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OFFICE OF 

DR. P. R. RUSSELL 
SUITE 602 MID-CONTINENT BLDG . 

Jft. 1llllnrttr. wrxas 
Apri l 7, 1941 

Mr o Amon Go Carter , 

Fort Worth , Texas . 

Dear Mr o Carter: 

Knowing the experience and results you 
have had with Osteopathic physicians and surgeons 
for the past thirty years , and my family having 
served as your physician for that length of time, 
I feel that you are interested in the enclos ed 
letter, addressed to The President of the United 
States. I feel that you have a better opportunity 
of presenting this letter to him than I ; there • 
fore, I am requesting you, if possible , to get 
his personal attention to this l atter and the facts 
contained thereino 

As a member of the Texas Board of Med-
ical Examiners for the past ten years , I have , with 
other membe~s of the Board, passed on the qualifi 
cations of every medical physician who holds a Texas 
license. Notwithstanding the fact that I am a duly 
appointed and qualified member of the Texas Board of 
Medical Examiners , I am denied the right to serve my 
country as a physician, while those whom I have qual
ified enjoy that pr ivi lege . Where is the justice in 
this? As a member of this Board, I pass on the qual 
ifications of others , but under arbitrary rules , I 
am denied the right to serve in the Army and Navy. 

Assuring you of my aeepest appremiation 
of your interest , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

PRR:FL c>« ~~1;:l;;l . 



Chairman 
Phil R. Russell, D.O. 

602 Mid Continent Bldg., 
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Secretary 
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Ralph P. Baker, D.O. 
45 E. Orange St., 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Orel F. Martin, D.O. 
Hotel Braemore 
464 Commonwealth Ave., 
Boston, Mass. 

Edward A. Ward, D.O. 
601 Second Nat 11 Bank Bldg., 
Saginaw, Mich. 

James o. Watson, D.O., 
40 S. Third St., 
Columbus, Ohio. 

OOpy 
-AMERICAN OSTEOPATHIC ASSOCIATION 

Council on Defense and Preparedness 

Fort Worth, Texas 

April 7, 1941 

The President of the United States, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 

The President: 

As Chairman of the Council on Defense and Pre
paredness, in cooperation with Dr. Chester D. 
Swope, Chairman of the Public Relations Com
mittee, of the American Osteopathic Association, 
I offer you, as President of the United States, 
the services of the members of this Council in 
defense of the principles of democracy. This 
Council, with its affiliated councils in each 
state, represents 10,000 trained, licensed, Os
teopathic physicians and surgeons, with a cli
entele of 10,000.000 United States citizens. 

The members of this Council are very desirous 
of rendering their utmost efforts in the protection 
of their country. It is not the desire of this 
membership to complicate defense measured by dup
lication of functions with any similar organization 
or departments of government. 

This Council was created in order that the mem
bers of the Osteopathic profession, by applica
tion to proper authorities might be given an op
portunity to serve the government in the capacity 
in which they are best fitted, as physicians and 
surgeons. These physicians, represented by this 
Council, are capable of rendering adequate medical 
aid to the public and to the armed forces of our 
country. 



The President - # 2 

Osteopathic physicians and surgeons have been denied 
the right, not by law, but because of government de
partmental rulings to serve in the capacity for which 
they have been trained and educated. Their qualifi
cations are on a parity with the requirements of the 
American Medical Association. Those in charge of gov
ernmental departm~nts have ruled that the policy of 
the government is, and shall be, to accept only physi
cians who are graduates of a school under the juris
diction of the American Medical Association, and .who 
hold the degree of doctor of medicine, notwithstanding 
that Osteopathic physicians and surgeons have mastered 
all the requirements possessed by a doctor of medicine. 

Osteopathic physicians and surgeons, from time to time, 
have insisted that the Surgeon General of the Army and 
Navy give us an opportunity to compete and show our 
fitness on the same basis, after the same examination, 
as physicians who hold the degree of doctor of medicine, 
as distinguished from our degree of doctor of osteopathy. 
We have not been given this privilege of competing for 
service. Instead, now that the Selective Training and 
Service Act is in operation, licensed and practicing 
Osteopathic physicians and surgeons are being con
scripted and put to digging latrines, although there 
is an urgent need for doctors in the service, as well 
as in civilian life. 

The Governors of numerous states have had recommenda
tions of Osteopathic physicians and surgeons to serve 
on Selective draft boards refused, for the capricious 
reason that Selective draft headquarters have ruled that 
it was the policy to recognize only those physicians 
holding an M. D. degree. This same fate has been met 
in other government departments, notwithstanding the 
fact that in 1938 you signed a law making the services 
of Osteopathic physicians and surgeons available to 
government civil employees injured in the course of 
employment. 
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The President - # 3 

In Saint Louis, June 26, 1940, the House of Delegates 
of the American Osteopathic Associ ati on adopted Na
tional defense resolutions, which were sent to you by 
Dr. Chester D. Swope, of the Public Relations Committee, 
and acknowledged by Mr. James Rowe, Jr. Copies of this 
resolution were sent to all Surgeon Generals and to the 
Honor able William H. McReynolds, Secretary of the Coun
cil on National Defense. This effort has failed to 
bring forth the cooperation we so much desired. 

I am writing you this letter to direct your attention 
to the discrimination against the Osteopathic pro
fession, not by an act of Congress, but by an arbi
trary rule of the head of some governmental agency. 

We think enough of our country that we are not only 
anxious to help you fight, but we are determined to 
fight to help you. 

Having utmost faith in your sense of fairness, I am 
sure you will not permit exclusion from the Defense 
Program of 10,000 osteopathic physicians and surgeons 
and 175 osteopathic hospitals and clinics which are 
rendering medical care to a substantial proportion of 
the people of this country. We hope, theref ore, you 
will feel disposed to help us in changing departmental 
rulings which are prejudicial and not f or the best in
terests of the Defense Program. 

PRR:FL 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) Phil R. Russell, Chair man 
Council on Defense and Pre
paredness, American Osteopathic 
Association. 




