
Oswald lcy'a.n was born l.n nder-son , Tndiana, 6 years ago a:1d , except 
for his school :e"' s and '1ovcr nr:rent service ,, has ;:lw ·s lived there . 

He is a life- long Republica.~ . 

<)rpha."led at the a"·e of tw;;;lve , Ryan worked his w through high 
s chool , cnllcr-e and professt· onal s chool. le i.s a ':iradua.te of Harvard College 
and r ceived his pro!'essional educ tion in · e •'arvard Law _)chool. 

'~1hile in colle e he received the D ldwi.n ''ational Award for his 
nubl isl1ed br0ci'lur ?n city <!Overnmen • • e also or,... nized the national 
forensi.c h"l~or rat.em ty , ':"eu rap a Alpha , today one of the lar;;es t of 
he colle~e e . 

11h ile s ill a young . an he was "Ctlve in nic.:ipal and state poli ics 
and ·n 191r:; his book , ·1 run · c;pal :'reedon'', w:Uh an i.niroductl?n b Parvard 1s 
?reside t o·rell , ,:on · de5pr e d :10+ -tee boti1 a-i, nc; . olt H eal leaders , 
includin~ ~x- :r ,Si.dent Theodore :.0osevelt , nd •1bert • ~'everic.ge, and 
am•-:in~ poli tice. sc ent ts and governnent o f:f'-!c · als . 

ter ·orl'' .ar T he ,rn.s elected in 192 ,, to th 'a.t.i.onnl . xecutlve 
Coo:. it tee oJ' tl'le ,, :::ricc.":..'1 1 cdon ., 

!n 1923 he 1<,as appointed as xic of five ner.ibers of th3 :::mcial 
E.ur-,pea!'.l ;m-u. ~r .'.lt:.,m ro:1"1ission , unc!er the chai.rma.11:::ihip of ~ecrcta o 
Labor · a,.'":cs 7 • -::iavis , tJ wor'.: out a sound :.. ::r:i..cr tl ""''1 po icy wit'. the 
nations of :...urope . 

Tn 1'1?.t. "'e pu"' i:.>hed a boo;( , 11 T1e Ch&llen1:e of t be Pr ophets" , witl1 an 
introduction b·· "ena r P. ·eri.dg • In the same year he was tbe anti-
ru ·1ur ''lan car:d1datc in the republican sta e primary for the U. s. 'Senate . 
Booth 1arvin~ n headed his campa ign co:::r., tee . His leadership in the 
fi r:;h a a.inst the Klan led t'"> the end of s pol tical power in Indiana two 
y<:2a.rs later. 

1yan c me to c':s~iington und r Preside::it >,over to b General Couns l 
to the "eder 1 "'m1er Com iboion where he had charge of many of t•1 early 
cases in tne hi-;"'c.r c-iurts thci , shaped federa1 public util ity law. from 
his po t wi h the Power C rn!'lission ·he was appoi.nted to t he or'iginal Civi l 
Aer nau ,ic s '"'o~rd, as a Bepubl l ean member , .ere he has stnce served . n 
the Po.,rd 1-,e ta ';) rved not 0nly as ·c::::iher '1ut. also s irice Cha,rian , 
~ctn. ha · rn n and a C atr~an . 

Dur · n7, ris tenure on the c,,. Ryan has served in . any spt:cial capacities . 
In 193 he q,s ch~1r::w..11 of the Inter dopart.--:en al r'.omm:i ttee on ::P cha11i.c 
--raining for tre ·,ircraft Industry . He wa5 chairrw.n of' tht~ United 3tates 
Division of the t'Jer"'lanent American ,\eronaut ical So:n::1ic;sion of the 21 
republics ( r; . • P •. ~ • ) • Likew:i se he has served on the Air r::oordina ting 
Co11"..:_"'.li~tee, as chairr:ian -- nd as a men:::er . He i ~ ,;r se.ntly a :ember of the 
, t • on.tl Adv i snrJ -:1 .. ~·i t cc for 'eronaut~.cs . 

I:e has been a i"mber of the ·n. ted :itates nc:_:otiat~ng team for a 
number of important i!'lter::1at:onal aviati n a-reementa and a:J or.e o:::' the 
chi.cf archltec s of ti1e E'E.r.,1 •da ~gr eement ith Sreat Britain in l ?h6 which 
has been th model b 1lateral 3(,1Toe-;1ent 0!1 ·:hi.ch United .Jtates internatfonal 



.. 

a.via ion relations !nave b"e n ba ed tbr ughout tho »orld, and through 
which subsidy and rate wars between governments hav been prevented ,. 

H..:i.rletta College (Ohio) a.".ld Salem Collef'e t ·es Virginia) have 
conferred upon him the hnnorary degree of ooct r of laws . He has been 
listed i.n '"i{O' :> : O continuously s nee 1915. 


