1968, March

D#. E. P. Henderson,
United States Natlonal Museum,
Washington, b C.

Daer E4:

, Thank you for the informetive letter of
Féb. 29 on the cutting of the Tishomingo piece, and
the atatistlcs on loss per sguare inch of cut. I
usd to wonder whetker sawlings co@ld be save 4 for
enalysis but I supvose conteunlnation from previous
cuts would be most difficult to avoid.

I thoroughly undesrstoocd your reasons for
not cutting parallel to the flat sldes, and 1t cer-
tainly makes no difference that the two halves are
80 alightly unegual.

I suggest you not encase elther pleez 1in
plastic until we have had a chance to discuss 1t further,
and you certahly need not be in a hurry to return them.

I have made two canvasses of the nelghborhood
in efforts to ‘wet further pieces turned up but don't
want to hullaballoo the matter any further till I get
the malnpleces. It turns out that ¥r. Whiteley d4ic not
own the land on which they were found, but only rented 1it,
fhis ecritical strip has slince been s0ld to another man.
I'm sure he would not and could not claim anythinz, but
the orior gwners umight, and I have to move cautiously.

Some sweset day tell me whe ther thils meteorite
cduld be said to be composed almoast entirely of pleasite
or whether you are going to eschew foraver glving s name

to the gagggia% (not the structurel). We wey Just have to
call 1t natural stainless steell

S8incerely,



