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Déaf Tom

Please forgive ny lonq ﬁer1od of silence; I
have beey fully aware with gratefulness of your continued
active lnterest in the fall of:Jan.: 3.

But when the Harvard network found the meteorite,
theege 18 a sort of ethica that keeps me fror going in and
capitalizing on their efforts, and there is not nuch more I
feel I should do towards trying to find additionzl nleces.

I ran into thls way b&sk in the 1930'e. There
were then very few meteorite hunters, and whie cormercially
and legally there 1s no reason whey outright competltion

should not prevell and the devil ﬁﬁake the hindmost, it
seemed better to me at that stage to sort of work wtth the

other fellow and expect him not to in trfere with re. I
agreed on t Us specifically with the foremost metexrite
hunter of the time, H. H. Nlninger. I1've never had any

guch agreement with the Smithsonian Aatrohpys@cal Ovservateary
but know D?. Fped Whipple, the head of it, fairly well, and
have met Dr.Richard Mcuposkey geverd times--ke 1s in charge
of the Prairle network of cameras that spotted t Wis thing.

I actually thought the hig viece would He somewhat
to the northeast of T@&hlequah, B0 my arm chalr survey was
wrong to thet extent. I did Yeel from the pleture of the
first one found that 1t was not the entire vlece-~vou can tell
when something has broken off one or more sideg=--and while I
was in New York I read that a second swaller piece had been
found. There mey well be otheres, indeed several or ®m&any.
Indeed there might still be a blgger plece farther along the
path, which I stlll think came from the southwgat.

I was sort of atymiad on the matter anyway because
I begen to develcp a slight cold several days before I left,
with some reluctance, for my ennual New York trio on Jan. 17
The trip was a flop so faras 1 was concerrsl as my cold did
nothing except get worse and I finally had to hit the bed for
a day and a half when fever developed.



I did manage to recouv enough to drag down to
WaAshington one day and see sore scraps of the meteorite at
the SmitheoniamnInstitution, where I know the men very well.
It has been cut into a number of pleces and tests are heing
run at about 6 places for radioactive nuclides (inddced by
gosmic rays while the meteorite is out in space). As seme of
these have pretty short half-lives the astronomers have been

‘anxlious for sowe 10 years or so, since apparatus has been
developed for measuring sthese disintegratione in a very
wensltive wegy to get very freshly fallen svecimens for the
purpose.

I know of at least three cases in which they have
already done this, but you know they llke to revet these
experiments (just like they want to keep on golnz back to the
moon!) to check their results, see if something different
showe up, or, as they put 1t, zet a good statisticalf&ﬂ%sult.

The other big purpose of the camera network is to
get an orbit on the incoming objlect, as this has been done
only once, on a fireball in Czecho-S8lovakla. Harverd has
been running this network some 4 or 5 yezrs and tHs 1s the
first meteorite they have retrieved l--thzy have numbrous
well worked out fireballs, and have concluded that nothing
falls most of the time. I could have told them that from
20 or 30 years of frultless experiencel!! However, I still
think maybe something falls and that even with all their
exactltude the plece(s) are 8imply small or elude their
search. I elwap syrpathized with MecCpbskey and told him he
had Jjuet had real hard luck. This time they had real good
luck, and deserved 1t. There has beena good element of luck
in every one of our recoveries.

The meteorite is the commorst tyve (a thondrite,
which simply means 1t has 2 lot of chondrules in it, lititle
rounded grains or spheres of minerals) and you will notice
all the criteris glven on my cirmmlar were net--hblaclk crust,
no great penetration of pleces, etc, Harvard has used my
circular almost verhatim at tdhmes (with my full vermission).

I never did find Lost City on any map except the one
you sent, and I hope they name the meteorite finally after
a somewhat larger town nearby.

Thanks‘again for all your letters end aclippings
and I may write you agazin to answer some points in your
prior letters. Best regards to all the McMillan$.



