
Pr sident Hoosevelt , 
VIASHINGTON • 

Dear Mr . Presidenti 

ew York City , 
April 30 , 1942 . 

·1.·he ~rest Texas Ch mber of Commerc e , the 
lar est r . ional or 1anization of it 
character in the na ion, has a petition b8• 
ore ~ecretary wickard , about which some of 

my friends have en communi cating with me 
and which I have reluctantly a.gr e to o l l 
to your att ntion. I do so only because this 
petition deals with a situation nee ssary to 
our war prodl"am. It i the cotton allotment . 

The Secra ary of Agriculture has urged 
th _ u 1 panting of the allotte acreQge, 
estimated at 27 , 400 9 000 acr s . The West 
Texas Cha ·er of ~ommerce b lieves at, 
bns don past r sulta, the full allotment 
till not be realized unles s the unplanted 

acres are alloted to terr·tories which can 
e c S$fu ly pr duce cotton a ter June 1. 

'the at ar a known "8 west T xas ,pro~ 
due • !132 1 502 bale of cotton, 60 p 1· cent. 
of the State ' s crop, last year, much ot i t 
aft r t ,10 r hre plantings t due to un
seasonaol s pring rains, and some, plantings 
as lat as July l . Thie re ion ha a ~otton 
allotment o 4 3521341 acres ou~ of 
potential of 19,000, 000 acr s . Due to rain8 

fall oonditions, th entire territory is 
suitable for c ot,ton and n t as suac pti ble 
to diversification as other territories . 
I think it has been proven that cott on can 
be produced at l ess oost in west Texas t han 
in any other cotton growing region in the 
nat ion. 

I beli eve t his pr ogram has a great deal 
of merit. I know that secr e't,ary Wickard will 
g i ve it serious consi deration; and, i f you 
should see fit to i ndor s e i t , I believe it 
would be a str ong f actor in meeti ng t he 
s ituation which s ecretary i ckard has in 



-a 

mind, and likewise of benefit to srowera in 
a larg region. 

with admiration for the great job you 
are .doing and every good. wish, I m, 

Sincerely yours , 

-


