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My Dear Mr Jefferson:=-

I thank you for your
kind note about my book, The j
title 18 taken from no quotation
but from the old story of the
man who,looking at the Moon,
missed the Sixpence at his feet,

Thie was t0ld me in my
youth as & warning, but with -3
advancing yeers I have accepted 4
it as 2 lesson; for 1t eeemsz %o
me better on the whole to look
for the Moon &nd let the Sixpence

go hang,

Yourz very faithfully : 1
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WILLIAM SOMERSET MAUGHAM, T. L. S., 25 February
1920, to Mz. Jefferson.

[engraved heading, with spaces for date and two year digits]
Grand Hotel Des Wagon-Lits Ltd
Tel Address: WAGONLITS.
Code: ABC 5t EDITION Peking
Manager: M. SCHRAMLI.
February 25 1920.
My Dear Mr Jefferson:—

I thank you for your kind note about my book. The title is taken
from no quotation but from the old story of the man who, looking at
the Moon, missed the Sixpence at his feet.

This was told me in my youth as a warning, but with advancing
years I have accepted it as a lesson; for it seems to me better on the
whole to look for the Moon and let the Sixpence go hang.

Yours very faithfully
W. S. Maugham

TLS, 1 page. Double sheet, 20.5 x 12.7 cm.

Oriental wove paper. Watermark: [?7 STEN’S BOND.

Provenance: Ex /ibris Reginald Turner. Inserted in The Moon
and Sixpence, London, 1919.

Unpublished.

Note: Here published by permission of the author, in a T. L. S., 14 May 1961,
from the Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten, Munich: Dear Mr. Kendall, | Thank you
for your charming letter. Of course you have my permission to publish the letter
you speak of. | I cannot remember who Mr. Jefferson was, but Reginald Turner,
from whose library the book came was an old friend of mine, and, as you
probably know, a very distinguished man of his time. | Yours sincerely, | W.
S. Maugham.
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Transcription from:
Kendall, Lyle H., Jr. A Descriptive Catalogue of the W.L. Lewis Collection--Part One.
Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1970.
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