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1966 , e c. 26 . 

Dr . J ohn Hay es, 
E··rico Fermi Institute for N~c lear Studies , 
univers i t y of Ch_cao , 
5630 Elli s llenue , 
Chicago , I ~lYnols 60637 

D~ar Sir: 

Dr . Haed erson of the u. S. Na tion a l Museum was 
her e on a v i sit in Nov:mmber, 1961,1 when we were still mali ng 
frequent s ear che s f or material nrom the Bella, Texas , 
fall o f S pt• 9 that year . I invi ted ,a to go wi t h me 
on a Saturd a y , about t he rr. i dd l e of the month, a s I now r e ca ll. 
We did so~e s ear ching in what I consider ed likel y spots a long 
t8e path but to no t a va11. I then suggested that we go to 
a certAn house which I had not canvas s ed be f ore, and her e 
when I t old my story the l ade said t hey knew nothing about 
any me t eori t e s , but a youn g irl standing beh ind her wa s 
more ahl pful. She said ehe had f ound a p i ece 1.n their 
dr i veway , I think t he Monday a ft r t he fal l (Sep . 11) when 
s he came home from school. She picked it up , but dee~ded 
it was not a ~e t eorite and t hrew 1 4 back down. 

' ; asked her i f she knew where i t was , and she took 
us right to t he spot, perhaps 100 f eet down t he drive t oward t he 
road we had dr i ven in on--we a l ~ost ran over the p iece ! I t 
was i n very poor cond ition with a long limonltlc streak 
showing on the whiter limestone gr a~ in the drive . I 
gathered some of these sta i ned roc ks f or a aouvenur a nd t old 
Dr . Henderson he coul d have t he meteorite fragments . 

I would gues s t his is what he l e t Br an Ma son have 
so e of, ~ut probabl y t hey can tell you if you wou l d inqu t r, 
dir ec tly; you dobbt l es s know t hat each of them l s now at t h 
Smithsoni an . 

This was t he f ifth p i ece found ; t hedate of find was 
Nov . 18 , 196 1, a nd Henderson wrote me D~c . 12 he was acces
sioning it as 20 gr ams , 12 grams fer t he l a r ge piece , 8 
gr ams for t he agne tic fract ion (because of t he intimate l y con
ta ined magnetite you ca n p ick up the powder f rom thes e with 
an Al nico perfectly ). 



Now t here is a complication in that Br ian Mas on 
also visited me in Mar ch of 1962 , and on the 4th of that 
month went with s everal of us on one of our many week- end 
searches . I be lieve there were 4 of us and considerable 
personal looking yielded nothing until late inthe afternoon 
when we tackled a ;plowed field that had not been disturbed 
e i:rte the fall ; it was much less promising that many gr as sy 
or e roded areas where we had been looking , but we tried it 
in spite of t he prevali ng clods of black , waxy dirt tha t 
were so s i milar in color to what we we r e looking f or . 

Finally Mr ■ Robert Brown of our part y spotted 
a small powdery heap wh~ch we gathe r ed wi th an ' Al n ico as 
usual , t otal 36 . 0 grams . Mas on might have got ten a very 
smal l p i ece of thi s ( these weather ed specimens were not 
entirely powder but had many small f ragments i n them )-- I 
don ' t t hink he d i d , but if so it was with our ~blessing and 
was so lit tle we thought nothing of lt-- certainly only a small 
fraction of a gram . 

The day before , Mason had been at my home and I 
had shown him all t he other 5 pieces we had . It ls not 
my recollection that he t ook any of this , but if he did , 
again I will say it was with my bless ing and was certa i nl J 
very little , not over one or two tenths of a g ram . You will 
have to ask h i m. I - is barely possible he got a very 
tiny iragment of l he original fresh piece . 

In general I have not partm with any of the Be lls , . 
tho you can understand I have had many requests f or s ome of 
i t and any interested scientific worker who see s it nat umly 
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feels he could us e some t o advantage . I don ' t r ecall whether 
Mas on asked for any , but I know I d i d not g ive h i m any substan
tial amount and he may have r e ceived a bsolute ly none . 

If you don ' t belong to The Me t eorl t icaJ Society I 
respe ctfully urgeyou t o j oin . Roy S Clarke Jr . a t U. S. 
National if now t he S8 cre t a r y and ha s t he proper-appl ic a tion 
f orms . 

I may be thru Chicago J anuary 14 on my way to a 
dry goods convention in New Y~ r k . 

Sincer ely , 
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