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• Frederick C. Leonard, 
D pt . of Astronotey', 
university of Caifor;nia , 
Los Angeles 24, lif. 

Dear Fre erick 

1956, Dec. 20 

.. 

·:ould there be a:ey chance of several of us working 
together on the ~ ssible ultimate acquisition of the meteorite 
I • Van Lo of hickasha, Oklahana has? 

· te probably you have precedence over me in so far 
as kn bout the meteorite is concerned and in contacting 
Hr . Van Long. I came into the picture last February when I 
was investigati a pecllliar noise heard over Oklahoma-- to this 
good dny the r officially enies i t was due to jet planes, 
and since it was clou 1 stil believe it may have· b en ne t o 
a detonatins met eor . At a:ey rate , Long happened to hear this . 
noise , saw nw publicity abcut it, and wrote me about his meteorite : .; 

I t was quite obvious from the start that he would be 
ficult i vidual t .o eal .:.th in s o far as acquiri t he 

met eorite was cone rmd, so I did not pr ss the mat t er. Ulti tely 
we went to ee him. and it t urned out (1) that h was ve_ provoked 
at the Univer sity of Oklaho.ne for having cut the meteorite intc 
some four pieces (as I now recall ) when he claimed t o have made 
arr ngements to haTe only a small end piece taken off and (2) that 
he was not t all disposed to let go of the rneteorit unless he 
was off ered a fantastic price for it J e . g., if w were Texas oil 
men and would make offers on a scale fitting to such pos itions! ~\ l 

I didn I t even make him an ofter then, but we spent th 
rest of tm day canvassing the region, ur 'nng others to be on the 
l ookout for possibl e additional specimens, since this was a typical 
vwry old object with oxidized ex,erior. Several months later when 
I wrote broaching t he subject with him again, he replied and tol d 
me far the first time that you had made a f irm offer . He had tol d 
me the first time that the u. s . ?, tional had written, but he had 
not r esponded to them, and I had asked Henderson what he knew about 
i t, which is what aroused his activity. 



I l'Qplied to him that I would natch, but not exceed 
you offer, with t he modif ication t hat I would be willing for . 
him to spe~ . hmr the portions should ba divided. I f~ared '" 
he might wait· a slice to 'go to you, t hat he might want a i i ice · 
to go to U. S. National, or might even soften and want a lice 
to go to Oklahoma universit y . I figured he would want t o keep 
one end piece, ~ither major or minor . Naturally I wanted a 
slice or piece . Ha doesn' t seem t o want to do aeything about 
it right now, and I think frankly i t would be best to l eave him 
alon@ . He fe , s ethically obligated to you, ~•'tiith which I have 
no quarrel. Still it stri kes me t hat i f we cbuld all work 
t ogethel" we might do more good 'i;han wa.i.ting eapar ate'.ey" . 

Your .readions would be appr eciated. 
to you and yours . 

iferry Christmas 

Youro sincerezy, 
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