
?resident F'ran.clin D. Roosevelt, 
The 'ihi te House, 
.iashin:4ton, D. C. 

July 6, 1942. 

First,, .1 trust you ill pc:.rdon the pre
sumption on ray part in riting aid bothering you 
conce~-n1ng the matter of u rubber reclaiming plunt 
in .tort Wor-th. I h,we no interest in the Southwest 
Rubber Heolaiming Corporation l.llld no one connected 
with it hu:;; ru..~ked me to intercede in behalf of its 
application t9 w. P. B. for $5001000 to build a 
rubber recleiming plant. 

ifter rel.(iiug the testimony in Wa~hinffton 
concerning this project, on my initiative, I had one 
or our rar,ort.ers inventignte tho facts £1.lld rs~1ort 
his findings to me • .Follorlng thie, I conferred with 
Harold ,, . Ci.ms .md B. B,. Stone of thir; city for a.ddi
ttons,l information. I found h~r. Sims en experienced 
busines1;1 man, who incident.:..lly v,as J.n t.'le last v,-er nnd 
whose two sons, one 19 yenrs old , at·(½) both 1n this ono, 
h«d put. in ::.ieverul months investigating the supply 
of scrap rubber in t he Southwest. Mr. bims located 
ll'~ll necessary equli)m,mt that could be ptiroh..:.s.ed and 
experienced msn who <!ould be employed to set up ~:Jld 
opeL'ate the plant, nd so1&otime in J,;,r1uery of this year 
filed applic. tion for fu.'1d~ , '··inee v6ich t ime he has 
been ~ent i'rom one bureau to ·l<no ther anJ it uf"l.:ie..i·e 
he ·has m<~t o?posi tion in ~.J.l of t!1em. Mr . Sims furth.er 
states he haa complied with every raquireme~t und 
patiently ;r,et and overcame ev-ary obj etion, but still 
no rec.lru.ndng phi.nt for Fort Worth~ It is bis opinion 
the big ·,l:l.stern Junk jealars a.re detecmined th:.it no rubber 
rael~imi.ng pl.mt VJill be bull t in the touthwe~t :.md 
the hearings bef-:n•e the Sena.ta and House inveeti .,ting 
committees tend to confirm th~t opinion. 

If tha rod tape nt1d 0 1>pofi.:.ion involved 
could be eliminated, an end put to the bickcrin s i..nd 
t.1-:te pro1,>0r authorities .. ould t1.t once gr •1t the South- " 
west Huboor Recl&iming Gor1JOration' s n~.plic. tion for 
f1md• to build lts pro_;...osad pl. t•nt , it would be of 



tl"emendo s benefit to the tire short ge that confronts 
the country. 

The , e is sufficient scrap rubber int a 
Southwest, prob,: bly in Texas tlona, to keep· a· pl :nt 
-unuing for yet1r tmu- it would h -.,a been 1n o.;:::eretion 

fo tv,o o th if tho a._µpli-·utiou bcl been promptly 
grwitod. It doos not r.:ee,.n sound reL.:::oning th .. :t 
our over · ed railros.os i:::bould oo shli;ping thb a::r~p 
to the jun Je~lers in the £,as t, ~t Mover..ment exp~n~o , 
to be 1,rocescec.i there , a· ic now cont. rop .. te:.i, in::..tend 
of ~roces.:;ing it here v,hera th,~ i'. m terinl e::rli:;ts . 

'l\1is is 1:1 sn,all trdltter to tw.:.e up '.'.i th you 
>ersonally, ;,~t·. }reaident, but I u~ convinced that 
it des-r7es !'.Jot!':e 4Ction. In these serious tim~E: , it 
does not hel!' the public mort:le for the ::>urauu oi'ficinle 
to at tac~ the 1ntei;rl r,7 of Fort iiorth citizens, ~- fin 
e.xcu..;e. fot not fine cin ttioir- proposed rubber r~elc,im.
in.; plt:nt, .. ;i;.i<l ~ on be fo~ced to ~)ublicly retruet t.ha 
ch,.n•g-..;1s i th the e l~ation tht.t th y hud found their 
1nfot-m~tion incorrect. I f~al ~ure they could hive 
foun ~ut t. e truth about ·t least eo e of the~ Fort 
liorth ,::.m by a$k1ng Jesse J ~ne~, .:at:i Ruyb• m , Tom 
Co ... 1 y , .Fri. tz L0 or thor Te ,. is in 4 a;:;hi ton. 

One of the atrime. tul ·llilt!S in connection 
,il th the scru.~ rubber crunp~ign is the -ack f' s i n 
pro9e~ y org niz d a.t th3 tiroo it ., ~ giv .n to th,;, 
publta . ·, a hav.e thouou de of tm "' of ru'boe st-eked 
up at tne vnriu<-t · fillint1 ,1;t-ctions .._:\d. no one -ee~s 
tv kno· where or how they c::in di&pos of it. ~veu our 
Chamb r o Com:.:ero~ na~ ooen un~~le to a~cert~in from 
tJ.1e fo ,r oi::1 rub·~ r scrap ~.J: 11::)ra h,an $.n~ ho· they 
et.n s i;1 t.ho rubber c!olleated. ,.;; n result t 1>i} ha dis
cour.~~ed tl-io d~al.ors as ·,ell ao the 1.,ublic. 

If t.! ere has beon r,ny liber· to attempt 
by :myonQ to ret.:~rd thi progrr. the responsible individuals 
h ulr:i be pl. ced in the -,Gr.J.e Ci:. t,;;,g ... 1.ry r~l t.n t'1e -night 

Gt1rmun s;;1bott1u:r~ ho h~ve been roe ntly a~ pruhended by 
tnt:1 li . B. I . <':lld t~ .ot at "un ri.;e . In t!lese timr:?s tt-wce 
is o 1--l-c for onyone - no r.:atter . hat rosition he 
might O•;! upy - to interfer-.:-: with the defe 1 e progr~ in 
any phase . 



Agttin , p r on the lon , th of t:iis let-t_er. 
I realize you re busy ;tnd · you h ve roy SYflli1u thy s 
well thut cf every red blooded .1.\rnerican in this. 
country. ,fo are all pc4ying trn•t you will ha-ie the 
strength ...nd the stamina to ClJ'r:ry on the oit' ;ob you 
h~ve well under •y,. 


