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aj . John Hawley cqll~d .ov . 9 , ~O tosay that Dr . Nat . H. 
Jo~Jo in their of ice was re orting a meteori~e from Comanc1e . 
The l attJr , on bJiw· ·7t rvi wad , s1.id he had been vis tin6 rela
tive □ ':.. ere the night before i.nd a boy ·"rom Dudley Bros . fil i· 3 
statirn ~~told h m of t~e f _nd , repufiedly a cubic foot or ~or~ 
~nd over 108 or_ 0 pounds , found by a farmer di3gin5 a tank . Due 
to rains he had not been able to take time to go see t . 

I calle1 3o "lover at the fillin stati~n and ma1e ~n appoint 
ment witn .:rilmore Dui-·ham for Sunday afternoon C. 07 . 10) ; re was 
sad to have a piece ~f the meteorite . 

t Comanche we found them taorite in the possess on of C. F. 
Denny , publ c wei her , ~nd between him and Jilmore :ot the story . 

e ori inal rn ·;ht 9.8 44 or more lUrely 43~~ lbs ., and a le 11) . 
piece taren off left the or9sent ass wei hin0 42 lJs . 1'11.e ~ct~al 

lndor as I'om Bagley , who was die;;lng a tank for Charles Carter 
on the latter ' s fdrm abo1t 9 mil9s N1 of Comanche on the Beattie 
roa • (Our speedometer readings indicated it was 7 . 65 miles from 
to-m square to Carter ' s house) 'T'he finJ was made Tl' urs n..y , ov . 
7; the objec was reported to have been 4 ft . under the ~rounl 
(~ t see our measurements below) . 

t Jharlie CartPr ' s ie found the ~xact loc-alitJ of the dis 
c JV3ry was on the south edge of his farm , 8.bout .- mi . S of his 
south , just cross the road from the house of , . D. ~~chards . 
Bagley had hit the piece with his fresno , at tho lovest part of 
the excavation bein made , and near its ce~tral portion . eaching 
dow-n to ?ick it out ~nd r.1ove it , he was surprised at the great 
weight , and a little later fooled one of ~ichards ' boys who had 
come '.lcross to ··,at ch hirri , by askin hi to t½ro I t:1e piece out . 
Tha boy , in the same way , went home to 5et his father and fooled 
him . Fina ly , the piece se ms to have been left under a rby 
tree , but Richards , th nki''1.:.:, it mi 6 ht "have value , took it to his 
ho~se for the ni~ht and delivered it to Carter next day . 

nnar ,ntly it "1as at once washed off and ta::en to town . Prob
ably before this , a ne ck juttin3 off one side was broken off by 
the use of a sledr;e hammer whe i:, was fo .md that the object wo 1ld 
not break or cut by ordinary means , and this is the snalLn" _J ace 
that was t•J.rned over to ')urhani for reporting to the J:xplorera ' League . 
Dur ~m had t ried to 9t some one to cut a oiece off for 25~ , but 
h~ck saw blades ware r uined so quickly that a cuttin torch ras 
apol ed . 'fue torch was appli~d Jot to th pi~ce cut off and to 
th3 ~ai~ mass , and only a tiny fra ment t"rch- burned was sent in 
for identification . 

I'he tank is in a natural draw or draina·e area runnin of to 
the ! or somewhat E of ,.r , 1nd from humus colored soil where the 
met'3orite ·,as found , Brown suspected · revio•rn excavation which 7,as 



co~firmed : ~arter ' s bought the place in 1920 and a tank was 
scooped out here in a more temporary way about 5 or 5 years after 
that , or roughly 15 years ago . 1'hus the presence of thin blackish 
soil brought out t h e possibility t hat ti:10 meteorite ,as found at 
the first dig~in or throvm into t he earlier tank . The tank is 
be i ng made lar er th s time , and a dam t hrown up across the draw 
t~e hold water better . ltho t ~e point of find wasp rhaps as 
much as 4 or 5 ft . below the ground level at t he upper end of the 
tank , we judged i t was only some 2 G ft . belo··-1 t he ground level 
at the sides . Brown tooK two photo ~raphs w th _some of the men 
stand ns at the po nt of find v1h ile I stood at the round level 
to the east of the -ooint , i n order to illustrate t:'lese questions 
of depth , as well a s the general area . 

The piece was finally obtained Dec . 11 for 75 . • . • ( ~arl) 
Gres s ett , a com ·Janion of ::}arter ' s and nei ~hbor on th east , had a 
10 "1a commission in the dea 1 , and ca.ne with him to ma1ce t:ie sale . 
I carried it in the car for 3 days of damp reath er in order to show 
it , and lawrencist be an to exude plentif lly from t l ~ c~t or bro~en 
areas and places where the limonitic crust was missin 3 and the in 
terior nearly or actually expYosed . 

1940 , Dee . 15 


