
Mr. W~lter Hous t on, 
J56 ' ashington St . , 
Middletown, Conn. 

Dear Walter: 
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29 Chelsea Drive 

I am come to the end of the rope on the Belle Plaine 
because I cannot trace Phipps . Manhattan Jr. Hi gh doesn' t 
answer about h!m. The Coun• School Supt . at Wichita said 
that office didn't employ him and referred me to the City Board 
of Mucati on at 428 s . Broadway in 'ichita. They replied 
promptly t hey didn't employ hi m. 

So-- can you furnish initials, first name , or something 
else about Phipps? And could you give me some i ndividual a t 
Manhattan who might take an i ntfrest and help me trace? 

Mrs. Roberts at Gr een, t&nsas , doesn't answer. I may 
try phoning her . 

Henderson of u._s. Nat . was t hru here and stayed t hree 
days . Ho doub t t here 1 - ,0gradual build- uRn.bY which they hope 
to take over our collecti some day, and I7Yiot for it at all 
simpl y because it is federal. 

His i mmediate objective may have been to talk me out 
of some of the Bells fall, but he di dn't really try . I took him 
up there one day and we re trieved one t i ny piece of perhaps 15 
grams total that a girl had found and thrown away becau:::e she 
decided it was not a meteroite! I let him have this but i t 
isn ' t much, since it was badl y rusted in part and a whitish mineral 
had begun to effloresce on the bottom (magnesium sulphate, perhaps, 
accort!.ng to a ·redeat articl e by Anders) . This type of object is 
supposed to run abo~t the usual 10% of metalli c iron, I understand , 
but I find our fall h highly susceptible to a mar~net . The li tera­
ture woul d indicate it must contain much magnetite. 

I pe·rsonal l 7 found my f i rst meteorite, a nicely oriented 
Bells specimen of l ess than 1 ounce, several weeks ago. A total 
of 5 running to about 9 ounces , is now kbovn . That is slow work! 

Comet Seki I had to miss at its best on account of clouds 
I ' d l ike to riave seen it when i t was fast and bi g ! 
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