
::; r HT ND SOURJ OF ALL : 'lhen the f i reball seems to reach 

the hor i zon or Pnd l ow in trees or behind di stqnt houses , there i s often 
a st r ong i llus i on t hat the ob jec t lns fallen very cl ose . Actually , i n such a case , t he 

meteori tes (i f any ) have ~ x2x~liJ al l en 150 to JOO mi es aw~y . 

Ihen ri fi reball 1' ends'1 C~Jes 01t ) i i~1
1 in the sky , 11eteorites 

11i thi n a fp f mi l es ,. 
f rom may fnl V ~ - · s t he :pi eces ::ire na t ura l super- soni c 

11i ss i l es', th rnclerous" shock wave"noi ses wi 11 result from their 

breaki ng the sound a r r i er a nd are someti'lles heard over 50 

miles f m •lhP.re t he meteor i tPs l and . One or 'llOr e "booms 11 may 

be ol lo1 ed by a proloneed r rn:ibl e or r oar , an even irregula r 

seri es of "pops '' or sp11 t teri ng . The se are 0 ten mi stAken1y 

t hough t t o bP the sound of the ob jec t hi tting the P.To•md , ut 

t hat s ound Hill be onl y a du t l thud or thump heard only a fAw 

hundred yar ds a t best . Per sons withi n P. f racti nn of a mi l e of 
t he objec t thru the ai r , 

t 11e p ;:i r e o :=tll a r e 1 key b he8 r/uxwxx wh zzj ng or whir_ i nd-

like an airp J l'lne 1-r i th t he motor cut of f . 

lln~ Xliru3LU{eX:alil Meteori t=s 'llay fa 1 t any time of day 

or ni gh t or yPar or i n any ki nd of weather . If i t i s cloudy , the 

fire ball fr om vhi ch they co P may no t be seen , bei ng entirel y 

a bove t he clouds . On cl ear days , and especi a lly int ili~ht , 

t he disi ntegra ting fi reb,, 11 ma. l e:ctve a whi te cloud of dust t n t he 

sky , someti me s 5t2tj.i.110 visi ble f or over JO mi nu t es . Take a 

se r ies of photographs of one of t he~e i f y~1 ge t a chance . 


