JOHN KEATS
¥

ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPT
FIRST SIX STANZAS OF

“POT OF BASIL” (ISABELLA)
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STANZA IT
‘”Jliuut'every night deeper and tenderer still

5M1LA2§ every eve deeper and tenderer still

STANZA III
And from his chamber-window he would catch
And from her chamber-window he would catch
Her beauty farer than the Faulcon spies

Her beauty farther than the falcon spies

STANZA IV
Vade their lips paler by the breask of June
Made their cheeks paler by the break of June
Lorenzo, if thy tongue play not love's tune

Lorenzo, if thy lipes breathe not love's tune

STANZA VI
For power to-speak but no the ruddy tide

For power to speak but still the ruddy tide

STANZA V
And at the most twlll startle off her cares

And at the least twill startle off her cares
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JOHN KEATS, MS stanzas 1-6 of “Isabella.”
[reproduced on plates 3-57

AMS, 3 pages. Double sheet, 20.4 x 12.6 cm.

Laid paper. Watermark obscured owing to sheet’s being glued to
brown paper backing.

Provenance: [at top of backing paper:} Autograph poem by
Keats—given to me by | his friend—my friend, C Brown
Esq.r.—G.W. In a red buckram folding case, with brown
leather rectangle on cover, gold lettered JOHN KEATS |
{ornament} | ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPH MANUSCRIPT |
FIRST SIX STANZAS OF | “POT OF BASIL” (ISABEL-
LA). Typed sale slip reads KEATS—Lot 407—Sale AUGUST
12/13TH, 1941.

Notes: 1. Page {3], 2 inches below last line, in the hand of George Keats:
Thursday— | —A letter by to-morrow’s post will find John | at Teignmouth
— GK.

2. On 27 April 1818 the poet wrote John Reynolds from Teignmouth that
he was sending for his folio Shakespeare, in which were “the first few stanzas
of my ‘Pot of Basil,”” the rest being “here finished.”

3. The substantive variations of printed texts from this MS are consider-
able.

Excerpt from:
Kendall, Lyle H., Jr. A Descriptive Catalogue of the W.L. Lewis Collection--Part One.

Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1970.



	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_1
	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_2
	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_3
	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_4
	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_5
	Keats_manuscript_Isabella_Page_6

