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1961, July 19

Mre Justin Te Monnico,
Route 2, Box 102,
Imdslsfon, Minn.

Dear Justin:

It vas good to zet yout 1stter, 2nd I appreciate vour
brother Glean's interest in forwardine the clippings from ‘ashe
ington.

I am certainiy sorry to hear you lost yo'r wife several
years backe If you make youp contempd¥ated trip this way, be
sure to let me know and ses use I have not vet taken a vacation
this year, and don't know when I1°11 Eos it wiil either le right
away of in Septedber, btut I hop® you won't miss ne.

e are pretty well knowm in Oklahoma and I imazine that
is as much on account of the wholesale as ihe retail. .2 have
always had a salesman traveling Uklahoma, expecially the southern
hadf.

Yes, I was aftler the Harleton, Texas meteorite that fell
Hay 30th at 1025 peme like "a duck after a June bug®. A men
who saw the firevall from here called me within a minute after,
and I planned to bsging an investigation and search the next day,
but that next morning the meteoritie was already revorted found!

Consequently, I weni to e the {inder lmmediately, and
within 20 hours of the fall was bergaining with him for the piecee.
In the old days, I would have asventually acguired it by negotiaw
tion, but the man didn't want to sell right then and kent zoing
up on the price—indesed, he wonldn't cven make a price.

The last few yesars scientists all over the Ue Se have been
badly wantine a freshly fallen metcorite quickly for te=ts for
short=lived radinzctive isotopes presumbly created in space by
cosmic rays, and I knew they would psy hadnsomely for this parftic-
ular specimen. I decided I couldn®t bsat the competition and
so I joined them, and arranzed bdb phone to represent the Ue. S.
National ¥useum et al.

Aventwelly I had to 1at them send & man down and I still
don't know what theypald for it, but they didn®t get it for 2
weeks, and all I did was lay the groundwork for them.

Tours sincerely,



