
Dear Gene: 

H!:ippy Valentine Day! 

I wil make e. copy of ru · clipping c1nd return i t ; 
then I shall enc los e a c opy of a st 0ry the D llas l ews ca.rried o 
I h Ft .. orth p 8 per s had the same but ol!li t ted the l as t sever; 1 
para raphs . 

, I did nothinr excer,t write to the di t r of t h: p~per 
at ~hihu1.huu Ci ty e.s I don't feel 'lble t o run "ff to . exico and 
suffer bes _ es from an inability to spe9.k '. ilP_nis h as 1:1ell as an 
nntipathj to .heir fo od o 

·f 

ny1:•ay,Bria11 Ma on ano tf·,rc l d Cl'lrke of th~ Sm'!. ths,.mian 
w !'e thru D:1118s Tue,;da.y ev nin(• thr, 11th on thei r l•ny to ~~l Paso j 
whence they were ~oing {lJ rented C" r?) to Parral . Brian s.1.id he 
had had a re •1r-,r r f om ~~l be \ !i ng of .::iA :.\ \~ho was alr':?a / do 11 
there that pieces were bein'· picked up by the n'1 tives nnd <;o ld in 
the s treP, ts for fancy ~rices ~ I t ts a ch)ndrite ~i t ~ 4 black 
t-ackp;round, and M3.son W:>~ hopi np· 1 t · ould be a c1.rb~n~C'.~ous cf-iondri t ee 
I thi nk 1 t 1 s quite poss i tle; thev d f!. ne a lly make a =""Jr some 
shock wave an0. light . (Of c o rse some c t h~r types do Uk1~1;Tise; 
e . g o .crton Countv~} 

I felt a t once i t was no decay£ng sa tel li te . It was 
f~r too vigorous for that, and pretty clearly coming in ~1ster than 
escPne velocity . I am sorry I 1.a sn 't able to get in on it, 
but 1 t kind of a deli ca te questi t•n wi th me of just how much to 
buck Smithsonian • Had I started bef ')re th ,m I ;odd ha,.re fel t no 
compunction . 

There hed been a fire ball apparently ending j'"st :e$~t5of 
Hou ston Feb. 5 (3 a . m. ?) and KinF•' and a confrere from NASA with 
.Di eter Heymann of Ri ~e a nd Armaddl!ra□ate~ie ( sp?() of the 'loust on 
Planetari um were supposedly working on i t, but I gue s t hey ftad no 
success or at lea,, t drop ed it like a hot po tato when this Mexican 
v1i ndf a 11 came a 1 ong . 


