
CAB 55-9 

CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

FOR RELEASE: 
IMV1ED I ATE 
F eb ruary 2, 1955 

T [U\!'!S P, C I F I C !'ND 1:/ ES T CO,\S T -H/,WA I l CASES 
DEC IDED BY P RE SI DENT 

The Civil Ae ronau ti cs Board announced today that orders dis
posing of t he pending Trans- Pacific Certificate Renewal Case.Doc. 
No. 5031, e t al., and th e We st Coas t-Hawaii Case, Doc. No. 5589 
were being prepared for submission to President Eisenhower in 
accor dan ce with his instructions transmitted to the Board by the 
following leHer dated February I, 1955. 

nDear Mr. G urney: 

0 1 am returning herewith wi thout my approval the proposed 
orders of the Board in th e We st Coast-Hawaii Case (Docket 
No. 55 89, et al.), and in the Trans-Pacific Certificate 
Re newal Case {Dock e t No. 503 1, et al.l. 

t11 a p prove the actions pro po sed b y the Board in _the Trans
Pacific cas e with reference to the applications of Trans 
World A irlin e s and Transo cean A i,rlines. I do not approve 
at this time the p e rmanent certifications of Northwest 
A irlines, but desire that its certificate be renewed on 
a tem po rary basis for seven years. The continuation of 
two United States flag carriers across the Pacific at 
this time is r equ ir ed by considerations of national de-
fense and forei g n pol icy. However, I believe that perma-
neni- c e rtification of Northwest A ir I in e s is premat ·ure as 
lon g as subsidy payment s ar e nece ssary for its operations. 

A temporary c e rtificate wi 11 p rovide th e carrier with the 
opportunity to d emonstrat e its ability to operate without 
subsidies within a reas onable period of time, and wi 11 
g ive the g overnme nt the op p ortunity to review the matter 
when the certi fic at e expir e s., I desire to hold in abeyance 
my decis ion concernin g th e use of the Great Circle route by 
Pan Ameri can pending further study an d later report on 
the economic an d technical f e asibility and the military 
an d forei g n p olicy implicati o ns of nonstop service between 
the We st Coast and the Orient. 

11 1 app r ove lhe aci-ions proposed by th e Board in th e West 
Coast-Hawaii case with r e ference to the applications of 
Unit e d A ir Lin e s an d Transocean A ir! ines q I do not ap
prove at this time the continued certifications of North
we s t A i r I i n e s o n t h e S e a t t I e / P o r t I a n d - H a w a i i r o u t e , b u t 
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desire that the certificate of Pan American Wor Id Airways 
be renewed on a tem porary basis. I believe that the 
choice of this carrier wi I I contribute mosf to the sound 

;'.-l-~, dk.cv·~ihi>pm~:'nf o f our a i r trans po rt at ion system in the 
Pacific .. 

"Acccirdingly, I request t hat the Board present for my 
approval revised or de rs in these cases, consistent with 
th e above commen t s. 

Honorable Chan Gurney 
Acting Chairman 
Civi I Aeronautics Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 11 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Dwight D. Eisenhower 

In the Trans-Pacific Case, th e revised order wil I provide 
for the. followin g authorizations: (I) For Northwest Airlines, 
a Seattle/Portland-Anchorage-Tokyo route for a period of seven 
years; beyond Toky o to Okinawa, Formosa, and Hong Kong, and 
beyond Okinawa to the Phi I ippines, for a period of five years; 
arid to Korea for a period of three years; (2) For Pan American 
World Airways a rou t e from Hawaii to Tokyo and beyond to Hong 
Kong, for a period of five ye ars; and between Hong Kong and 
points in India for a period of three years. Decision as to 
the renewal of previous authorizations to serve points in the 
Orient now in Communist han d s wi I I be deferred, as wi I I PAA1 s 
application for service over the Great Cir~le route between 
the Un i t e d St at es and Tokyo • Ap p I i c at ion s for new s er v i c es 
filed by TWA and Transocean wi I I be denied, and Northwest's 
previous authority to op e rat e dir ect between the Twin Cities 
and Tokyo via Anchorage wi I I not be ren e wed, although the 
question of local service between Anchorage and the Twin Cities 
remalns , for decision in the pending States-Alaska Case. 

In the We st Coast-Hawaii Case, the order to be approved 
by th e Pr es i dent w i I I no t pr o v i de for r en e w a I of Nor t h we s t I s 
present service to Hawaii, but will authorize the continuation 
of PAA 1 s existing Seattle/Portland-Hawaii route for a period 
of five years. United 1 s pr e sent route from Los Angeles and 
San F r an c i s co to Haw a i i l s t o be ma de perm an en t , an d t he 
appl i cation of Transoc e an wi 11 be denied. 


