
Commercial Hotel , 
.Altus, OkJ.ahoma, 
March 10, 1926. 

Mr • vm • 1- • .8v ans , 
~ ---,-==--~--¥1 or · o-rt-h, exa-s. 

:Jear J illi am: 

I appre ci at e your invita ti on t o come tot.he Ft. for 
Semicenc ennial of t h e Cattle s sociation. I had intedded. attend­
ing, but a le t t e r told me tha t ray te na n t h ad failed to ge t a 
Trac c or , ;ms behind with rnrk L-nd. h ad. to have help , or to abandon 
part of land. It was late in the seas on so I came up here. Have 
helped him to buy tra ctor, and will remain only a few days , after 
hel1)i ng with fence ·.vork and seeing plowin · well under way. 

I have gon e ov e r publishecl names of cattlemen at the 
meeting , a great many of them are known to me b.\" name -- as of a, 
later reneration -- t b.ough but :i.ew are left of my ol d friends and 
associ a tes. 

~ i fty - five year s ago as a ~ember of State Democratic 
.c:;xecutive Co ,,m1i ttee f or Pa l o £'into County I called a meeting to 
select a delesate to a State Constitutional CoQVention, and helped. 

-=...,::;'--'==--,;=cp,-- eleu· Bno., a · t Cart as d:o l e i,-e , then roa.-e f· .1. t-e-e ... to i--gh -
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te e n miles uo ~is far m to n otify h i m. 

It was five years later t 1a t Le was 
id.ant of North Texas gattle Association. 

made First Pres-, 

In 1881 I helped to organize tne Pan Hand.le Cat tl e Asso­
ciation ( at .31t. i:ll i ot, Uobeta ~ • A youn~· lawyer (Lewis ) and I 

-v-vr o t e the Constitution and by-laYJS . 

}e vrent a long length ahead. of the lJ . l'l . Texas Assoc ia­
tion : they only offered r ewards f or protect i on of horses of mem ­
bers. The ?an Hand.le Assoc i ation offere rewards to ~rotect all 
live stoclc of members of the Associat i on. We were pionee rs in 
Texas in the protection of cattle. 

A great many lead ing cattl em1;;n Jred.icted that it could 
not 12_~ inforced and. t hat an attempt would. result in blibod.sr.1ea.. I 
was made President o:f t he ssociation. to try out the resolution 
th.':i. t.. had wr · t ten._, _ 

A year later at Ft. Worth I was elected a member of 
N. :Vest Texa s Association ' s Zxecutive Comrni t t ce of t v,relve, serv-
ing in both Associations -- in tne Pan Handle _ ssociation ' s Exe­
cu_ti ve and. Detective Co am i ttee with Good.night , Creswell , and Hi ck 
Eat on. In the J'1. W. Texas Exe cu ti v e C 0iru,1i ttee wi th C. C. Slaughter, 
Burk Burnett , John N. Si~1so~ , Harrold , Britton and othe rs (Jim 
Loving , Secretary of Association and of the Committee). These 
Committ ee s were selected from the most prominent cattlemen of the 
large territory covered and. ~ the youngest man in either committee. 

One cannot today realize the reckless methods t hat 
prevail ed. in branding and appropriating cattle . di1en the Ci Vil 
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,lar opendd. the prairie counties were devoted to graz i ng with not 
a fence , except around. small and. wid.1.:.,ly se1)arated farms. ':'lie farm ­
ing i•1terest was nominal , and their market limited to local d.er.1and. . 
Grass was fu.cnished. "for feed for stock , and. stake rope, or hobbles 
hung f rom horn, or c n tle of every saddle . Co~s were only milked 
d.uring Jpring and. 8o.nm1er , and calves and. col ts were bra.116..ed. and 

age 

!fa.Lr:ets .Jere d.i:..,t ....... 1. t : ~.1L.e only ~1n.lJ.roact in Texa:3 w i.s 

nine t y mi les from Ioust on to i.:i 11 i en . 1:ioust on s..nd. Jefferson were 
the principal ports. ~ost of the a ctive □en in T~Kas on the op­
ening of the Civil "far , e;i t e red. t',e Cor1feclerate .c\rr.i.1 • Then con­
scription swept tne country clean of t~ese fit f or service , from 
seve . teen to arty-five years of age . For four years cattle mul­
tiplied by thousands , and unbra~ed except by a few stay- at-ho .es , 
who plied t 11e ir irons, and. laict founa.ations for fortunes . 

At the close of the .7ar ( in 1865) those who returned. 
formed squads of a half doze11 or so and took to the range with 
rope and. branding iron. They ranced t nc counJcry far a11d. vvi de , 
r ou[id.ing- up and ;randing wherever cattle ,rere found. T .1e ir brand.s 
\vere ..., cattered. for hundreds of miles . .And no ma11 §_aid. nal_· 

Unde r other co1ditions it wo uld. have been a revelry 
of cri , e. 

own. 
his 

By Legislative a ct it Nas made l~r ul to brand an un­
mar~,:ed. calf of the prev ious year aft e r Uarch the 1st. And. to drive 
and. ~~11 ailll_ cattle , so that a tally of marks and. brands 1.vas filed. 
at County Seat . It' s easy to realize the d. isregard. for J roperty 
rights tna t this condition bred . Aft ~r a run of fif t een years to 
check it seemed i mpossibl e in Texas proper. 

~ut the Pan Bandle cleared. of I ndi ana, cattlemen from 
the North came South, and. Texa ns moved North . Their ranches inter­
mixed. , their ideas clashed.. 

So it was in Uar 1 h 1881, _when the Pan Hand.le CattleAsso ­
ci at i on was f ormed. , and. I wTote into the by-laws a clause offering 
a r eward. of ~250.00 f or infor mation leading to the arrest and con­
vixt ion of any person , or pers ons, for ill egaJ l y using any live 
stocl{ belonvi ng to any membe r -of the Pan Hand.le Cattle Association. 
I t propose d. an abrupt and. most r adic a l change , fraught vri th d.aneer 
of bl clsh:;_o. and rEL lu.tion . 

It elected me president of the Association , a nd I was 
given an eAcellent detective committee , of which I was chairman . 
In the face of the bitterest opposition we hewed to the line , ree · 
specting no violators ' st anding or weal t ". For a time the sky was 
lurid but we won out for Texas. 

I freely admit that success was due to the loyal support 
of the Executive Committee - - Chas. Good.1ight , Hank Cress .Jell , and. 
Nick aton - - all strong brainy men, and. to the splendid. membershi p 
that stood. by the committee . r..l: hi--s may be of small interest to you , 
but it ' s a part of the history of ~he greatest industry in Texas , i n 
its revo:uti onary stages , Then the personality of men ccuntea. . I was 

young then, but those wit'1 w}iom your father c..ssociated. were n1en . 

Your Papa, //i:' r£v. ,~,-.,,.,__,_ 


