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have no doubt but what you sa• t e same fireball 
s o widely reported up her ; the D2.lla.s moon-,uatch team timed 
it qui t e ~ccur te l y at 10. 08 P• • nd a f r act on . I can 
explain t he vi si bi li t y thru clouds nlly on t he a s sumpt i on 

ha t t ey wc~e ot thick enough to bl ock out this l i.e1ht, 
and a s you say, r ed would be tr·,nsmi tted best (i nfra-red ou 
could not see) . 

t get s t o be var y difficult to identify the dii' fArent 
_parts of such n. phenomenon ns sen f r o'D va.t ious point s . I 
ave no~ travel ed prac tic lly r o n the tir th , ft . '.forth 
o a l a s to r ,rrell to Jre ~mrille t o Bonha t o D~nison t o 

Sh_rman to Ac.Ki nney and oo.clr to F rt Jorth. 

I t hink the ear lier part of the pa t h went n arly ov.,r 
'l'errell . e r.1e te r was bearing just a little wes t of no th 
i n its des cent , and. I know t t near the e d 1 t v!ent a l ost. 
directly 011er ',,hi te ·11rieh t f nd . ells . Just "" f ew mlles nor t h 

iiells, betwee it and t oe tiny se t t lement of Ambros?. , : here 
a s a _;)pa,r er tly a fi nal expl osive bur s t . 

There had , ho\·1ever, been a number of flare-ups or 
righteni ngs earlier in tho pa.th, and I am not entirely sure 

it was t he st one that was the brightes t i ntr insically . 
'i'he Dallas 1orning t,ews of about Sep. 12 or 13 publ shed a 
1/300 sec. exposure a boy a t f' esq_uite took , and it shows a final 
bigges t burst or fla re, but we have no way of knowing w' ether 
t his was t he 1· s t one or whet· er other bursts occurred after he 
snapped the pho to . I talk r➔d to hi m per so!lally, and he t hought 
t he l i ght was br i g t r before he t ook t he pi cture than a t tha t 
moment . 

So I donl t r eally know '"'here t he bli ndi ng gener a l flash oc-
cur r e • I f 1t v,as no t a t t he very end of t he pa t h but nearer 
the middle, t hen the red ball you saw descendi ng wa s t he rest of 
the flight 



We have a l ot of re-ports of br eaklge in vari. ous degr ees , 
one observer from 'I1yle i s i s i n a "dua ' train, and many 
reporting two to seven larger objects breaki~ outct the end . 
Near the t erminal point, observers report final br eakage into 
l iterally hundreds or thousands of spark-l ike fragments, perhaps 
in ad.di tion to a few big·"'er ones . 

I do have about three reports of a terminal ball going 
for 1 rd from the final exposi on point north of Bells . We have 
the path closely defined i n here by observers on each side of i t, 
but t1e terminal 11 as not been traced pi·ecisely. I think 
t re>ros nt3 la rge met eorite that fell in the ed River 

bo bom~a ,e have been vis1 ti n , people i n there on the Texas side 
ur gi :, t. em to watch for pi eces, ana. i f no t successful l:lill move 
on over t o the Oklahoma side . 

I have some dlouts whether this l e.s ery l ow ball •rnuld be 
the same as the ne you saw f rom tl uston, tperhaps i t is . In 
any case, remember that all parts of he f i reball, an each out ­
urst, pro bly represent argel y evapo1·a ting or lluminated 

gases, pe.rhaps even . ·. 1?.a tion pheno . ena doubtle s ome iles 
in :' dth but with on ·. a. 11 core of one or more solid bodie s . 

One s 11 meteorite t' le " th n c~ ounces hes so fa been 
over to us an i t struck a roof about J miles ~est of 

I t pr esumably r epresents a kick- ck piece from the 
l a,· ex~ i vo bur t , ano think the co· ntryside for r !ldius 
O.L 3 o 5 t1iles t ·1e ·e i cove ad wi t tiny gr000rnen t of J.i 
m teorit, b t t her ,i n y to . t edict the siz e . I fe .r 

hey a e grape-seed to pecan ize in themain, ..-1th only a f ew 
fr' et in th~ ounce and no t many in the pound category. 

l e this opinion on t e fact that he rae eori ie is of 
t e variety known as a carbonaceous chondrite and is q ite crumbly. 
hi s may be one reason for the intense illumination-the object 

s at e ed h3. y an l rape~ t ed.ly as it cf'.roe own, c. time e osing 
muc r ce area to evapora tionmd d~struction. e hava hop 
of a 3W la ge pieces surviving, but even than I ~onder i f t ey 
woul stay who e a d pe et:rate a bit upon hitting t he cround, 
r nether they WO' ld ~e on the ground t twas so hr and dry­

before the rains from arla . 

, ankly, I oubt if there is piece over ;,5 or 50 pounds , 
and would myself extremely fortunate if we an down one of those . 
The1·e may be a few pieces of 5 to 10 pounda . · his is all guesswork. 
I ear it i mostly i n p' ece of a fev ounces, and we many never 
~et any more . e are personally visi ting as any peoples 
pos ible in 1is r eg1on 9 and circul a izing it with request to 
pie p these blad rocks . They. look ver; much like charcoal . 

Yours sincerely, 
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