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The alternative to Mr. Roosevelt is Mr. Wll]lne.

Mr. Willkie is a good Amerlcan. A patriot; a smcere and

able man. As the policy-head of a far-flung electric power busi-

ness he was successful. He made his mark upon the tlmes., s

He made himself the darling of the great utility in i

6V fighting TVA from Dan even to Beersheba. In many salient
things the TV A is the finest of all the conservation works ever

launched by the American people. Yet its enemies are potent

“and persistent; biding their time; and none can doubt that Mr.

Willkie, who was their champion, is now their hope.

: Until his desperate nomination at Philadelphia, his fight
upon TVA was Mr. Willkie’s single claim to note.

Since that time, as a candidate before the American people
for their tremendous, many-sided job of the Presidency, he has
failed to reveal real qualities of statesmanship, which previously
might have lain dormant in him. His thought, as he has given
it to us in platitude after platitude, is not compelling. He has
taken the absurb position of commending the New Deal in its
works while berating the spirit which informs it. He has chiefly
quarrelled about how, and by whom, it was done. Campaigning
across the country, in seetion after section he has sought, art-
fu”v but uncammcmglv to be a]l thm gs to all men; he has not

stooned to tbe: 't..v.wst stumda bombasit,

Sometimes, hearing and reading his speeches, we have beed
unable to suppress a feeling that Mr. Willkie is a more capable
man than he appears. 1t has been hard for us to believe our
ears; to recognize in th eakev the classic figure his own rep-=

fatfon as a bLsmess n and the lavish tidings of the press

Menfs had created, Sometimes we hﬂvc wondercd 1f fo’ Wille

‘/Vc give. Mr’ Wﬂlkze smmie cr’ed1t fov trying, When we
attempt to compare him, on the basis of his campaign, with the
man he seeks to fenface, we arrive at a contrast by which Mr,
Willkie definitely is not advantaged.
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When My, Willkie advocates all aid short of war to the
beleaguered democracies, and in the next breath accuses M,

e

Roosevelt of .leadmg us into war by that rm.te, we see no light,

When Me, ‘N!!!k:@ cha\*de@ Mr, Roo*evelt w't!\ a desire to
becoms a “dictator” himself, we hear an echo of the Chicage
Tribune’s silly trumpeting of four vears ago, and I\Othlng, more,

eﬁ/i:se., “when the (940 R‘Pm! CZr T
self m another discredited wiolley of the '36 campaizn aud pres
clairas @ “crusade to save the American way of life,” we marvei
at his unoriginality, his blatancy and his confusion. The Amer=
ican Way is the way Americans find it best to live from gener=
ation to generation, from era to era.

For eight years, having learned their greatest lesson from
their greatest economic collapse, the feet of the American people
have been firm in an upward way—the lustrous way charted
in our Federal Constitution, of common. effort for the general
welfare, of adjustments achieved by the will and action of an
elected Congress—as all those of the New Deal have been. Mr.

Willkie’s alarums will not alarm. His, heralded jehad will not

jell.
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In stating the case for Mr. Roosevelt we realize we can
echo only a part of the ample realization that is in the hearts
and minds of most of the people. Mr. Roosevelt has proved him-
self the “friend of the people” in the great historical sense, in
the tradition of Jefferson and Jackson and Lincoln, and like them
he has never let the peonle down. In the world today he is the
outstanding apostle and defender of democracy, whose ever=
lasting goal is the welfare of the many as opposed to the special
privilege of the few.

It has not been our purpose to attemnt a cold, clinical analy-
sis of the two major party candidates for the Presidency and
dump the results into the techmcl;am s scales. Our support ‘of Mr.
Roosevelt is positive; our appreciation of him is human. The
steadfastness of our partisanship has been reasoned over the
years of his leadership of the Democratic party, charged with

‘the responsibility: of the Federal government in trying times

for our nation and for the world. As we measure him by the
yardstick of the democratic ideal he has not been found wanting.

As we view the position of America in the social and po-

litical crisis which shakes the world, and consider the guidance

to Whi‘ch‘ our national destiny may'b‘e confidéd With greét’éét,,

He 8 our candxdate. And he is the certaln chol'

AP (e




