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To: Margaret Collins 
Bill Evans 
Ann Henckels 
Juanit McLean 
John Mitchell 
Alma Ellen Evans 

Dear Cousins, 

10006 Trailpine Circle 
Dallas, Texas 75238 
Thursday, March 19, 1998 

Do we all remember the trials and tribulations of the years 
immediately following the stock market crash of 1929? Of course, it 
affected the lives of all of us! 

Lest we forget, I am enclosing a letter Grandfather Evans wrote 
to my brother, Warner, on March 22, 1932. 

In their earlier years in Sherman, Grandfather and Grandmother 
Evans had lived in a house on North Travis Street some few blocks from 
the home of our Great-grandmother Martha Ellen Veal Evans (Mrs. William 
Leroy Evans). Martha Binkley, daughter of Grandfather Evans' sister, 
Anna Amelia Evans Binkley, once told me that this house had been built 
for his mother by her son, Will, brother to both Anna Amelia and John 
Fleming. He would therefore have been our great-uncle. I understand 
that his home was in Dallas and that he was in the real estate business. 

In the course of time our grandparents moved into Martha Ellen's 
home, took over the master bedroom and Martha Ellen moved to a room on 
the other side of the house beyond the stairway. 

I remember the house well. To begin with, I was born there. My 
mother, a widow of just a few moths, had returned home to live with 
her father and mother, Robert Wallace Yates and Bertha Augusta Dicker
man Yates, at 525 south Walnut Street. This is where I grew up. It was 
quite customary at the time I was born for a birth to take place at 
home. My mother had at that time three younger unmarried sisters, so it 
seemed prudent for me to be born in the Evans' home, and I feel sure that 
Grandfather and Grandmother Evans were pleased to have it that way. 

As a small child and very young man I was in that home many times. 
I have a vivid memory of visiting my great-grandmother in her room, al
though she died when I was only a little more than two years old. I 
remember staying there overnight with my mother and brother, Warner -
grandmother coming into our very cold bedrrrom with a bed warmer to help 
getting into bed be less of an ordeal - the chamber pots we had to use, 
because the house had only one bathroom, and that far away downstairs! 
I also remember wonderful family dinners there at their large dining 
room table - and following Grandmother around through the rooms and halls 
at about twilight to light the gas lamps in the high-ceilinged rooms 
(she had a long taper which could be used to turn on the gas and then, 
with a lighted match, to light the gas mantle) - and "Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot", sung by a woman in her kitchen assisting in the preparation 
of a meal (my very first time to hear that melody!) 

Grandmother died when I was seven years old, leaving Grandfather in 
the house alone, all of their children having established their own 
homes many years before. Aunt May and Uncle Jim Kone, with son Jimmy, 
moved from Denison to join Grandfather, so that Aunt May could look 
after him and serve as lady of the house. 



The crash of 1929 came and things seemed to fall apart for many 
Americans - as well as for many millions of other around the world. 
Aunt May and Uncle Jim moved into a home of their own and Grandfather 
moved to a farm near Altus, Oklahoma, where, except for occasional 
visits to family members, he spent the remainder of his life. 

At the time the enclosed letter was written, the house had stood 
vacant for three years and was obviously in a sad state of repair. 

After disposing of his ranch in West Texas many years before, Grand
became a realtor, dealing primarily in farm lands. My father, Warner, 
who had completed two years at Austin College, simply had to work, start
ing about 1902 to help contribute financially to the family. The real 
estate firm ten became "Evans & Evans", as advertised on a blotter for 
which I have made you a copy. My father's leaving school and helping 
financially made it possible for younger members of the family to con
tinue in school and complete their college education. the partnership 
ended with my father's death in 1915. 

Grandfather's "Net Worth" or "Estate" could have been described :in 
better times as "rather substantial'', consisting almost altogether of 
the family residence, farms, and city lots. Therefore, in reading the 
letter, you will perhaps realize how crushing the experience of the 
depression of the early 1930"s was for him. He was, of course, wiped out. 

Grandfather died, being struck by a hit-and-run driver on January 
11, 1935, so this letter was written less than three years before the end 
of his life. 

Perhaps this will give some insight to us who are living now con
cerning some aspects of a person whom I have grown to respect, through 
the records he has left behind, as a very remarkable one! 

Sincerely~ 

. µ- . 
NOTE: When I was a child, many businesses were conducted without bene-
fit of a typewriter. (You would consider the ones available, including 
one which Grandfather owned, tho be quite primative; adding machinges 
were quite bunglesome too!) Business letters, invoices, monthly billings, 
etc., were very often written with pen and ink. Inkwells were not at all 
uncommon (nor were they uncommon in public schools; my desk always had an 
inkwell!) Blotters were essential. A letter could not be folded and put 
into an envelope until the ink was dry - usually with the aid of a blotter. 

Blotters became a significant means of advertising. Few people 
bought blotters; they were usually furnished in quantity by businesses 
wanting to advertise. some of my friends and I would frequently go 
"blotter hunting", going from store to store and office to office, 
making a collection of blotters with as many different advertising 
messages as possible one them! 

A SPECIAL NOTE: Perhaps letters of the sort I have written to you might 
help preserve some knowledge of these forebears of ours and of their life 
and times. It may be that each of you could contribute to the record by 
recording some of the particular things you remember! 



Farm 
Route 2 Altus, Okla Mch 22 1932 

Mr. Warner Evans 
525 S. Walnut 

Sherman, Texas 

Dear Warner 

Noting yours of 21st you may rent to Mr. Bowen at whatever price 
down to $10.00 per mo. net, he to take house in condition it may be in 
and no allowance for repa"Irs or upkeep. And no deductions for repairs 
or improvements. 

Yes, I expect this property to be lost. Have offered it to the 
R. D. Biern(?) estate for ballance on the loan, $2,000.00 principal & 
int. I could secure no offer of any price, or on fny terms. And tne 
Beirn's trustees would not accept it on ballance o Beirn debt. 

The same conditions on the Mineral Creek farm. And all other of my 
and the estate's real estate. 

Not an acre or a lot would sell. And no creditors would accept 
property. And without---r::eturns in rents for three years, equal to annual 
taxes. I had no resources with which to pay taxes or interest. 

It was simply a misfortune resulting from a national calamity. 

The lots in Milam Heights had not debts against them, but will per
haps go for taxes. No one that I could find in Sherman would consider 
any property that I possessed. 

However it all goes in a lifetime. 

Arn glad to hear of yours and Dick's debating success. 

And I think of the fire proof safe given you & Robert. Have you 
looked after it? It may be lost or abandoned. 

Combination 
turn to right! times 
and stop on 
to left two (2t · times 
to right once 
to left 

Love to all. 

or oftener 
- · y 

stop on 
stop on 
stop on 

Grandpa 

J. F. Evans 

(Marginal Note) 
Take commission for all rent collections 10% 

86 
33 

4 
55 

NOTE: At the time this letter was written, my brother, Warner, was in 
his first year of pre-law at Austin College, having graduated from 
Sherman High School with the class of 1931. At that time I was a 
junior in Sherman High, to graduate later with the class of 1933. 

Warner made quite a record as a debater, both in high schoo l 
and in Austin College, and later at Baylor University. Dick Sanders, 
a classmate for many years, was most often his debating partner. 
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. FINE GRAYSON COUNTY F ARJS 
. 1 ===· Black Waxy and Sandy ·Land=== 

Money 
to Loan 
on Land 

FARMS FOR SALE 
ON EASY TERMS 

' Money 
· to .Le>an 
on Land 

~ · Evans & Evans 
118½ N'.Travis St. SHERMAN, TEXAS P. 0. Box 366 


