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1966 , Bee . 4 

Dear dfil t er: 

A f riend of mine a t Cleburne , Te xas, posed t wo 
questions r e cetnly which I couldn't answer righ t off, 
nor am I a s tall sur e I can f i gure out the answers a t a ll. 
!Jf you ·can he l p , I ' m sure he 'll be gr a t e f ul: 

1. ,7'oward what poin t on the celestia l sphere doe s 
t he pole of the sun point? Ha e i t ever change d so f ar 
as a stronomers can t e ll? 

2. De f ine t he orbit of Saturn with res pe ct to the sun's 
equa tor; 1. e .'1 a t wha t angle a o they int er sec t a nd wher e 
are t he "nod ee 1? 

I mi•sed you gr ea tly a t the meeting of The Meteori t ­
ica l Society i n Wa shington~ It was very i ntr i gu ing a s usua l. 
For t he very f irst t i me t hat I ca n recall, t he oounc i l up­
held a progr am comm i t t ee 's aea~ s ion to r eject two offe r ed 
papers; I canno t say t hey were wrong , and indeed voted with 
t hem , a s the au thQrs and subject matter were of dubious 
s tanding , but i t is jus t another s i gn tha t the socie t y has 
turned full y profes siona l, which ind eed i t has. There wer e 
even doubl e s es sions one morni ng. The papers ar e get ting 
more techni ca l. The ma t erial of ca r bona ceous chondr1tes i s 
now well re cogni zed a s something ac t ually very com~on and 
presumably pretty bas i c wherever meteor i t es come fro m. The 
Canad ians don't admi t it, but t hey pulled an awful boner 1n 
retr ieving only about l gr am of t he R~velstde f a ll. Ni n i nger 
told me at Od essa t hat they rode over t he a r ea f equently in 
a helicopt er, obviously boking for a big h~ or cra ter, when 
t hey should have been ground s earching for tiny bits. I 
suppose the count r y was largely snow-cover ed (I th1.n•k i t was 
April 1, 1965) and I am thoroughly sympathe t i c wi t h t hose who 
tri ed for a re covery. 

Correspondence with the f e llows i n Kansas eatablUhe s 
clearly that they have another stone, so ther e a r e 3 Belle 
P1:une's; of course it is not yet proven that a ll are r e l a t ed 
but I sha ll try to send them chips. The localites ar e a ll 
in a straight line and it would be a wonderful pl a ce to go and 
search for more . I have intended to right along but you know 



about intentional ~aybe next summer..... I don't know 
whether any of the metal detectors would work on such stones. 

I nulled an awful boner on the Leonida and should 
ask you to kick me. I arose and watched for an hour or 
a bit more on the morning of ~he 16th, f rom about 4 till 5. 
The score was 2 meteors and three sate llites. 

On the 17th I got up and watched from 3.15 t i ll 4.20 
and counted 61 in an hour. It seemed a decent enough shower 
but I detected no signs of i mprovement and old a ge and weariness 
got me; I committed the unpardonable sin of the amateur in 
losing hope , and went to bedl We had gorgeous weatler here 
and many peopel saw the 11 storm" from ab,out 5.30 till after 6 
but no one thought to call me (tha,•s wha t come s from having 
a reputation of knowi ng all about itl) and I slett blissfully 
thru t he shower o f the centuryJ I should have a l ead medal 
or some sort. · 

Maybe I have some excuse that business is overwhelming 
me. I t is, to some extent. Beside s my r egular duties and 
troubles I am involved in the fight to save our building and 
in a compl ex auditinegchange which involves changing from an 
accrual to an installment basis of accounting . To do that, 
we must sell all our retail accounts receiva bl e at this year 
end (some 83,000,000) under a form of contract tha t we first 
have to get approved by the IRS~ The s hole thing is a lot of 
fol derol tha t the government and the lawyers insist on a nd 
it d iscourages me; it will cost us about ~15, 000 t o do the trick, 
but late r should save us more than t hat each in t he i nt eres t on 
d@ferred taxes. 

I'll probably be in New York as usual, t ho I have not 
yet made definite committments. The time, I be lieve, is Jan 
15-21. 

Sincer e l y , 
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