Pra . 23 ‘,% /oo

czre////h',

) | vl Aere (mﬁé/ﬁtu e DYl somn i
/m‘/'mfjf7ﬁ,¢naiem e 4r of 27 Jikh /Af»/m,) (x//ébéml
44_«);&&/—%%&% l’ld/nw{uc/.b#ﬂéun/w‘ SR v
b | a‘j/ﬁy/muﬁ%}/ddum/u/ yaﬂ,WZ‘Zx/me et o,
Kirt A tifiorned onoaflhm, 717&;/%# M/M,/A//QVV/V@

S e fee, P
feead u,/wb7 W/,Q/[V R I (,%7 % e 4’4@?

A‘ﬁ;ﬂ&'ﬂ/lé&n
’/fwﬁ/& uh%aéﬂdm»/n,/e.d m/md ,:/LL,,/,& 07//14/(2/-%’
/ﬁ/ﬂ. le att f/m./(/m %A%‘{’dfy //{‘W,émm %kf?
% .é/,m z:z;,,?,.y{ Wo/n bmr@;éy @@M%/%/«v
fs ///t ;:./#AQI#A%ZA/W/A%%Q%/\NV/{—/@ %/ﬂiﬁ/éf

|

’ %WW/M/{‘-{/‘/;WM%WK_
'7«,«: .
Ut ST, /””’f’ S e e B Lot M&W“/M

%WW}GM{‘NM %_’MA7/€” 4‘7#’?}4

o



n ‘ 7 v b af
e HeE .
_erfinag - - A ; \*‘v :
.yo \M.)ANV..‘. #Hf ﬂid\m\/
Ay O 5. ALY
a*" : : ¢ 3 ‘..m. ! % \
o.. \\W g QJ... \ %.... g A. .,.,u.\ ,#
ll..: .Mn mtab .(-.“wﬁ.. .wu. r m”\bhc-n\e-\\

S Q.g\n.
\&\\:g s " PISa
.mw §\\%\.\M\\m\\ %2

b\ i&.

M\&*wm\,- o LY N\x%w e, //W//

-
> ;
N\

f) /"7// W




37

LEIGH HUNT, A. L.S., 23 July 1822, to John Gisborne.

Pisa—23 July 1822.
Dear Sir,

You will have heard by this time, the dreadful news which still
seems ringing here in all ears,—the loss of Mr. Shelley & his friend
Capt. Williams in their boat off Villa Reggia. What you will have
felt on hearing it, I am sure I know; & by this you will judge of what
we all feel,—except indeed the women, whose anguish must have
surpassed conception. They are better, but still suffering piteously.

I have been writing, at Mrs. Shelley’s request, to Hogg & Pea-
cock respecting Mr. [deleted] Shelley’s will, & some alterations he
afterwards made in it. Mrs. S. thinks she recollects that a correspond-
ence [indecipherable word deleted} passed between you & him respect-
ing it, & that you may be able to furnish some information to Hogg &
Peacock, who are requested to apply to you accordingly. Mrs. S. is now
searching among her husband’s papers for the altered will; but it has
struck her, that perhaps he consigned it to you, when you left Italy.

Mrs, Hunt, who sends her best remembrances with mine to MTs,
Gisborne & yourself, is better; & was still better, till this common
calamity of all kind hearts occurred.

Yours, my dear Sir, very truly,
Leigh Hunt.
[flourish]

ALS, 1 page. Double sheet, 25 x 19 cm.

Wove paper. Watermarks: (first leaf) PARODI; (second leaf)
BENIDETT[O]}.

Seal removed.

Postmarks: 1. PISA; 2. FPO | AU.6 | 1822 [receiving stamp];
3. 12 O'Clock | - AU*6 - | 1822 NO{four badly blurred
letters].

Address: “Angleterre” upper right corner; “Inghilterra” lower
left corner. John Gisborne Esq. | 33. King Street West, |
Bryanstone Square, | London, | England.
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Transcription from:
Kendall, Lyle H., Jr. A Descriptive Catalogue of the W.L. Lewis Collection--Part One.
Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1970.



Docket: (upper right corner verso of second leaf) Leigh Hunt |
rec. 6 Aug. 1822 | Ans: Ditto.

Provenance: W. Gisborne (the letter is tipped onto a manila
backing with the MS penciled notation, at top: Presented to us
by W. Gisborne—). In an American Art Association folder.

Published by Lyle H. Kendall, Jr., “Leigh Hunt on Shelley’s
Missing Will: An Unpublished Letter,” Keats-Shelley Journal,
XV (1966), 6-7.

Notes: 1. Shelley died on 8 July 1822 after having executed several wills:
the first 24 September 1816, the second 18 February 1817 (after Harriet's
death), and a new or altered instrument either 28 February or 20 April 1820.
This document has yet to surface.

2. Hunt's first letter on Shelley’s death was written to Elizabeth Kent, 20
July. She is requested to show or send the letter to Thomas Jefferson Hogg.
His “letters” to Hogg and Thomas Love Peacock were a single communication,
dispatched on the same day that he wrote Gisborne (who witnessed the “third”
will), sent to Peacock for transmission to Hogg (unpublished, in the Carl H.
Pforzheimer Library).

3. Gisborne wrote to Hogg on 12 August, and Mary Shelley to Peacock on
29 September. Since their efforts failed to uncover the lost papers, the second
will took effect—but not until 1844. On the twentieth of April in that year
Mary wrote Hunt that he would thenceforth have 120 pounds annually “in
memory of what Shelley’'s intentions were” (see The Letters of Mary W.
Shelley, ed. Frederick L. Jones [Norman, 19441}, II, 218; Frederick L. Jones,
“Shelley’s Revised Will,” Modern Langunage Notes, LIX [1944], 542-544).
Hunt, that is, had a personal interest in locating the fugitive testament.

4. Here published by permission of Daniel Whitten, Editor, Keats-Shelley
Journal.

From page 56 of kendall, 1970



"THIS COMMON CAIAMITY..."

Leigh Hunt, with his wife, had come to Pisa early
in July, 1822, anticipeting a delightful summer in the com-
pany of the Shelleys, Byron, and Trelawny. Less than two
weeks later this celebrated liberary group was overwhelmed
with the tragic loss at sea of Shelley and his friend, Capt.
Williems,

Hunt placed himself at Mary Shelley's cervices. e

o Qb ‘.{-d/wv»,u}
heve one of his letters, writteq>on her behalonnly a few
days after Shelley's death, The first few lines speak with
such eloguent restraint and understanding for "this common
calamity of a1l kind hearts™ that we quote them in full:
"You will heve heard by this time, the dreadful news which
still seems ringing here in &1l ears,--the loss of Mr. Shelley
and his friend Capt. Williams in their boat off Villa Reggia.
What you will heve felt on hearing it, I am sure I know; & by
this you will judge of what we all feel,--except indeed the
women, whose anguish must have surpassed conception. They are
better, but still suffering piteously..."

The rest of the letter, written on one'page, guarto,
dated from Pisa, July 23, 1822, refers to alterations in Shelley's

will on which Nxxx Mrs. Shelley thought Gisborne could throw

some light.




(COPY)

Pisa 83 July 1823

Dear Eir;

You will have heard by this time, the dreadful news
which still seems ringing here in all ears,--the loss of Mr,
Shelley & his friemd Capt. Willisms in their boat off Villa
Reggia, What you will have felt on hearing it, I em sure I
know; & by this you will judge of what we all felt,--except
indeed the women, whose anguish must have surpassed conception.
They are better, but still suffering piteously.

1 have been writing, at Mrs, Shelley's request, to
Hogg & Peacock respecting Shelley's will, & some alterations
he afterwards made in it, Mrs, S. thinks she recollects that
& correspondence passed between you & him respecting it, &
that you may be able to furnish some information to Hogg & Pea-
cock, who are requested to apply to you eaccordingly. MNrs. 8
is now searching among her husband's papers for the altered
will; but is has struck her, that perhaps he consigned it to
you, when you left Italy.

Mrs, Hunt, who sends her best remembraces with mine
to Mrs. Orisbone & yourself, is better; & was still bvetter, till
this common calamity of all kind hearts occured.

Yours, my dear Sir, very truly,

(Signed) LEIGH HUNT,
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