1961, July 25

Mre Je B. Brannan,
Box 1126, »
Deeckenridsge, Texase \

Dear Sirs

I read wvith interest your letter to the Star-Telegram
and have no doubt that the meueor you saw wus one {from which
the xarleton, Texrs, stony seleorite of soume 185 oounds fell
the night of Hay 30, 1961 at 10625 Pelie

I have interviewdd people "ou the spot” who witnessed
that same neteor from here, from iyler and from two points
right by the place of falle &ll of these report that it
definitely "went out”, that is, ceased to be a luminous body,
before it appdrently reached the earth.

From your distance, I am quite sure you are right that
the object did scen to come to the ground, but that is only
because of the curvaiure of {he carth and the so-called “dip
of the horizon”.

I have not tried to computs the exact heighlis
maeteor whin it was Pttinmu1shed, bacause the observé i

nave measarad are only ¢ aprsx1mata, bat I an sure it was
severzl miles and probably in the ran;e of 5 to 10, That
path of the path was below the horizon for you.

the netnorite does retain some warmth when it hits,
and Hr. Craver, who dug it out of the sand with his bare hands
about 30 minutes later, said it was still somswhai warnm then.
3ut there is no case on record of one being too hot to handle
80tho that might be true in thecase of a freshly fallen iron,
of which we rave very few reporiss

Yours sincerely,
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»More on Meteors

I have read with interest the
articles that you have had in re-
gard to the meteorite that ap-
parently fell in the vicinity of
Marshall on the night of May 30.

With my brother-in-law, Pres-
ton E. Wiles, 3971 Valentine St.,
Fort Worth, I was driving on
U. S. Highway 180 about seven
miles east of Breckenridge. We
had just turned on a long,
straight stretch of the highway
that bears due east and at this
point the horizon was approxi-
mately seven miles. We saw the
meteorite approaching the hori-
zon at an angle of approximate-
ly 60 to 75 degrees measured
from the horizon and it was still
a flaming ball of fire as it dis-
appeared over the horizon direct-
ly down the highway in front of
us. In other words, it was due
east from our location when it
disappeared.

One of your articles expressed
doubts as to whether the me-
teorite could still be hot, as
Astronomer Oscar Monnig had
said that he knew of no meteorite
on record which was hot when it
hit. I am not trying to say wheth-
er or not the object mentioned in
this article is a meteorite, but
I believe that this meteorite that
was observed and apparently fell
on that night could have been a
meteorite that was flaming hot
when it hit the earth.

According to my calculations,
the distance to Marshall from
my vantage point is about 270
miles and the meteorite was only
a few miles high when it went
behind the horizon and passed
from our view. The meteorite
was visible until it disappeared
behind the horizon, so I am con-
vinced that it hit the earth and
that it was still hot for a period.
of time after it hit. As to whether
it has actually been found, I de
not know.

J. B. BRANNAN.

Box 1126, Breckenridge.
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