off something them say
to Lis deive'Here take is o luleshoo and got it off eb Westorn Unien
to oy paper ab Amarillo’ ond awey be'd go Lack to working catile. He would
not sesitate & mimabe on ubat to wwite. I don's oe how in the wobld
he ocould think of so meh so quicklys lexb day or so I'd wead tahit

message in the Ampgdllo raper and »:Lt*d be good toos”




“One day ill wvas yidin' Gather's pet horse uklle the boys weve
serarating coms and ealees, Afber thay finished that job VAL got his
rope to Iemmin' vhen Cather said, '"Detter not dwy to rope from that
horse fer he's been wope Lwrnd and he will swe throw youl®

| mHY) aldn't vay Mm ey wind bub dropped }4s rope and that instant
the horse ‘stabted pitehin? and 11 soon ploked himself off the ground
and bagan lnekin' the dust mwammmmwtmt
I eculd yide tim © |

_one of the commnehers sald,! T thought you 'ag gelng! to stay with
hm before he tomeds! |

| Peg® W11 sadd , "buwb ho Hhwmed,®

. When WML came owb im '3\ whem 1%t wes so tewribly dvy he asked
the boss bow things wewe polnge Do sald'ell itts mwetly duy heve but
thgy've had move yain om dom farther,®  Will replied'Theve you go again,
if you ocan't bwag on your mwm‘mrdm'thm on.the other fellow's,
countrye" : ey Gt
He nover laughed sb hds ovh Jokes ewes- mo madter how mich the
other b grs lawhed. Mg wit was just pert of it and he seemed not to-
vealize 1%, tete ; ‘?

" Yes, Wil raised lots of money for the Red Crogs, Ib had a way :
witk him that went overs Ie kmew lote of wealtly men and somotimes he would
say ! 3XL Te'll Just fine I, So ond So far not bein ' herefat this
mootin! 8r sometimes for being there and  abowt all thet old bay could do
wes to zive tho Ded Cross s check for that amownb, ©

"I was 4n Tabbock one time when VA1l wes there between trains

,MMMammmewm zmwm
last seat w at the back of mh-m. When they pulled the curtain
theve sat ¥ill o the floop Hwiddli! ks thwbs. e looked so surprised
e o sald el Ido declave, the told me this 'as a good play WD -
while eway the time waitin' for Wy ain but whod thought I'd run onto 80
nany people heves !  An old vomen sittinty me seid to her husband'let's




I just imew 48'd bo scmetidn! s 4lly like that! bub even she could nob
Greg berold memmmy fro: there umtil Ll gob Hwouh® ,

‘in such a funy whe rollod mwmmw«mmm
sonetiin! famyy sbout this mam's thwm for they don't want you te go to
4 lefb sarb of tom. You soo signs all over 'Don't  turn left.' I den't
Imow what 4 15 they don't want us to see, But I do lmow that Tech is
gbout Hhic bost ochool in the whole country, Do you kmow how I kmow?
Well it's got about the best football tean awd that's the way they judge
those colloges.dew- (b 4% was veally good the way he had thab erowd
u:wahm.l' |

‘e day I heayd mnwwmtmhummmmmv
tdn thet b ceuld mot make President Coolidge smilé¢ say mothin' about
mida' him laugh, "o you lnow how I got my momgy? Vell when the
| fellav intwoduced me to Mn o3 rresident of the United States, I lesbed
@ J4ttle closer end 0id,'T @déntt catch the neme? Calvin Coolidge
wm et least smile egein whem 111 visited him in ks little New
Englaxxihm o AB t’f‘ey sat domm to the \ table to eatdinmmad’thn
beautiful enllie dogs came mmummmv Nor you con et heve
threo tdmes ewmmummcmmoxmgﬁmm Wm
 pushed lim oy, 5!

. I wish that ym could have soen the wmpression an the face

of this man of the voal Vesh a3 be talked o me of the comumcher who
had go camletely wem the boys at the liashed O Ranch neay luleshoe, Texas.



