
1937, Dec. 19. 
Dea r Sterling: 

Perha. s you were stunned by Bob's quick verdict 
that yoJr recent finds were not of the Crescent etecr 1te. 
Brown h· s a sna ppy judgment, and while we catch him in 
err or occasiona lly• he 1s right the gre t ma j ority of the 
ti . a. Unfortun~tely, I think th1a 1a one of t hose times. 

~hen I firet got the rocks from you, there were 
a few dubious points 1n my mind a s I exam ned then, but 
T ut them uo for the n 1~ht with a feeling of about 90% 
t hat they were metoor1t1 o . Upon subsequent and better ex­
a mination in dnyli~ht (night li ght 1a a l ways hard for such 
close po1nta), my doubts gre 1 s omewha t and my decision 
vacilla ted, but T fina lly felt inclined to ac ce t t he~ ac 
meteor ites and so told Dut ler o.na orae, in oho, 1n them 
the aamples . However, I a i d say and docide tha t I vould 
wa it ti ll Bcb got ha re t o really 6r 1nd on one or t e st oorn o 
fra. n,ent s . 

Now I think I must a d'T, it that I was wr on with 
you, fo r some e rk J d i e. todny pretty we l l cor1 .. tnces mo 
t hese c•·nnot b ~ meteor1 to s o .:.' any kind . 

1. The crust of t he ori gina l fre r:h Crescents 1.s pec ~lia r. 
It is thin f?.nd unde'.1' l<..>w power mc.-rni f ica t1 on 51ve::e an 1m- • 
press1 on of . sort c f a rre s ted 1ntume s cence. The ri dges 
on it under a glass look like intertwining t wi gs, limbs, 
ann.kes, or wha t have you. The cru~t en you r finds this time 
did not look anythin like that. However, it did have some 
et ron s emblances of a fusion process of a more ooTIJp l e tc sort, 
and t here were little d0ores s ion s t hat co~ld be 9its. Sand 
grains cl ea rly pre ant were considered indet er mina te, as they 
mt ~ht be surfa ce adherences. The red color is to be ex0ected 
from the Permian soils. On this score the r ook d id not quite 
re s emble hat I had ho ped for, but I felt it could still be a 
meteorite, the dif f erences being due to wea.t ho r1n. · 

2. The interior of your rocks worr ied me more, e• pecially 
the orosity. What constituent co ~ld have l eachedout? I 
could find only one s peck tha t looked me tallic, md knowin 
how eas ily some little crys t al face or gr a in can soa rkle and 
1 1ta t e met~l I wa s conv inced; ho~ever, the Cr Jscent 1s a me t a l 
ooor :n t eor1te, so that this point was inconcl usive. .'iha t 
worried me more was an inability to account for the vast chan~e 
wh ch wea t her1n , had brou~ht about, assuming the rocks wer 1 
meteorites, for comparison with the Cr scent s showJd no tra ce 
of similarity. I want yo to look a t th se thorou hly when 
next here. They have a enera lly bla ck round with not too 
definite chondruleo a , com anied by white or gray material. 



Nevertheless, having some opti mi sm 1n my so,..11, I tho·.1e;ht I 
could find traces of chfondr~les in your rocks, ~nd without 
gong any farther I stood reasonably sure they were meteorites. 

Upon Brown's arrival and assurances that he had no 
objections to my tearing up some of the ma t rial, I cruliBd 
the smallest fragemnts (the ecraoe in one ci arette paJdr), 
watching them with a mn n1fyin glass at various eta ~so~ 
crushing. '!l'h1.le certain ty oe s of chfondrules break with the 
m~t rix, genera lly some of them come free from the groundmasa; 
I detected nothing of the sort 1n the material broken up. 
1he only thing I did see ware a few extra h~rd little iecea 
of cindery-ala 1 like a9oearance. The fine powder wao tested 
with a magnet, and not even the tiniest ni ece was found that 
was attract d. Borax bead tests were then tried, a peculia r 
bl~e-green bein r s ea tedly obta1n3d ; this beat fita cop er 
~h~ch I don't uite understand. I than tried the nlckel test 
on the remaln lng owd er, and it was q 1to n eg t ve. 21nally, 
I took yo r l~r ,e etone a nd smoothod off one almost flat face 
on a carefully cleaned CBrborundum stone. The res'..1ltln ::> interior 
1a f a t9.l. £'here ls no r 0 08rr.blance to a ~et 0 '"1 te, n d 3vary 
ap e 'J r'.ln~o of very f1ne e!lnr ra ins tnt~!'!D1xe and c iented 
by l ron ox i ae : h ~~t1to ~roun1 th~ s1 , an1 in 1r~3 ~~ lnr 
stre ks po•:>rly t ra c nbl·:: trirt..1 t he 1nte::-lo::-, •?1th yello·~iah to 
brownleh limonite f1111n~ tha rest of the space. ~ m~ta l 
whatever ia r~vealed. 

Now you k n-'w why I d- l •3.y43d 1ne or1n3 . I d11n't 
want to e~y tlll I was eure. "h you sent th~ ~1 c Js, you 
ce r t alnly a ckcd th rn well--that box wa'3 t apad u~ llK"e a 
broken wr1at! 

8ob ,u~ gql l y worked up over ~13 labors on t ~o 
1920 fireba ll; h ~ aren wrote ma a long 1 tt 0r ·,,h1le ha was up , 
which ia fil.Qtl unuuual. 

I do not have any cards of th'3 "ca.111 g card" 
variety any "TlOra; my eu. ')ly of these r '.ln out and they n3ver 
seemed to o any oo, so I abandone tham in f · vor of the 
circ~lare. 'hile I don't flat ter myself that anybody reads 
one of the all the way thru, they are l a rger and don't ge t 
loot so easily around the average home. I'm enclosing a fe " , 
and will la1ly aend more or give yo u more at any t1 e. Re­
qu1s 1t1on such quantity as you d.sire. I often jot my n~m 
down on the circ~lar, and you could just usa your namo. \ a 
matter of faot, I have no reoord of any direct r ~turn from the 
use of these ctrc 1.1lars, but I can't help but believe that 
something of the sort is worth while. 

'l'h1s "Class I" phrase that the airways forecast now 
ueee at tim•.3a 1s amusing because it often sounds v ery much 
like ''Gle.so eye". My mother heard me l i stening to the s1 ,nals 
the other day and wanted to know what the man said about a glass 
eye, and I had had t he same expere1ence when they first started 
the usa e! 

Beet of Christmases and New Years for a ll of the B~nch'e. 

OEM 


