A R3¥ EETEORITE FROE CLEBU:NZ, TEXAS
In about 1807, perhaps a year earlier or later, Mr. Rufus
Anderson was working a farm of about 643 A. located spproximately
5 miles northwest of Cleburne, Johuson County, Texas. The farm
is about ; mile east of Noland's iiver, and was occupied by Mr.
inderson until 1916, when he sold it to a Mr. BSmith,

who now vesides in Dallas, Tex. The purchaser?s nume and address
will be kaown by ¥r. Sterling Capps of Cleburae, who handleld the
sale, ;

In 1807, inderscn and his son Chester set out one fall day
to clear some rocks outl of a field. Iinderson had been furming the
place unboul a yeur, and wus anxious Lo take up These iaterfioring
rocks. They used a heavy erowbar [about g or 10V lomjand «fter
the "cluster of set rocks" had been rewoved, the Loy was knocking
around the hole when his attention was atiraeted by a "black rock”,
Only the top of it was exposed, and a3 he ¢alled his fathert's
attentlion o iU, ke picked up the crowbar, whieh was rather he.vy
for him, znd went around to pick out this balek rock. The father
was sittiaz on the opposite zide of the hole, with the sun to his
baek, and as Chester struck at the "black rockY and hit It with
the crowbar, -he mast have exposcd the fresk iron interior of the
weteorite,; for Enfus Anderson saw thc:ﬂash of stael 1a tho sunlight,
When the boy got the "rock™ out, hs had some dii'ficulty in pleking
it 4p and was surprised at its great weight. It wéighed 15 poumds
&t that time, and Chester inderson claimed the find as his. EHe
was a boy of 14 at the time, and dled the following spring.

¥hen the meleorite was found, it was burely protruding from the

general ground surface, with perhaps two-thirds of 1t upper faces
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showing. The meteorite is a low come, nd the bose (She side
supposedly to the rear in flight) was dowmwards--i.e., the
meteorite was lying upon 1t. The sides of the come are irregular,
and one speclally notliceable large flat side wus laying right
next to and in contact with the solid rocks and gravel whieh had
been removed. The meteorite was Just Lo the soutlh ol Lhese rocks
it lay in contact with.

It at one time coccurred to inderason Lhat this hesvy roek was
perhaps a marker for treasure. HMNolani, = Florila andveaturer who
had gone thru this region on his vay to Califoraia anl was slain
near here on the retura journey, was thought by some to have had
riches with him--Noland's Piver is naved lor him, Accordingly,
inderson took a pick and erowbar and dug gulte a hole zround the
spot where the meteorite was found, two Lo three feel deep, UL
nothing else was found. Bltimately, ia the course of the year:
during whieh he worked the place, he bell:ves he nsuled 40 or 350
loads of rock away, and during all Ehis time he wat ched carefully
for other meteorites, but none was ever found,

Shortly after it was found, the meleorite was exhibited at

o}

Cleburne falr, but won only second prize, a nominol trinket, as
the judges deemed an old family Bible of more yeneral interest,
Anderson has had it all these years; at ome time he wrote Lhe
Smithsonian Institute about it and they even sent postage for it,
but he balked at the ildea of sending 1t away without getiing
something for it first, so that nothing came of this move. In

a similar way, Dr. Udden of the University of Texas missed goetting
the object because he insisted upon a preliminary inspection.

A few ounces of material have at various times been removed from

-



the meteorite, at one time with the hielp of a blucizmitn and a

cold chisel, but nothing ever code of at.uupu to hiwa the nurhl
tested or assayed. So-c years ago um dbjaet m displqyod in a
grocery store window ia cxebnm for m&l weeks, 35 & evrhnity.
handerson has kept it =11 t.hi.s time beciuse of mthextal attMt
for one reasomn--becsuze the objcct was Tound by his boy, m 41-4

so shortly aftervirds.




