
1935 , Nov . 1 4 . 

Dear Mr . Bert il l ion: 

I am glad t o get your t wo l ett er s , and I be lieve I am 
safe i n sayi ng t hat you still f eel ver y k indly towards me , 
which attitude I much value and appreci ct; e ; but . I a m sorry 
to see that y ou f eel s ome,vhat unkind l y t owards Mr . Nining er 
and the Dall as Centenni al. May I say a l i t tle in their 
beha lf'? 

I d on' t believe Ni n i nge r was t r y ing to run d own your 
s pecimen or say i t was not a g enuine meteorit e ; all that he 
meant wa s tha t it i s on e of t he Canyon ~iabl o iron meteori te s 
so far a s can be told fro m g ene ral a ppea ranee, and these are 
c ommon l y wor th only $1 or 7 5¢ a pound , as t hey can be bought 
f or tha t sum. Un der the s e circums tances (as t h i s was my 
final j udgment , t oo ) , i t wa s indeed fai r of you t o let me 
r e t u rn t he meteori t e and t o send back my check , as I und oubt edl y 
paid mor e t h an rthe ob jec t wa s worth . Of course if ~l l i son 
could be found ~a nd if i t coul d be pr oven to the s a t is f acti on 
o f the scien t i f ic world in g enera l t hat t h e object was a ctually 
orig inally f oLmd at Aber nat hy , it would be 'of more i nt e r e st . 
I am st ill hopin~/t hat you wi ::.l :rnme timejsubmit the ot her little 
piece to me , a s f believe it can be t ested to set t l e the ques t i on 
defini t ely . 

Now, I do not know f or s ure , but from what I r ead I f ee l 
sure t ha t t he Cent e nnial fol ks want an exhib i t of meteor i tes 
f or t heir museum , and t hey probably consulted Nining e r a s t o 
the possibi l i t y of buy i ng s ome f rom him , as he has a l a rg e 
colle c t i on . I do not t h i nk t hey have any i n ten tion of trying 
to g rab all th e me t eor ites i n this part of the count ry , or 
of try ing t o part i c ularly compete wit h you<0r me. Aft er all , 
we have t o live in a wor ld of c ompet i t i on-- Washer ' s c ompet e 
llli t h Monnig ' s , you know, and yet both stores go on and are 
ha111>Y . 

I am very g lad you made such a g ood f r i end a s the man you 
t old me a bout , and I ' m sure h e ' ll g ive you much i n formation. 
However, I ' ve been working pr etty hard on the sub ject my~ elf 
f or over three year s , and if t here ' s a nyth i ng I can tell you 
or a ny wa y in which I ca n h e l p you , you have only t o a sk a nd I ' ll 
g l adl y do it . I can t eli you about t he method of testing fo r 
me Leor ic iron with acid i f you wi sh . 

l (J 
Now , a s,\ the Ander son count y s pecimen, pl ease l et me make a 

suggestion--~ will e ven go s o f a r as t o b eg of you t hat you 
f olbw t h i s : get t h i s specimen right _away f or tempo r ary i nspec 
t i on , and if y ou want i t passed on , s end it to me and I ' 1 1 tell 
you whethe r it' s a me t eo r i t e a t no obligation t o you. 

(over) 



You needn't be worried that Nininger ' s publicity will 
immediately reach out and get this specimen, if you ' ll get 
busy and get an option on i t at once . 'I'm anxious for you 
to do this, because it is not true that I could get· it from 
Nininger if he obtained it . He is building up a collection 
of his own , and is by no means anxious to sell specimens . 

I wish y ou all kinds o f luck in findin the othe r 
meteorite whose loc ation you think you may rem~er , and I 
hope to hear fr om you again soon. If you Lhink it would 
be any ad vantag e for me to come t o Mineola a :rrl go with you 
to see the Anderson County s pe cimen , I might be able t o do so . 

In the meantime , I hope you ill not hold any feeling s 
against Mr. Nininger or the Centennial people . 

~ 

~~ 

With best wishes , I remain 

~ k -

Yours sincerely , 

~ ~~lo 
~~~ r , 
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