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Harleton, the porthwest Harmson County
town named n honor of its founder, now has
passed the mame to 2 second major dis-
covery i that area

‘Harleton Meleorite i= the name given
by Smathsomian Institute to the 18%-pound
chunk that fell from the heavens the night
of May 30 in the back vard of the home
of Mr. and Mrs. J H Craver of Harleton

Earlier, @ major gas field was named
honor of the Harleton commumity

The Harleton Meteorite, after bemg oui
in half, and one of the halves broken into
smaller Dieces. this week 13 being tested
m sx majr 1S laboratories and tn Rus-
sia,

Sclentists ot Smithsoman Institute, =m
Washington, hmlmdﬂnm
a8 being in a “virually uncontaminated’
stale, eccording to news reports lo Mar-
lhﬂ Nemuwmmm's
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SMITHSONIAN NAMES IT ‘HARLETON'

in U. S., Russia Testing Meteorite

The earth’'s atmosphere he explained. had
broken down eiements withwy previously re

covered metnormtes [t was because of this
the instrtute was so anvuous to obtain lhe
Harlelon fmxd as quickly ac prossibie ex
pressing soire regret {hat ' had not heen
obtained iminediately after ils recovery
Harleton was named, in 1881 for its found
er, J. W. Harle, a sawml! operator who
built @ trarn railroad from Marshall to

move timbet from hi= null

The name hecame prominen on the Teaas
ol and gas map when D F and R J
Whelan of Marshall brought m a gas dis
covery well to open up what became known
as the Harleton field

Now, with the meteorite being named n
honor of the community Mr Harle's rame
i1s being extended Lo identify the commumty
he founded for a second time

The meteorite was heard to sirike (he
ground almost simultaneousiy with a blaze
through the kv, which ga.e an appearance
of a white, then red flash before uining
black. Louis. Craver and a fmend, Henry
Smith, who heard the fall. quickly found
the small crater with aid of a flashlight and
by midnight it had been dug out of the

Immediately, Oscar Menning of Ft. Werth,
representing Smithsonian, rushed o Marshall
In identify the discovery and sought to oh-
tain the find Unable to deal with Mr
Craver. he nolfied Smithsoman and # was
then that Mr. Henderson mady plans
comme  here

The adage of penmes from heaven came
true for the Cravers. Their alertness in un-
earthing the meteorite—plus their luck m
hearing # fall n their yard-—peid rather
handsome dividends They received approxi-
mately $4.000 for their trouble it is inh-
caind in the report from Washington.

Previous meteorte finds had delerioraied
to such an extent thal ther testing by
scientists provided little or no information
abcut iheir origination or flight, Mr. Hen-
derson explained.

"The fast recovery and careful handling of
the rock will enable meteorologists to study
the rock while it i1s still free frofn tervestial
contamination.

“Usually, people try to do fonlish tricks
with meteorites—they pour acid on them,
heat them or try to crack them open.

“Within zo hours of the

ments have to be made -mwm.,a o
obtain accurate ntormation 3
“After 30 days the elements dnmd-
.! thew evaluation \wxﬂd give us distorted
tion. "’

The meteorite was out in half last week,
and American and Russian meteor experis
this week bhegan tesiing portions of (he
Harleton find, described ae the first kuown
to have fallen in the Unied Stares since
October, 1959

Chunks of half of te mcleartes e to he
sem to six laborabseies across e country
@nd o Russia, for testing

The laboratewies 'n this country mciune
Brookhaven, in Long Island, Ngw York.
Astrophysical m Cambridge, Mass.; the
Carnegie Institute, in Pittsburgh; the Uni
versity of Southern California. the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and the Univeruty ot
Kentucky

m&nlmeomn's&uwmd!‘cma' e
dory is lo retain the second half of the
meteorite, which Mr. Henderson measured.

before it was halved. o be mine wnches

long, and six inches in width and breag:
He seaid the rock contains some --«:
_iren and iron sulfites, and has a'black cr

- When measured in Marshall. its la
ciroumierence was 23% inches.
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