
Dr . E. P. Henderson, 
U. s. National 1- u.seum, 
· shington 25, D. c. 

Dear Dr . Henderson~ 

1956, Nov. lh. 

I am the person ou should write f or more detail~ of 
the Chiclruoh2, Ct ho , eteorite l 

~ .r . V.:in L ng of Rout e 3 Chickasha, O l a . , found the 
piece en land he o,ms -when he wns plowine; i n the fall of 
19.55, probably about C'ct . l, he wrote . He told me whon I 
visited him that he had a"tual'.cy orig~.nally found it s ome 
y~ars ago$ but threw i't h ck down at th~t time . I n 1 ter 
r eadi.ng, he decided mentally this s a teorite, and r solved 
t mi ch f r it. He he e ore t akes some pu omble pride 
in havi f·i n JJy discoverod it again. He elni . bo f irst 

found it abou·t 1930-31, 1,hen h ~ c 3 farm.i.r with t . P,YllS., and 
tried on that occasion to put it in his hip pocLet ; it was too 
big to fit comfortably so · he l eft it in the field . T hnically, 
he vas harrowi this !iald in preparation for sowing whont 
when ha r - found it in 1955; e then i pped it with a wronch. 

He took it in to t he ~arby University of Okl homa 3t orman 
to man ·.ihose na e I do not ba't'e exactly; it is s 0,,1iet ing like 
Branscom, possibly ~!?nscm or Bransca --first name 1. I think 
he in the geology departxr.ent. This man hazarded · · ss th~t 
L ans had brought it in, and undertook t o have it i::ut for the 
fimer. Van Lo tho ht he had a deal that they -.era to cut 
off on~Jslice for themselves and was extremely ange1fo on going 
back and finding they had cut three slices; he declared all deals 
off, took everything ho with him, and was ca~i the piece 
around ill his car · th him when I was there . lie h s f o].ot-red the 
University ' s reco Jndation to spray it with a protective coating 
and keeps it ~n-apped in papers . 

he Univer ity told h ' it w s a black chondrite of 4,532 r ams 
weight . I would say the lassification is right . Some rel.! tively 
large and -peculiar met allic inclusions in one end of some of th 
outs would probably intrigue you; there is one slice you and I 
would fight over. The find was near the center of the southw s~c; 
quarter of Section 31, Township 8 North Range 6 West, al.mm t 
exactly three miles south of the little town am r ilroad stop of 
Amber, Grady Wlty, Oklahoma . · 
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Van Long has a pi · ure of the ori inal mass from a 
negative the U of O hae J I took a few poor photo• s of the 
slices w 'le there , but can •t get him to lend J1ie a slice 
for proper photography hereo ( I ua.nted to sh~w yo11 the 
odd et allic inc l usions. ) I have occasinally written ,. ong 
trying to make a deal , but he turns down everything I suggest . 
r claimed in one letter he had been offered Jl$ a pound, 
which I l vubt . Per :-;onall:y, he tol d me it would take some 
h e priceJ that unless he could get an "oil man11 who didn' t 
care about thousands , he would ju.st keep it . I think I can 
uV m, · ~ g t i .from him but it will t ake tim:J and peraeY-erance . 

I co "'d 1 · ve s .rorn he t ol me he wro·te the Smithsonian 
or U. S . !'I tional, a:rrl there should ~ something in your files 
up ther soraewha e . That ' a whey I assume y-ou knelt all about 
it . 

I e w.co!.;e me bee use of som publicity I got . last spring 
in Oklahoma b c use of an lli1 ~pla ned .:.> oek ave h · r o er 

o iderable roa, which 1 by pothes · ze· wa;; a me+ or it ---
t I vas b v · • ble to g t aey evi encG. Incidentally, 

I :U e of .. .'.. cial c:orrespoi ence :f'ror:i th arn that t e are 
&titing to pa a l a r.i for ' mages to a house i n Gut.,.ri i n 

this inata e ho t he "i' r t ht:y can fin no record of ::3Uper
s ont ... pla11as bei~ in t.ho ir , and i ' has been efinitoly shown 
tner-~ .;is no qua e r cor ed . 

Sor ey to bore you with all this , h• ·I; I f in t e 
of 1netecrit .finii!"'t:, and re·trievi most il u.u nti 
et t ,hio full sto 7 

Sincerely, 

etails 
tt.aen you 

7/1, Zl,. ks f or the opinion on the diorit -like piece 
ound l ss than a mile from the Van Long Qiickasha stone . 

I suppose I was mistaking th whitish feldspar in this fragment 
f.or quartz . 
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