
THE DISCOVERY OF THE TISHOMINGO, OKLAHOMA, SIDERITES 

By Oscar E. Monnig 

The first of the Tishomingo, Oklahoma, s1der1tee 

was found on January 14 , 1965, by Glenn Orr, t4, who lite ally 

stumbled over a projecting point of it as he we.a crossing a 

gr, ~i i c ._; stu:i::•,;. ,.-:1"2:i.le oird hunting. His excavation revealed 

not one, ·~ut ':. o, iron meteor! tea irnmecHa .ely cen -a th the 

surface and in juxt.apo i tion~ Unverified weights have bean 

l""eportec a.a :55C t=:: ·~·c, ":·14 ~ounds. St..--seqitcnt d~ .. ,sln:;; in the 

11 holv ·, t,\w monthB 8 tu:." found ti ·o HH'-J.lcH• pL .. ecf1 of ::>½ pounds 

11 int~ ... t'' H:, i:. i ijf5 one 

or immedia.t.;ly 

up n imJact, or have oxidized apart alnce fall. ·:he overall 

amou,1·i of oxldea in t~10 soil ircre l:1tely s~trr·ounding the finds 

was ~elstively slight. 

A p.rellm1nary analysis of orus~a. ·r.::.te:r:.:1.l 1::~• a ne!:1.rby 

college was reported to show a very hidh nickel ~ontent. The 

smallest oiece has been cut ~nd etched and hqlf of lt is now on 

loan to the U. S. Hatioml Museum f~r 11.vesti i;a.tion . Efforts to 

locate further pieces in the immediate vicinity and 1n the general 

neighborhood have been fruitless but are being continued. 
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