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De· r r . ~u tler: 

1968, July 2 . 

'fentati,,ely I shall be o ve.c:~t i on in ~ li f orni a in the 
lat '. er pij tltof ully an roh·, bl y in Sa Fra nci~co ._Tu ly 29- 31. 
I would li e: to vid t w th yoµ: if con'li tions are f avorabl e . 

I have l ong in t oned t o ask whe the r y u re fa.mi li :..r ••.1i th 
Contributi rms f · 0 · 1 t he Li ck Obc crva tor , i;o . 5. Thi s is i n p-.lrt 
a re dy mr,v ,e sur 1.rey of a fireball of July 27 , 1891} , and ~ias ah'lays 
very i ntriguing t o me . I n spired by 1t an1 in t he i norance of my 
eE,.rlier yea rs of effor ts on :et f: rites, I vi s i ted an .s.co_uai n t n~e a t 
1auer a •nee n~ we made a one da r tour o the re i on we tricked , 1t a~ 
the eost 1 · ely 0ne for me teorites . 'di e country wHs "lodera te :' 
f avor9.ble and the peo ,· le □ild 'J r ece tive but of course · ne does a l mos t 
no th'ng in part of a si ~l e day. 

I have si nce fe l t more and more , especially c nsiderin~ ~he 
gorgeom; smoke c l ouds l eft, that t hi s was a f ri. ble mP- t o. orit e , rraybe 
B. c t rb -aceous ch ndr i. te but certai l y one of the cru .• lier ty es , 
and t ha t hunting for i t at t his late date wa.s ut t erly 1 peless . But 
t here are some r ecords of h'.rd s tones l eav i ng dust clouds and I ·ould 
say t h2 r e is some chance of something being ye t recoverable . 

One thing t ha. t has int ri~ued me is the unsually fi ne se t of 
sight-sound i nter vals and t be attempt t o calculate t he di ~,tance to t he 
pat h wi t h t hem. I h ve of ten thou<->b t of ·ri ting Whi p ple t see if 
s ome of his students co· l d t ake more modern da t a on t he upper a t mos1here 
and things above i t t o about JO miles nnd r ecomput t his t o edv, nt ge . 
I take it you wo11ld still not have t he dis tance to the fi nal poi nt but 
merely a ncrma l t o t he pa t h. 

The gl oomy conclusi n 1s reached t hat altho there was an end 
height of about 6 miles (very good for ~e t ~or1tes) " It is not cos sible to 
fixt he pl -:- ce where t hey fell . ~hey are prob::ibl y confi ned t o a roughly 
clrcu1 r area ha.vine A f or the cen~er, and ten or twtlve mi les in diam­
eter. I t is likely tha t t he fragments whidl reached t he earth were small, 
and compnra tivel' fe w in number, It does n t seem 11ke l ~' t hat a search for 
t hem woul d be reqarded . " 

Here's ahance t o go on a me teorite bunt ?1 years l ater ! 


