
Our guest of honor tonight- a gu-s st wh 0se very presence does 

p:rea+ hono,,.. to Fort Worth- ls so well Pnd widely known that an 

lntrod?Jctlon or him anywhere ,Jh0uld be unnecessary But for those 

who may have forgo+tErJa few, brief hlg~_:J>hts in the illustrious career 

of U-eneral Jonathan I! . Wainwright may not be 1nappropr1,ate} llat1ve of 

Walla Walla, dash, born in 1883, he entered West Potnt in I902 , was 

gradu-:.ited in I906 and came Fort Clark, Texas as a second lieutenant of 

c,av a) ry ~ !-re~ First lieutenant in 1912 , temporary lieutenant c,olonel 

-~~l in full cononel in I935, brigadier general in 1938, temporary 

major p;enera l in !940 , 11e-u+enant general in 1942 'and u.- full , four 

star g~r'iral 1n 1945 . General Wainwright saw service with the staff of 

the ~ -division and later with t.he 1hir"Cl army in Europe during World 
,J 

War one} serv'3d as instructor at L'ort hiley yfon the general staff at 

'NRehin,a:ton and spent eli:i:ht years in study and preparation for war ln 

the various c,ollege~s. maintAined by the war depart.meni-{ The outbreak of 
,,~ ,· 

World j ~r ~wo fou~c in the Philippines f ~r the second time as commander 
l~&.LLr.j:lflliAJ.I ~ I\ !, . , · 

of thf" • . ~ y'. .,.rf~e' re st ti hi story • 

ueneral 'ainwrip:h'- le an "?xceedingly modest man. •1 e do ::: an ' t regard 

hlms~lr as a hero/, I understand he doesn ' t like being referred to as a 
J ~1 " 

h9r/0When he was liberated by the vaps after months of kmn:tiiat:t~gx 

suff ~rinrr Rnu humiliation he even wondel"ed how he would be received by the 

pe op 1 e back home when he re turned. MXJPtE>111r.t1u·•!ix:ttxtk11JxWl)iilili Cons c 1 ou s 

of hav 1ng a one his own duty to +he fullest_,JJQBXKllrrHJ11DiKr ~lixl)EiJxtX)XX1!1CB 

~raBt~r xil)WXXX)txit ~ he wondered if he would b~ :received as a gAneral 

who surrendered his forces only to save greater loss of life or as 

the gAneral of a defeated force/ General ',Valnwrlght' s concern seems 8 

b;+ amusinp: now but 1 t 1s understandable 

The gene e.,a 1 d 1 dn ' t kn of re had no ,ay of kn ow 1ng-tha t the American 

people through their newspapers and their radios had enjoyed ringside 



1,J 
'seats at the bR+tles of ~ataan and Corregidor;that they ~new 

when th/3 surrenaer came that it wae the only course lefy,{,hat the 

Japaneee army a1an ' t. Win.[ lt was huni,er, disease ,physical torture 

bey onci t,he 11ml t of human endurance. Inst eaa of ""en era l 11 a inwright 

wond"?rlnp: how }IJ!!!t the ··merHt.an ~people would rece,1ve hi0e, the 

American people should have been wend ering what e would think 

of us. For we are +h s ones :res pons lb le for Bataan and C orregld :ir, for 
"'2./,/ ' ;;, I . 

the ~ agonizing months that the uene:ra l and hie companions as 

well as thou r And s of othArs spent in Jap prison campf we are the 

on"'s who failefwho let ""eneral 11 alnwright dowf As a nation we 
• l:. 

thought we could avoid war ~mitillfl!"Jt by opposing wor, _by ~troying 

the weapons of war, by s+.arvlng our army, navy, air force,by 

be i ng unprepared. So we sent General ilaln t,'"" ight and his li t tle force 

to the Philippines to stop Japan; sent them hopelessly outnumbered, 

inadequately trai ea,w~Hf»il~x inadequately supplied. Ana unprepared 
~ 'f-l 

when the e .mxRJllxJC.mHi c·ouldn t even send the m • No 

Gsn .e:: ral, J' OU And your ooura geous force or .dmRr:t«x~xa:Jni .Americans and 

Filipinos a1an 1 t fail at Bataan and Co'Y'regldor even 1f we as a 

nation a1y. You wrote a glorious p ,9 ::;-e in American history and 

wheth;:i~_ .y..o.u :hlnk yours'3 lf a h-3 ro or not; whether you like lt or not. 
rl ' 

• I •◄ 

you ere in th"' h '-" arte And mind s of the r ·merlcan peop le and always 
J 

w 111 be~nd j us+, AS OU ... r.Klil~Brll!iixxx:mmx:tl1H[X'BloJX/ICSX!!:&Xtlrl.IDc.i:tx:m1uc 

we r e thinking of your 

own rnsn when you s U!''Y'e de red, I ' .-sure your one thought when you: 

wltness1d t~e final vapanese surren- er and receive d the first pen 

used in it.,s signing, was of the men who could not be wl ' h you in your 

. final hour '"l.f triumph-the men who help-3d mak-€ 1t possible. 

~~~~~~~nw - ..,,.__r~,_,, 


