
ALLAN SHIVERS 
GOVERNOR 

Mr. Amon G. Carter 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

April 19, 1950 

Ft. Worth Star Telegram 
Ft. Worth, Texas 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

The recent Special Session of the Fifty-first Legislature, by 

WILLIAM L. MCGILL 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

H. C.R. No. 29, authorized the creation of "The Texas National 
Capital Sesquicentennial Commission" to arrange creditable repre
sentation for the State of Texas 1n the nationf.l CO"~ration 
of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary ot the establishment 
of our Nation's permanent capital at Washington in 1800. 

A copy of H. c. R. No. 29 is enclosed for your more complete in
formation on the subject. 

I know ot the patriotic and unselfish service you have rendered 
Texas in numerous other worthy undertakings , and it is for that 
reason that I am now urging you to serve on this important Com
mission. 

I shall be deeply grateful if you will advise me of your accept
ance of this appointment by wire or by return mail as I should 
like to be able to announce the full membership of the Commission 
by the end of this week. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely 

Enclosure 



/ 

H. C.R. No. 29 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

. WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has provided "for 
the appropriate commemoration of the one hundred and fiftieth anni
versary of the establishment of the seat of Federal Government in 
the District of Columbia in 1800 11 ; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Texas has been invited to participate 
in this Sesquicentennial observance by setti11g up exhibits based 
upon its own history, background, traditions and achievements; and 

WHEREAS, The Governor of Texas created a special committee 
composed of the following members: Colonel Paul L. Wdkefield, 
Chairman; Senator G. C. Morris, President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 
the Honorable Durwood Manford, Speaker of the House of Representa
tives; the Honorable Price Daniel, Attorney General of Texas; John 
Gould, Chairman, State Library and Historical Commission; Francis 
H. Henshaw, Texas State Librarian; Senator R, C. Lanning, Chairman, 
State Board of Control; Gordon K. Shearer, Executive Secretary, 
Texas State Parks Board; and A. Garland Adair, Texas .Memorial 
Museum, for the purpose of exploring the advisability of the par
ticipation of the State of Texas in sa id National Capital 
Sesquicentennial celebration; and 

WHEREAS, The said Committee, after an exhaustive investiga
tion, has reported to the Governor that "all avaiable information 
would indicate that the coming celebration of the one hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the seat of Federal 
Government in the District of Columbia in 1800 will be the greatest 
and most compelling lesson in American history and American tradi
tions ever put before the American people; that each State will be 
accorded appropriate recognition during the Sesquicentennial cele
bration, which is scheduled to begin on April 15, 1950, and to con
tinue through November 22, 1950, as a fitting prologue to Freedom 
Fair; that the Freedom Fair will be opened on April 15, 1951, as a 
great national exposition and will carry the Sesquicentennial 
observance through two additional seasons, ending on November 22, 
1952; that each State will be allotted fifteen hundred (1500) square 
feet of free exhibit space during the period of the Fair, provided 
that each State shall plan, erect and supervise its own exhibit and 
be responsible for its continued operation throughout the period of 
the Fair; that "since participation of States and territories is to 
be centered in a specially constructed ARCADE OF STATES, the absence 
of a Texas Exhibit would not only be widely noted and commented 
upon, but also would be a great disappointment to the several mil
lions of visitors expected to attend the Fair"; and 
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WHEREAS, The said committee has recommended in its report to 
the Governor that 11 approp1~1ate measures be taken at the earliest 
possible date to provide for Texas' participation in the Sesqui
centennial celebration and in the Freedom Fair on a scale compara
ble to the activities undertaken by other States"; now, therefore, 
be it ---------------

RESOLVED by the House of Representatives, the Senate concur
ring, That the First Qalled Session of the Fifty-first Legislature 
of the State of Texas hereby authorizes and instructs the Governor 
to appoint a Commlssion of forty-five (45) members, to be known as 
"The Texas National Capital Sesquicentennial Commission" (Herein
after referred to as the 11 Commission"), all of whom shall be 
representative citizens of Texas residing in the various sections 
of the State, one of whom the Governor shaJ.l designate as Chairman; 
that these Commissioners, with the approval of the Chairman, shall 
select an Executive Vice-Chairman and other officers from among 
their number; and, be it furthe11 ------------------

RESOLVED, That the following State and National officials are 
hereby designated as ex-officio members of the Commission: The 
Lieutenant Governor of Texas, the President Pro Tempore of the Texas 
Senate, the Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives, the 
Attorney General of Texas, and the twenty-three (23) members of the 
Texas Delegation in the Congress of the United States; and, be it 
further --------------

RESOLVED, That it shall be the duty of the Commission to 
arrange creditable representation for the State of Texas at the 
Sesquicentennial celebration and to prepare and execute plans for 
the acquisition, collection, transportation, installation, mainte
nance, advertising and return of exhibits of the historical, scenic, 
recreational and industrial attractions of the State of Texas at 
said Freedom Fdir; that the exhibits created for this purpose be so 
designed and constructed that they may be easily dismattled and 
reassembled for exhibition throughout the State for the education 
and enjoyment of Texans who are unable to attend the Freedom Fair 
in Washington; that institutions and agencies of the State of Texas 
be authorized to loan for exhibit museum and archival materials in 
their custody; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That said Commission shall be duly incorporated as 
a non-profit corporation under the laws of the State of Texas; and 
that it shall have authority to accept gifts, grants and donations 
of money and/or property in aid of such exhibits; to make neces
sary agreements and contracts with individuals, institutions, 
organizations, communities, counties and municipalities; and to 
employ and fix the compensation of an Executive Secretary and such 
other experts and assistants as may be needed to organize and per
form the necessary technical and clerical work connected with the 
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Commission's duties; all of said Commissioners, both active and 
ex-officio, to serve without salary; and, be it further _____ _ 

RESOLVED, That it shall be the duty of all public institu
tions, boards and commissions in the State of Texas to assist the 
Commission herein provided for in every way possible, within the 
limits of the law, by supplying said Commission with information 
and materials which will add to the value of the exhibits; and, be 
it further ------------

RESOLVED, That, in order that no individual, institution, 
organization, community, company, municipality, corporation, public 
or private, may believe or act upon the assumption that the State 
of Texas is or may become either morally or legally liable by 
reason of any contract, obligation, or act of the corporation here
in suggested to be incorporated, it is specifically and definitely 
provided herein that said corporation ahall never, by implication 
or otherwise, have any authority or power to create any financial 
responsibility, legal or moral, on the part of the State of Texas; 
and, be it further --------

RESOLVED, That the Commission herein provided for shall, upon 
the termination of said Freedom Fdir, submit to the Governor and to 
the Legislature of Texas a complete report of its activities and 
its income and expenditures. --------------------
s/ Grady Hazlewood s/ Durwood Manford 
President of the Senate Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that H. C.R. No. 29 was adopted by the 
House on February 23, 1950. ---------------

s / Clarence Jones 
Chief Clerk of the House 

I hereby certify that H. C.R. No. 29 was adopted by the 
Senate on February 24, 1950. 

APPROVED: Feb. 28, 1950 
Date 

s/ Allan Shivers 
Governor 

s/ Lonee M. Bell 
Secretary of the Senate 

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE, THIS 
3 DAY OF MARCH, 122..Q AT 
~ O'CLOCK AND 00 MINUTES 

S/ Louis Scott Wilkerson 
Ass't Secretary of State 


