April 17, 1952,

Honorable hn{:. Treman

> Presddant of the United States

The *hite House ¢
vashington, T, €,

Dear Mp, President:

Both Houses of Congress, Yy a |
dscisive majority in ssch, have ayproved
tion confirming to the ntates the title to subnerged :
lands within their borders, mmmuwmn
mmmuhmmnmuﬂmum
lagislation as 4% was passed by the $wo houses, snd
final conigressional action is in the offing. This
is to urge you, respeetfully but strongly, to affix
your signature of approval to ths measurs vhen 4%
comes to your deslk,

- This urgent mt 1s mede not
only in the ssrnest belief that enasctment of the
manswrs inte lav would serve the purprses of Jjuastice
and equity, wnd that restoration of state ownership
would be in secord with the faets of history sad
settled principles of constitutions] povernmant, tut
alas 1n the bellef that 11 would soundly serve the
intereste of the nution und 1ts seourity, The '
reasone for this may be set forth as followes

: Mmomvwm.nduhm
after decision 1%t hos deen held ummuum
fuprems Court that owmerehip und title to the submerged
lende within thelr borders inhered in the states, lur-
tne that time the states have exspeised their rights
ovar thess aress in good falth and without faterfere
snce with the recogmized powers »f the Federsl Uovernvent
%o resulate gommeres and mavigation therein, They havse
provided for the orderly development of the resources
of these lands 50 so t2 make them an seset to the :
- peonomy of the whale nation,



Until the decisfons of the
Suprems Court in recent yeurs in the cases ine
volving C«lifersis, lLoulsians -ad Texas discarded
the longesetiled role of slate ownership, the claim
of the states to the rubmsrged lLusds was wnohallenged
und undisputed, Put with ssuncistion of the doctrine

- the Yederal Oovermment pousesses "paremount rights”
\ ntmam.mmmmnumumw ~

p This vesult 42 one thul eould be
of ddpe tmport 1f the natisn sheuld e plunged into
& major war in the next few years. mm-—m
eil in grest quantities - is engentisl to the modern
eonduct of war, and ol from one of the nation's
potantially most profuctive scurces would e wnavaile
able, The praduction of 011 fa the result of patient
individual seareh and cootly developmsms$, nd In the
event of war Lhe required Vime, mwniower and materials
be lacking., The cost of findisg snd producing

é

,::lhmwmmmlsnmtmsnmm"

sxpected to wndertake % m.m;mm
umwmm.

festorntion of She rubnersed xm.

u'wmmmummmm velopment
Wty &

greater produstion of oil thot wemld Bo vitsl in easa
of nationsl emargeney. Instead of lessemed awaile
ability of ofl, thers would be grester availsbility
of 1t to meet the mabion's essentisl requirsments,
tmmmnmtmmumsm
evellable to mest nationyl meeds ae are all other
regoureer of men, muterisls and preduetion in Lime
of wur, MHovsover, 1% would Be o1l on this aside of
the sesan, whers 11 could not be sut off YWy snemy
mhuﬁﬂh%mﬁmmxmmranm

.im;

+ hs you are well awars, bhoving once
uade specisl mention of 18, Texas has & unique ¢ladm

1o fts submewged lamde, As an independent pepublie,



wmmmmmmu.mm
of ten and » half miles from ghore - a point ackasvlie
odged by the Suprems Court in s opinion in the Taxas
oase. Ny terms of 4%s voluntary admicsion %o the
Union, Texas retained the public domain which had
belonged to 4t ss an independent nation, The terms
of that agresment were Tixed Wy o Jjoint ressluntion

. of Conzress and ueeepted and ratified by the people
of Tewane. Tt thus formed a solemm snd Dinding cop-
trant, :

he lunds in susstion are dedis
aam to wm ol purposss fn Texas., The
revemas Cram 2o the bdasie sndowwent of the
state's aystem of pudlie sfuoution. The lands ine
cluded in the offehare portion of ths pudlie dem:in

- are & waluable part of the heritage of the scheol

ahildren of Pexan,

These facts of history make the
uw.m- muttar, insofur ae Temas is concerned, a
movsl ae well as a legal matter, Yhotever view may
be Suken se to legsl aspects of the case, to dispossess
Pexas of the offshors lande within iis histordcul boune
dsries wonld be to bresech u good falth sgreowent and
umummtmmmmmmwam
United States of Ameries.

¥e ﬂmh eve that mﬂp-
,mxmmmimumum states to
their submerged lands would be an wet 0 preserve the
traditionsl relationshipy detwsen the Pederil and “8ute
governments, Lo upheld mum,afmmm States,

It is for these ressens, memt*orpmm:m
- any senge, that you are urged pespectfally to give
presidentisl sametion to the lagislation vhen 1t is

presentad to you, ’
‘  Stnoerely,

Ay o



