
"RIDING INTO THE SUNSET" 

The late Will Rogers and his family, the late Amon Carter and his fa,mily, 
were close friends dating back to Mr. Rogers' appearance in Ziegfeld Follies 
in New York. 

Will Ro gers, Jr., started his newspaper career in the Advertising Department 
of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Mr. Rogers insisted that his son be treated 
as any other employee, and he even lived at the y.M.C.A. 

Mr. Carter was in Washington, D.C., when Mr. Rogers was killed in an 
airplane crash in Alaska. He returned here ~ flew to California and from there 
he flew to Alaska=- and returned to California in the same plane with Mr. Rogers' 
body. .Sea.tile 

Out of love and affection for Will Rogers, and because Mr. Rogers stated 
many, many times that Fort Worth was his second home, the bronze equestrian 
was commissioned to Electra Waggoner (now Mrs. John Biggs of Vernon, Texas). 
Mrs . Biggs is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Paul Waggoner of Vernon and is 
t hegranddaughter of the late W. T. Waggoner, multimillionaire cattleman, who 
res,lded in Fort Worth. 

The pony which Mr. Rogers rides is "Soap Suds" - his personal horse. 

Will Rogers, Jr., who resembled his dad in many respects, sat for Mrs. 
Biggs in the process of cre,9.ting the sculpture. The bronze was completed and 
shipped to fort Worth in 1941, but because of the war and the many complications, 
the formal unveiling was not held until November 4, 1947, on what would have 
been Mr. Rogers' 68th birthday, had he lived. 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower came to officially unveil the equestrian 
and Miss Margaret Truman, daughter of President Harry Truman was here for the 
occasion - as were many other notables. 

The original bronze is here. Mr. Carter had two copies made - one for 
the Will Rogers Memorial at Claremor7 , Oklahoma, and one for Texas Technological 
Co l l ege in Lubbock. 


